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IN .unbounded Liberty has 
2 been given to Fancy in the 
g Novels, Adventures, or by 
1 whatever other -Names may 
be called the Exploits and 
Atchievements of our late created He- 
roes in the Fields of Gallantry and For- 
tune: 'Their ideal Actions have been 
•well adapted to the CharacJers which 
have" been produced as (he Agents: Cha- 
racters which could exifi only in the 
Imagination of their Writers-, and not 
there unlefs that Imagination were in a 
vitiated State. 

WFjmd, that the Dijlemperature 
cf the Fluids will jo jar affeft the Ap- 
pearance at leafi_ of' external ObjeSs, 
that-, to a green-ficknejs Girl, her A- 
pren Jhall appear ting'd with the Co- 
lour of her Complexion ; and, to the 
A 2 Man 
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Man in a Jaundice, a Shilling Jhall 
affume the Likenefs qf a Guinea. Tthefe 
Change^ though theyfeem:tohe txijlent 
in the Things before us y are, however, 
no where Sut in our own diftemper 'J Or- 
gans: They are hut Appearances, fup- 
porttdby no Foundation in Reality* 
.and, inj the fame Manner the Judg- 
ment^ fubjeSt to a thoufand Diforders 
{not the lefs'real becaufe yet unhonoured 
with Names) fpreads its own Colours 
over theObjeEls that offer themfehes to 
its Contemplation. The Man, who fees 
human . AStions dijlorted, defcribes 
them as he fees them, and then wonders 
that^ others of lefs dijlurbed Minds fee 
them as Yhey really are> and in Confe- 
quence of that declare his Pictures 

whollyriinlike the Originals. ' " + " 

» • 

» - % «. 

TT will not look like Adulation to ex~ 
cepi the Authors of Tom Jones and 
Ci ar ifla from, this general Cehfure ; nor ' 
would it have been needful indeed to have 
li<iwz4 their W6rks } if we had but faid 
^ '• "7 " '. there 
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there were two fucb: But how deplo- 
rable a Thought, that in an Age in 

9 which there is fo uncommon, fo unequal- . 

~ led a Multiplicity of Writers in this 
Way, there Jhoutd be only two worthy 
the Exception. 

THE Author of this Eflhf* his only 
Performance of this Kind, wHlmot pity 
the Public fo til a Compliment as to fax, 
be fuppofes his Place to be among the 
common Herd of Adventure-makers .* 
If he did not believe himfelf much out 
of their Rank, he would not have pre- 
famed to write at all: He may be de- 
ceived in the too favourable Opinion 
be entertains of bimfelf perhaps half 
Mankind are Joy but be will with a 
bitter Grace fubmit to fucb a Cenfure, 
than to that of being fuppofed to fet out 
with a despicable Senfe of bis Abilities \ 
and knowingly and intentionally to have 
deceived the Public. 
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IF the Reader Jhould, frtim bis pro* 
fejfed good Opinion of the Writers jufi 
mentioned, fuppofe this Piece y becaufe 
upon a fomewhat fimilar Plan, will be; 
like theirs, he will find himfelf mifiaken* 
The Author does not think it a j ami liar 
*TaJk to imitate fuch Geniufesi nor would 
he think it eligible if it were eajy : He 
would take more Pride in being but 
an indifferent Orginaly than the befi 
Copier in the World. 

WHA 7 be attempts is to defer i be 
Nature; and as he prlfeffedly iijelmms 
Art of all kind, be hopes fa fucceed in 
defer ihing b$r as be finds her : He had 
rather her Nakednefs jhould give Dif 
tafte, than bide the jujl Symmetry ofbir 
Limbs with an iU-fajbion'4 Drapery* 
Whatever may be bis Talents for an 
Author j be is fare to* he faithful in 
bis Relations. He afiefls no more than 
to paint Scenes y all which he has been a 
, Witnejs to\ mofi of which be has felt. 
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A Wry bntbmmn fortune bas car- 
titi Um&fWgb a Merits ofj£faaven~ 
ttfreiy. inihojt ofv&bkh fa tan rmlletit 
bis fttfies; if not'birWcej, atfbeOc* 
tnfions of his bifireffes* The Senfe 
ItoMtb fa at this time entertains qftbefe 
Mftil prevent Us trfeapng in Scenes Jb 
tnifebtetoous again; and mis ambitious 
that mt himjejf nhnejhovli h profited 
by ibt Retrofpeff. 

ON looking carefully back upon the 
varied Scenes of a wild and frangely 
cheqitered Life, be fees Virtue ever the 
Forerunner of Happineff, and Vice as 
conjlantly the Source of Sorrow. . There 
r may have been, Hours of Jollity y as gay, 
as cbearful, as alluring, as be has de- 
fcri bed them, but the attendant Days 
of Remorfe be finds have always over- 
balanced them by an infinite Difpro- 
portion* 
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IF the real Hijkry of a Life thus 
miffpent may be the Means of faving 
ethers, who at this Time may fee the 
tempting Scenes in the fame Light in 
which the Author of the Relation once 
did, from feeling their Effefts as be 
has felt them, be Jball not only think 
his Pains in writing well paid, but 
even look upon the Misfortunes be has 
fuffered, as worthily borne, for the fake 
offo diffufive a Benefit to bis Fellotw* 
Qreatures* 
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BOOK the Firft. 

In which the Valet obtains his Qualifi- 
cations for his fucceeding Character. 


CHAP. I. 

His Education, and fome Hints as to bis 

Parentage. 

HE Circumftance with which 

I could wifh to open this 

Hiftory would have been that 

of acquainting the Reader who 

I am'; but, as this is a Secret 

df whiph very unhappily I was not fo early 

Informed myfelf, he muft have the Indul- ' 

Vol. I. B gencc 
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2 The Adventures 

gence to confider it as one of the neceflary 
and unavoidable Deficiencies of the Begin- 
ning of this Biographical Effay. 

The ear lied Incident of my Life that 
I have any Remembrance of is, the having 
been feverely whipped for entertaining my- 
felf with giving the fame Difcipline to my 
Top, in Tork Minder, in the time of Di- 
. vine Service. This has led mte to recolleft 
many Paffages that might do honour to 
fome modern Writings of this kind : Thefe 
happened during a Period of nine Years 
which fucceeded this feeling firft Re- 
membrance of my having exifted, and 
while I was under the Care and Tuition 
of a Clergyman at fome Diftance from 
that City, -who had undertaken the Charge 
of my Cloaths, Food, and Education, at 
the Price of nine Pounds ten Shillings a- 
year. 

On my Removal from this Scene of 
ftarving Severity, I found myfelf in the 
Apartments of an old-fafhioned Gentle* 
woman of about fifty, who took fome 
Pains to inform me, that although (he had 
the Care of my Education* fl^p was no? 
way related to me \ that, " thanks to her 

" Virtue 
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tc Virtue and Refolution, fhe had neVef 
tk fallen into the Snaresof any mart in the 
** varfal World ; not that fhe could fay, 
rc indeed, there was any Harm in bring*- 
c ? ing Children into the World, when the 
fc< Fathers was able to maintain them, and 
" to do good todiftfeffed Gentlefolks too, 
* l that (hould be willing to take Care 
" of W> 

• Bv thefe, and fome other Harangues ot 
the fame kind, it was eafy for me to learn 
that I had a Father who was in a Condi- 
tion to provide for me, and a Mother who 
thought fhe had Reafon to be afhamed of 
me^ though (he had never feen me in her 
Life, nor ever intended it : Who they Were, 
gentle Reader, I at that time knew no 
more than thou doft : Thus much was all 
that I had then been able to learn about 
them, and this is all I can at prefent afford 
thee on the Subject. 

* 

I had been indulging for a Week in 
this Land of Eafe and Plenty ; and very 
heartily congratulating myfelf> all that time, 
on a Deliverance from a State of worfethan 
Egyptian Bondage ; when, after having 
been one Morning with this good Lady 

B 2 feeing 
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feeing the Lions, the Armour, andallthc 
other Obfervablrs in the Tower -, the 
Coach (lopped with us at the Door of a 
Houfe in a neighbouring Street, over 
which was written, in large Gold Letters, 
tfbe Academy^ a Term I foon afterwards 
iearnt the Meaning of: I found myfelf 
again introduced there into a School, tho' 
a School of a much more tolerable kind 
than that I had been a little while before 
releafed from. 

After fpending eight Months at, this 
Place in unlearning a good deal of my for- 
mer Acquifitions, I was declared qualified 
for any Public Office ; and accordingly I 
was immediately put into one, without 
my Solicitation, and indeed without my 
Knowledge or Confent. 

This was a glorious Change for me in- 
deed ; .this \tfas a Period of my Life I fhall 
ever reflect on as the nioft favourable that 
has, or indeed ever can attend it. Our 
Happinefs is all owing to Comparifon, 
ami the greateft of all additional Circum- 
stances in jts Favour is Novelty. Little as 
the State of Life in which I now found my- 
ft\i placed had in reality to boaft of, I en- 
joyed 
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joyed that little in its utmoft Perfection ; 
and with both thefe Advantages in no com- 
mon Degree : To feet my fetf independent, 
the free Mafter of my own A&ions, and 
upon a Footing with Men, had Charms 
for me that perhaps could have been 
heightened by nothing but the Remem- 
brance of the State of Slavery and Depen- 
dance in which I had always hitherto livtd. 

My Life, for a Year and half after this 
fortunate Period, at the Commencement 
of which I was between fifteen and fixteen, 
was at once the happieft and the mod ro- 
mantic imaginable. My Poft Was in the 
Cuftomhoufe, among a Set of gay, agne- 
'able Fellows, of fomewKat more than my 
own Age, who, I know not why, unleis 
that they faw me as perfeft a Stranger to 
this World, and to aH its Affairs, as if I 
had dropped down from the Moon among 
them, all took a Fancy to me, were fond 
of doing me a thoufand acceptable little 
Offices, and introducing me into agree- 
able Societies, The Pay of my Place I 
found was only expedted to ferve me as 
Pocket-money ; Cloaths were furnifhed 
me by a Taylor, whofe very Name I was 
not acquainted with 5 L boarded in a little 
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Family without knowing who paid for it ; 
and I was informed, that what I was To 
extremely latisfied with at prefent, was 
only a rieceflary firft Step to a much mote 
foiiiiderable Employment 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. -. 

The Hero becomes fond of Theatrical Enter- 
tainments. He forms a Scheme of contri- 
buting to them by his own Qualifications. 

TH £ Diftance at which .my Compa- 
nions, as well as myfelf, lived from 
the Phces of Diverfion, did not prevent 
our frequenting them : Probably enough 
indeed, according to a Orange kind of 
Perverfenefs that every Man in the World 
has at one time or other found himfelf 
heartily adduced to, we went much bftenc r 
to them than we fhould have done if they 
had been at rhe next Door : The Enter- 
tainments of Sadler 9 s Wells* and the Equi- 
librift in the Hay-market* I found had by 
far the greateft Charms of all other Amufe- 
ments of this kind for ipoft of my Ac- 
quaintance ; for my own Parr, the Play- 
houfes were always my Favourites : I at- 
tended them at leaft four times a- week, 
and very , often was not abfent one Even* 
ing in a Fortnight. 

Ambition* though of an odd kind, 
was in my Nature > and as I could have no 
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Inftigation to the railing my Thoughts to 
Royalty in its real Circumftances, I ufed 
to look upon the happy Mortals who could 
be Kings and Heroes for three Hours at a 
time, in the face of a crowded Audience, as 
the greateft of all other Obje&s of Envy, 

Mr. Garrick, juft at this Period of time, 
appeared on the Stage at Goodman's Fields : 
The firft Notice of a Perfon of Merit in 
the theatrical Way, could not fail to hurry 
me to be an Admirer of it, I negle&ed 
Drury-lane and Covcnt- Garden to attend at 
this obfcure Theatre every time he ap- 
peared ; and from what I conftantly ob- 
served of his Manner in performing, I 
convinced myfelf I had difcovered that 
what I had been ufed to admire as the Ef- 
fect of hard Study, was, in its utmoft 
Perfection, nothing but mere Nature ; 
that Mr Garr'tck^ while be comimanded 
his loudeft Thunders of Applaufe, did no 
more than juft what the Perfon he repre«>» 
fented would have done in real Life on 
the fame Occasion, and that, confequently, 
every Man who had a Heart to feel, a^ 
Genius to comprehend, and Organs to exe- 
cute what fliould be dictated by thefe 
Means, might do juft the fame. 

Fun* 
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Full of this Perftrafion, I went the 
next Morning to Mr. Rich, and begged ic 
as the greateft Favour that he would give 
me leave to play King Richard for him : 
He defired me to give him a Speci- 
men of my Abilities in the firft Speech 5 
but I told him honeftly I had not got it 
by Heart : He dared upon me with a 
Mixture of Aftonifh merit and Contempt, 
and afked me what Reafon I had to fup- 
pofe myfelf qualified for fo difficult ah 
Undertaking ? To this, upon my anfwer- 
ing that I had minded fufficiently what 
Playing was ; and that if he would give 
me leave to come among them upon the 
Stage, I would engage for the executing; 
my Part as well as the^reft of them ; he 
ordered the Footman to bring his Hat and 
Sword, told me he was engaged.chat Morn- 
ing to the Pratftke of a new Entertainment,. 
and fo ended our Acquaintance.. 

I could not but be nettled at the faucy 
Sufpicion of a Manager of a Play-houfe, 
that I was not qualified to do what a Sec 
of Fellows that he paid fo much a week 
to were performing very eafily, and very 
well every Night, I thoroughly gave up 
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all Thoughts of farther Sollicitation to 
him, or to any Qther in the fame Office •, 
and confined my Talents to a private Ex- 
hibition, playing over fome Part of King 
Ricbardy for that was my favourite Cha- 
racter, every Day alone in my Apart- 
menr, and never propofing to honour any 
body but myfelf with being prefent at my 
Performances. 

I was in the Height of theatrical Rap- 
ture one Morning in my Bedchamber, 
which was the Part of the Houfe where I 
gave leaft Difturbance to the Family, when 
a Perfon whofe knocking at my Door I had 
no more perceived, than the Notice the 
Maid thought (he had given me of fome 
body's wanting me, came into the Room. 
I flopped with great Confufion : But the 
Vifiter fetting himfelf down without Cere- 
mony, ufed fo much Intreaty with me to 
proceed, that I took Courage and gave 
him the Remainder of the Speech. 

My Intimates, who were fond of be* 
ing thought Wits, and in Confequence of 
that were fond of being feen in Company 
with People who they fuppofed were fo, 
had frequently introduced me to fome 

Houfc% 
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Jioufes about Covent-Garden, where the* 
Players of a middle Clafs reforted : I had 
•inade an Acquaintance with feveral of. 
thofe Gentlemen in thefe Vifits, and it was 
one of them who had now broke in upon 
my Soliloquy, in order to offer me fome 
Tickeis for his Benefit. 

He fpoke in Raptures of my Power as 
a Player, and after a Profufion of Com- 
pliments to pave the way to ic, ventured 
to tell me that I fhould make him a hap- 
py Man for eve* if I would perform a Part 
at his Benefit. 

The Propofal was accepted with much 
greater Readinefs than he could have ex- 
pefted \ the only Objection I made was, 
that my* favourite Character was this of 
Richard \ he immediately agreed to alter 
his Play, and I gave him an abfolute 
Promife of performing in it. 

There was now about a'Month to the 
Day of Performance : I applied thorough- 
ly to the making myfelf a Mailer of the 
Part : The Bills were printed for it, with 
Notice that a Gentleman who had never 
appeared on any Stage before was to play 
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the Part, and the Expectation of the whole 
Town was raifed to a very considerable 
Pitch, by the Account given of my Abili- 
' ties by People who had, and who pretend- 
ed to have feen me rehearfe it, while fo 
faithful a Secrecy was kept on my own 
Part, as well as on that of the Perfon who 
was to be profited by it, that not the mod 
intimate Acquaintance I had in the World 
had the leaft Idea that it was me they were 
to fee upon the Stage. 

Perhaps it isabfolutely impoffible for 
any Man who has hot been inftru&ed by 
fome Perfon accuftomed to the Stage, to 
perform a capital Charafter fuccefsfully in 
his firft Attempt before an impartial Au- 
dience; but the Cafe with me was oth x er- 
wife : The Audience at a Benefit is always 
a favourable one, the Player had faid a 
vaft deal in my Favour, and begged every 
body to fupport and encourage me with 
Applaufe, wherever he had delivered his 
Tickets ; fo that two Thirds of the Au- 
dience were prejudiced in my Favour : If 
we add to this the infinite Pains I had taken 
for the laft Month to qualify myfelf for 
the Undertaking, and the Length of time 
1 had been before praftifing the Part, 

with 
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with fome other favourable Circumftances 
that will be mentioned in their Place, it 
will not be efteetned a Miracle that I did 
not totally fail in it. 

The Panics I fuffered during the Inter- 
val between the firft Mufic and the draw- 
ing up of the Cdrtain, are hot to be expref- 
fed. I think the fiknc March of an Army 
up to the Face of an Enemy can hardly be 
m^re terrible : At length the Moment 
came for my appearing. I threw myfelf 
boldly on the Stage, and was received by 
a Clap that gave me Time to breathe and 
look about me, before I entered on my 
Speech. The Friends of the Perfon whofe 
Benefit-Night it was, had fet this on foot 
the Moment I entered on the Stage ; but 
I had no fooner advanced three or four 
Steps on it than my Face was known to a 
Dozen or more of my Intimates, who ne- 
ver milled any thing new at the Theatres* 
and who had been feeking me through the 
whole Town to be one of their Party* 

These Gentlemen, and their Adhe- 
rents, formed a very confiderable Part of 
what Authors and Players call the Town ; 
they revived the Applaufe with tenfold 

Ardour 
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Ardour the Moment they difcovered me, 
and continued it fo long as to perfuade a 
very considerable Part of the unbiafied 
among the Audience, that Imuft be fome 
very extraordinary Perfon. 

People who are willing to be pleafed, 
eafily find Occafions of being fo ; almoft 
every Sentence I pronounced produced a 
Clap during the nrft Aft, and hardly a 
Speech during the whole Play that had not 
the fame Tokens of Applaufe at its Con- 
clufion. 

It was not only the Audience in gene- 
ral that was deceived by this Applaufe > 
the true Source of which they did not 
know ) the People behind the Scenes were 
led into the fame Sentiments by it ; they 
received me every time I came off the 
Stage with the higheft Encomiums, and 
told me there was nothing I might not, if 
1 pleafed, arrive at as a Performer. 

The Manager of Drury-Uine Playhoufe* 
at this time* had many Reafons againft ap- 
pearing in Perfon at the Houfe; but he 
had fo many Emiffaries to give him an Ac- 
count of CYtry thing that paffed there, that 

i I had 
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I had not got through the fecond Ad be- 
fore I received a very polite Meflage from 
him, requefting to fee me the next Morn- 
ing at his Lodgings : In the fourth A6t I 
was put in mind of this Invitation •, and 
before the End of the fifth, a frefh one 
was delivered to me, defiringour Meeting 
might be that Night after the Play was 
over. 

The Prudence that infpired the Refo- 
lution of fending this fecond Meflage to 
me was not without its Foundation : My 
Succefs in the third Aft was fuch, that he 
fufpedted the Mafter of the other Houfe 
might otherwife have been before-hand 
with him. I did indeed receive a Hint of 
that kind behind the Scenes, tempered with 
the Conditions, if I had no immediate 
Connexion with the Houfe I was then at ; 
but had Mr. Rich known that the Perfon he 
fent to, was the fame he had fo lately rcfufed, 
or had Mr. Fleetwood known my Resent- 
ment of that Treatment, there would have 
been a fhort End of the Hopes and Fears 
on the two different Sides about it. 

I finished my Part, as it appeared 
to my own Judgment, more to the Satis- 
faction 
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faction of the Audience than I deferred. 
No body feemed fo little charmed with 
my Performance as myfelf, and I am ape 
to believe, by what followed this, that I 
was the only Perron who was in the right. 
It was not my Bufinefs to declare Senti- 
ments of this kind to any body : I received 
the Congratulations of my Friends with as 
lofty and fufficient an Air as if I had de- 
ferred them ; and entered the Apartment 
of Mr. Flteivrnd with all the Triumph 
and Confcioufncfs of Merit on my Brow 
that ever a ri&orious General rode into 
Romevf'wh. The Manager, after many 
Compliments, defired me, as the Gout 
had prevented him from being able to fee 
me on the Stage, to repeat any Speech 
that I liked, in private to him : The Ap- 
plaufe that I was at this time flufhed with,, 
gave me one of the firft Requifites to. a 
Player, great Spirit, by the Affiltanee of 
which I pronounced one of the principal 
Speeches in that Part better, I am confix 
dent, than I had done any of it on the 
Stage. 

He delivered his Opinion of me in high 
Terms ; and in the fame Breath took the 
Liberty, after many Apologies, to afk 

me* 
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me, if my Father were alive : It was im- 
poffible for him to conceive this fhould 
prove a troublefome Queftion, to m? •, bus 
the Reader, who knows fomewhat more 
of me than Mr. Fleetwood then did, will 
eafily conceive that it was impoflible for 
him to have afked me a more perplexing 
one : 1 evaded it with fome Confufion 5 on 
which, renewing his Compliments and 
Apologies, he told me he was only de- 
firous to know what the Situation of my 
Affairs was, that he might be able to judge 
whether he could make me any Offer that 
ought to appear worth my accepting : On 
this Head I was much more explicit than 
on the laft 5 I told hifii with great Frapk- 
oefs, that I had a Poft of eighty Found* 
a-year in the Cuftom-hdufe, and a Frofpeft 
of its becoming much more confiderabie. 

. u Si*, replied he to this, you may. 
" waif fovea Years for its being raifed to 
** a hundred, and after this* before yot* 
" advance a Step farther, maybepaftthe 
cc Enjoyment of an Inereafe in your In- 
<c come i I will give you four hundred 
** Pounds for the next Seafon* and five 
" for each of the fix fucceeding ooes ; af- 
* f ter which you may paflibly find it very 

" eafy 
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" eafy to make yourfelf Manager of a 
cc Houfe, and raife a Fortune in a few 
*' Years more." 

The Propofal of becoming engaged as 
a Player, a Servant to the Mafter of a 
Theatre, was very new to me : I had no 
Inclination to fix myfelf in another State 
of Servitude •» and adding to thi9, that I 
had entertained the common diflionourable 
and unfair Notion of the Rank in Life a 
Player bears, there were not wanting Mo- 
tives of Force againft my accepting the 
Propofal. 


i '* 


The Manager, however, who- had as 
much Cunning as any Man I have met 
with, though not the thoufandth Part of a 
Grain of Prudence, difcovered that I was 
coy, not refolute againft it : He kept me 
to fup with him ; Burgundy was the Word 
afterwards ; he praifed me, and I grew 
more and more complying ; the enviable 
Part of the Players Profeffion appeared 
every Moment in a fairer and fairer Light 
to me v I htfifated about a Refufal, and 
in ten Minutes a Lawyer, who had made 
one of our Company at Supper, after re- 
ceiving the Signal from the Manager, re- 
turned 
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turned from a Side- table where be had been 
writing, without afking any body any 
Queftions ; and produced a blank Agree- 
ment between Mr. Fleetwood and myfelf, 
for the whole Term of Years mentioned* 
at five hundred Pounds a-year. * 

He told the Manager it was not worth 
his while to haggle about a hundred 
Pounds with a Per ion of Merit, aftd added 
to me, that this was the way of making 
Stage Agreements, and that if I now re- 
fufed the Offer, the whole thing would 
drop into Oblivion, and all the Pains in 
the World would never bring it to this 
Crifis again. There is a Time, fays he, 
Sir, in all the Affairs of Life, which if 
flipped never returns. This is yours : 
You have a Gentleman's Fortune offered 
you as a Certainty for a Number of Years, 
and if you refufc it, you'll find yourfelf, 
very probably, a Clerk's Clerk as long as 
you live. 

The Arguments I thought had Reafon : 
They prevailed : I fnatched the Pen and 
figned the Paper without Ceremony; Mr. 
Fleetwood did the fame, and it was deli- 
vered into the Lawyer's Hand to get pro- 
per 
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per Inftruments drawn up in form from it 
in a Day or two. 

This had been an Evening of greatly 
more Bufinefs than any former one of my 
Life. I retired to my Lodgings too full 
of Thoughts to fleep, the mod of them 
very pleafing ones : I was the next Morn- 
ing drefling me to go to the Office, when 
I received the following Letter from the 
Hands of a Chairman, who was all in a 
Sweat with the Hurry of bringing it, 

"SIR, 
" \7"QU have greatly difpleafed the 
" \ Pcrfon on whom you depend, by 
€< the rafh and meari Thing you did laft 
" Night in a&ing on a public Stage. You 
" don't know what is intended for you ; 
" bit if ever you ftiould be guilty of one 
" fcandalous Step of this Kind again, you 
" may be aflurcd you will, from that In- 
*< ftant, be given up forever, by one 
" who has at this time both Ability and 
" Inclination to make your Fortune. 

« * * • ♦ # ** 


Here 
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Here was a Shock I had never fo much 
as dreamed of." I ftood mute and afto- 
hirtied for fome Minutes. The Chairman 
was gone who had brought my Letter 5 
and I had no means of acquainting the Au- 
thor of it with my Intentions, or Engage- 
ments. There was but one £tep to be ta- 
ken. I waited on Mr. Fleetwood on the 
Inftant, fhewed him the Letter I had re- 
ceived, and on my Knees intreated him 
to let me be off my Engagement ; he - 
laughed at my Inexperience, aflured me 
it was only a Plot of the Matter of the 
other Houfe to prevent an Engagement 
with him, that I might be at Liberty to 
hear his Offers j and, in ihort, faid fo 
much to me about the general Nature and 
Tendency of anonymous Letters, that he 
perfuaded me I had been made a Fool of, 
and very heartily reconciled me to the 
Thoughts of my laft Night's Agreement. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, III. 

An Offer toward fettling comfortably in tht 
World difconcerted by former Engage- 
ments. — A fecond Part played on the 
theatre. 

THE Time of Plays 'was in a man- 
ner over for the prefent Year : I had 
a whole Summer before me, in which I 
kept my Place at the Cuftom-houfe, and 
employed all my Leifure in ftudying three 
or four Chara&ers, which my new Matter 
had recommended to me : I faw him often, 
and knew fo little of the World that I be- 
came vaftly fond of him ; I aflured myfelf 
he was a Man without Guile, and never 
looked on him in any other Light than 
that of one who had made my Fortune : 
For his Parr, he conceived more and more 
Hopes of me, from the Improvement I 
made in my Manner, from Obfervation 
and from Application : The Nature of our 
Conneftion was, at my Requeft, and in- 
deed for his own Advantage, not to make 
me old before I was new, as he exprefled* 
it, kept wholly a Secret. I received Of- 
fers:from Mr, Rich, to which I returned 

for 
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for Anfwer, that I had no Thoughts of 
the Stage ; and his Antagonift took Care 
to have it whifpered about the whole 
Town, by People who believed what they 
laid, that I was the greateft Genius that 
ever had appeared on a Theatre, and that 
it was great pity I could not be prevailed 
upon to play again. 

Whether, this was fo univerfally and 
plaufibly reported, that it came., to the Ears 
of my unknown Friend, fo that he believed 
I had, in reality, quitted all Thoughts of 
this way of Life 5 or from whatever other 
Caufe it happened, I found my Place, in 
the Courfe of the Summer, augmented 
from eighty Pounds a-year to two hun- 
dred ; and, as I was one Morning prepa- 
ring to go to my Office, received a Letter 
in the fame Hand with the former, telling 
me, that if I would dance with a certain 
Lady named there, at one of the Halls in 
the City on the Tburfday following, it 
might prove the Beginning of an Ac- 
quaintance that I ihould have great Rea- 
fonto be pleated with. 

This Letter was delivered to me by 
my Taylor, which Circumftance alone 

was 
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was fufficientto convince me that the for- 
mer was no Counterfeit : I preffcd him ve- 
ry earneftly to give but the leaft Intima- 
tion by 'which I might make out whence 
it came ; but he refufed : He behaved 
with the utmoft Refped and Deference to 
me, but aflured me, that if I knew the 
Nature of his Obligation*, he was fure I 
would not prefs him to an Impoflibility : 
He added* with a very low Bow, " Sir, 
you will fome time or other know it all, 
and when you do you will have Reafon 
enough to be pleafed with it. M He beg- 
ged Leave, after this, to meafure me for a 
Suit of Cloaths which he had Orders to fend 
me in, and which he promifed fhould be 
ready by the time of the Ball. 

It is unneceffary to relate my Sollicita- 
tions to be off my Bargain with the Mana- 
ger, or his obftinate Refufals : It may be 
fufficicnt to fay they were the Bufinefs of 
a thoufand Letters, and of Vifits innume- 
rable, in the Period between this and the 
Opening of the Houfe for the enfuing Sea- 
fon : In all thefe as I grew more earneft 
in my Intreaties, he became more refokite 
in his Refufal. 

. I MJBT 
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I met the Lady, who was a Woman of 
Beauty, Fortune, and, in fhorr, of every 
Thing bat Family, and with whom I be- 
came honeftly and heartily in Love. I was 
admitted to vifit her : I declared my In* 
mentions, and was not refuted. Matters 
were drawing apace toward a Period that 
tnuft have made me very happy for ever, 
when the Play-houfes having been open 
about three Weeks, there appeared No* 
tice in the Bills, that on fuch a Day would 
be a<5ted the Tragedy oiUamUt^ the Part 
of Hamkt to be performed by the Gentle- 
man who had ailed King Richard the Sea* 
fon before with fo great Applaufc. 

The having fucceeded in this fingle 
Attempt upon the Stage, was never men- 
tioned to me even by the dear Obje<5t of 
my- Wilhes, otherwife than in a very fa- 
vourable and good natured manner, but 
the repeating a thing of that kind was 
deemed unpardonable, I received a third 
Letter from my unknown Friend, full of 
Concern and Difpleafure at the Circum- 
ftancc, and threatening me with utter 
Ruin if I did not defift from the Intention. 
J had the Precaution, ever after my re- 

Vol, I. * ' C cciving 
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chiving the firft of thefe anonymous Let- 
ters, always to (lop the Meflenger when I 
received one, in Hopes it might be from 
the fame Hand : In this I fucceeded fo faf 
as to be able to deliver an Anfwer to it ; 
though my Expectations from it could be 
but very faint ones, when he informed me 
that he knew not to whom he fhpuld de- 
liver it, for that the Letter he had brought 
me Jiad been given to him by a Gentle- 
man whom he did not know, in the 
Street, 

I wrote as to a Father. I told hitn 
of the Dread I had of difpleafing him, I 
urged many Things in Excufe of my 
having entered into a ralh Engagement, 
and concluded with telling him, that I 
was fo circumftanced that, though defirous 
in the higheft Degree to obey him, I had 
it not in my Power to refute the Matter 
of the Play- houfe, and was indeed articled 
to continue a Player the whole Seafon. I 
did not add that 1 was a Slave for a ftill 
longer Period ; but this was enough ; All 
that I had pleaded in my Favour was in 
vain : I found it neceflary to give up my 
Place,and I never heard from my Benefactor 
afterwards : The People where 1 boarded 

told 
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fold me, that if I fhould choofe to conti- 
nue on the fame Terms with them, they 
mud look on my felf for the future as their 
Pay- mailer ; and on my next Vifit to my 
Miftrefs, I found lhe had changed her 
Lodgings* and I was not able by the ut- 
moft Endeavours, to trace out what was 
become of hen 

I found myfelf now compleatly re- 
duced to the Condition of a Player : My 
Friends, my Expectations all gone, and 
nothing to comfort me but the Certainty 
of a handfome Salary, and the Expecla* 
tions of rifing to Reputation in the Prefef- 
fion in which I had engaged. . 

Whether it was, as I at firft fufp°&- 
cd, that I owed my Succels in Richard to 
the Partiality of the Audience, more than 
to any Merit of my own -, or whether like 
the Button maker, who fome Years ago 
Succeeded in Othello^ and failed in every 
thing elfe, I had fo deeply and indelibly 
impreiled my Senfe of the Character and 
Manners of my firft Part, Richard^ o& 
my Mind, that I could never diveft my- 
felf of them afterwards, and confequently 
was Richard in every thing 5 whether the 

C 2 World 
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World had been talked into too great ait 
Opinion of me; or to what other Caufe it, 
was owing I know not, but certain it is* 
that my Succefs in Hamlet was by no means 
equal to chat in Richard* The Manager* 
who was not cafily to be perfuaded out of 
his own way of thinking, forced me a fe-* 
cond Night upon thofe who had been djf- 
fitisfied with the firft, and the Confc* 
qurnce was, that I was received with that 
noify Difapprobation which People feem 
to have very well underftood what the Per.- 
ion who is the Subjedt* feels from it* 
when thtry gave it the Name of Damna- 
tion. 

Those who had been the warmeft in 
their Applaufe began now to look cool up- 
on me *, but not one of them fa much as, 
my late dear hriend the Manager : He, 
lent me a Letter in a Day or two however tJ 
defiling me to rally all my Force againfta, 
certain Day at about a Week's Diftance t; 
on which he would give me another Trial 
in Richard. Anxiety and Vexation added 
tenfold Strength to my Endeavours of ex** 
celling in this great Taftc* but they failed* 
X was hiffed off the Stage. by the unanimous 
Vc»c£ of. the Aiidtepce*, and every body 

declared 
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declared there was no Expectation of my 
ever making a firft-rate Player : Moll gave 
it as their Opinion that I fhould never be 
able to make any thing of it at all. My 
Comfort was, that though I had loft my 
llqputationi had fecured a Subfifiance, 
indeed a very affluent one : I had not 
flgreeel by the Week, as the Generality of 
the Performers do, and confequently was 
not to be paid at the Office as they were. 
A Quarter of a Year had at length elapfed, 
in aii which time I had done nothing, 
though I had feveral times expreffcd a Dc- 
lire of being made ufeful in a lower Capa- 
city than that I had flattered myfelf with 
fuppofing I could fucceed in : As my Pay 
was now due, which, though 1 had not 
deferved by my Services, I certainly had 
a Claim to from my Sufferings, I waited 
on the Manager to demand it, but was de- 
nied Admittance. Thefaftrionable Term, 
not at bome> the Englijh of which is, don't 
le troublefome* was repeated to me three 05 
four times a Day for a Fortnight after this, 
and however ft range it may appear to the 
World, fo utterly was I void of Sufpicion, 
that I had never, till this Period, enquired 
into the Character of this very eminent 
Man. 

C 1 CHAR 
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CHAP. IV. 

An Offer from another Play-boufe. — fhe 
Feeling of a Manager. 

DE M A N D S of the Nature of this 
of mine, I now found, were fbme- 
what more frequently made, upon my 
Friend the Manager, than complied with : 
His Dcors were fo contrived that no 
body was admitted till the , Servant who 
attended the Summons of the Knock had 
examined, through a grated Aperture, 
whether they were proper Perfons to be fo 
far favoured : And his Apartments, which 
were in the Neighbourhood of the Admi- 
ralty, were fo happily fituated that, in 
cafe of Accidents from the Artifice of fome 
of the People who fometknes had very 
preffing Reafons to with to fee him, or 
from the Indifcretion of a Servant, he was 
ftill fecure, a Part of them being in a 
protefted Place, and a Part in an unpro- 
tected one : The Front-rooms- flood on 
Ground that was within the Verge of the 
Court, and in which, confequently, no War- 
rant could have Force that was not fup- 
porred by an Order of the Board of Green - 
cloth j the Back- ones had nothing of that 

Privilege* 
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Privilege, and confequemly were fecure 
againft Procefles that were fo fupported. 

Under fuch a Situation, and with an 
utter Abfence of all Intent or Inclination 
to pay even the molt trifling Debt, did I 
now find the Man on whofe Engagements 
I was to depend for my immediate Sup- 
port : The Apprehenfiohs I had from this 
were terrible, but they were not more fo 
than the Confequences. I found myfelf 
as it were hung up in the Wardrobe of my 
Matter like an ill made Suit of Cloaths, 
that helped to fwell the Furniture, but was 
nevcrJntended to be made any Ufe of. I 
continued to beg, to intreat, to threaten^ 
all to the fame No Purpofe, for that whole 
Seafbn, and during the whole enfuing 
Summer : Toward the End of this, how- 
ever, an Event that promifed to be a for* 
tunate one for mc happened. 

As I had no Profpeft of getting Bread 
in any other way but by PJaying, my ill 
Succefs had not fo far difpirited me as 
to make me negleft improving myfelf. I 
had ftudied hard during the whole Period 
of tny Diftrefs, and fucceeded fo well in 
the capital Parrs of two Plays that had been 

C 4 a&ed 
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a&ed by a lore of private Companies at 
the Hoy-market* that the Matter of the 
othtr Houfe thought me worthy his No- 
tice, and made me another Offer, which, 
chough far fromaconfiderablcone, wasin* 
finitely preferable to the abfolute Nothing 
of the prefent. 

r wrote with great Joy to the Mana* 
ger under whom I was at that time fo un- 
happily engaged ; told htm, as I had been 
of no real Ufe to him, I would give up all 
my Demands upon him, ami cancel our 
Engagements, by enlifting myfelf, at fuch 
a Price aslieemed to defer ve, at the other 
Houfr. 

I should have remembered that the 
Compliment I offered was a merely ideal 
one to a Man to whom Demands and En* 
gagements were nothings buti believe 
the Reader will not expeft that I fhould 
have forcfeen the Event of my Offer. He 
abfolutely refufed me Liberty tt> engage 
with Mr. Rich •, lie told me I was his articled 
Servant; and though he had not, nor ever 
intended to keep any one Circumftance of 
the Engagements on his own Part, threat* 
ened me with Ruin if I dared'jo infringe 
them. Tut 


Till this fatal Moment I was never 
thoroughly acquainred with the Mifery of 
my Situation : I waited on Mr. Rub with 
the Letter of his Brother-Manager, told 
him the whole Story of his Behaviour, and 
when 1 expected his exprefling all the 
Horror at it that I felt myiclf, I had ihe 
Mortification to fee him turn on his Heel, 
and take a large Pinch of Snuff with con- 
fummate Deliberation, before he told me, 
that People who were at the Head of a 
Company would do thefe Things, and 
that he was forry he could enter into no 
Agreement with me. 
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CHAP. V. 

A Scene of Dijtrefs. — An unexpected Meet- 
ing with a Stranger. 

MY Heart was now almoft broke in 
earned: I found myfelfthe bound 
Servant of a Man who would neither em- 
ploy nor maintain me, and who was refo- 
lutely bent againft my getting even Bread 
any where elfe ; and this in a Road of Life 
which when I refle&ed foberly on it, I 
could not but fee was, even under its more 
favourable Circumftances, far from a de- 
ferable one, to a Man who had any Share 
of Reafon, or of Virtue. 

Though I had met with none of the 
Advantages, or tven of the Pleafures of a 
Player's Life, I had herded of late among; 
the lower Qafs of them, till by continual 
Converfation with them I had fallen into 
all their Vices. I found myfclf, inftead of 
the fober, decent, innocent, and conse- 
quently happy Youth I remembered at the 
Cuftom-houfe, a Sot, an Atheift, and a 
proftituted Rake. My Company had led 
me into the two firft of thefe Characters* 

'and 
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an i the latter I owed t o an early Attachment 
in which I had engaged myfelf to one of the 
Figare Dancers ; whofe Views upon my 
plentiful Salary had made her imagine it 
no undefirable or unprofitable Thing to be 
under my Protection. 

« 

: We had fet out on a Plan of living, 
yrcll enough fuited to my Income, had it 
been paid ; and the Confideration that 
had obtained me a Character with my 
Miftrefs, having done me the fame kind 
of Service alfo with the neighbouring 
Trades-people, who are all very well ac- 
quainted with the Salaries of the People 
of the. Theatres, I had for fome Months 
had an almoft unlimited Credir, and after 
that a (till confiderable one, which though 
it had gradually diminiflied to this Period, 
had never quite left me till one fatal Morn* 
ing, when going down to fpeak to two 
Gentlemen who fent 'up word they came 
from my Friends, I found myfelf in the 
Hands of a Couple of Bai ills. They led 
me to an Apartment, the Iron Work be- 
fore the Windows of which gave me a 
very fad Idea of the next Habitation into 
which I fhould be removed, 
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I n e vsr ihali forget, though I am not 
able to defrribe it, the Horror with which, 
on the Follower's going out of the Room* 
I heard him double-lock the Door after 
him* or in what pe<fc& Delpair I found 
myfelf, alone, and in fo dreadful a Situa- 
tion. The Debt for which I had been 
tized upon was no more than fourteen 
Pounds ; but I could as foon have railed 
fourteen thoufand as that Sum : And fo 
far was I from having any Friend from 
whom I could aflc Affiftance, that I could 
nor, on a ferious Recollection, perfuade 
myfelf to believe I had any who would 
even own me in fuch Ctrcumftances. 

Heartily did I now wi(h to recall 
thofe Days of Diftrefe* as I «&<* to call 
them, in which hard Fare and Whipping 
had claimed fo confiderable a Share ; and 
when I thought of the happier State from 
which I had voluntarily thrown my Affairs* 
the only Juftice that I feemed to owe to 
myfelf was that of periflnng by my owa 
Hand, as a Punifhmcnt for Faults which 
1 had even had no Temptation to commit* 

Till 
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T*ix Ac Mafcer Bailiff put me in mind 
of the Manager of the Ffoy-fcoofe, by dik- 
ing me if I had no 'Salary due from him, 
the only Perfon to whom I had any the 
ieaft Right to apply, never came into 
*ny Thoughts, i late down inftantly 
to tell Hm of my deplorable Situation* 
and intreat him to favour me with the 
fmall Sum neceffary to relieve me from 
this dreadful Perplexity, whatever he 
might determ me as to the it ft. I received 
for Anfwer, that he was ftrry he could 
not poflibfy firpply me, but tnat he had 
not half the Sum by him. The Diftrefs I 
Ihould have ftk on this was foon after con- 
verted into abfolute Defpair, by the Perfon 
in whofe Cuftody I was telling me, that 
this Sum would have done me no good if 
he had fent it, for that he was informed 
all my other Creditors had come upon me, 
and that I wa3 faddled with Writs to the 
Amount of no lefs than two hundred and 
thirty Pounds* 

He aflced me what Method I propofed 
to take : I honeftly told him I had not a 
Farthing, nor a Friend on the Earth who 

would affift me with one : That I was an 

unhappy 
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unhappy Creature who knew not to whom 
I fhould apply as my Relations •, and that 
as there was no Poflibility of my ever dis- 
charging thefe Demands, I would by no 
means add to my Misfortunes the Crime 
of deceiving him * but begged him, fince 
I could never pay hirp for keeping me 
there, to deliver me at once to the Place 
to which I was deftined. , 

A Bailiff I had always heard repre- 
fented as a Perfon void of Compaflion, 
nay of Humanity, but I found even 
this Savage moved at fuch a Scene of 
Diftrefs. He told me many a Man had 
cheated him that had fpoke him fair* and 
promifed, and that he would keep me a 
little while if he loft all the Money by it, 
to try whether any body would do any 
thing for me or not. 

I had no body to fend on Meflages 
except the People of his Houfe, but the 
Ufe of thefe he nev^r refufed me : I fent 
to every Creature I knew, and found my- 
felf deferted by them all : My Miftrefs 
was the firft rfiat refufed me, my old 
Friends of the Cuftomhoufe were the lafl: 
that I afked, but not one of them com- 

1 plied 
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plied with it. Strange and inexplicable, 
as well as horrible, my Situation appeared 
to me, that had drawn Compaffion from 
.a Bread not ufed to beftow it on any Ob- 
jects, much lefs on thofe under my Cir- 
.cumftances 5 and yet had met with none, 
not the lead tender Thought in thofe 
from whom I had been ufed to expeft 
more. The Man kept me in his Houfe a 
Fortnight, furniihed me with every Ne- 
ceffary at his own Expence during all the 
Time, and in his whole Difcourfe was fo 
far from feeming to flatter himfelf with the 
Expedation of being paid, that he was 
every Hour putting me in mind of the 
perfeft Ruin of my Situation. 

Hb had left me one Day at the Period 
of this time, for about two. Hours, after 
giving me a very deplorable Pifture of my 
Profpeft and Expectations, when return- 
ing with a fadder Face than ufual, he told 
me that a new Prifoner was juft brought in 
who mud have a Room, and there was not 
an empty one in the Houfe for him. " If 
you have any Hope of releafing yourfelf, 
Sir, faid he, for Heaven's fake make Ufe 
of it immediately, if nor, tell me what I 
can do in this Cafe." 

I THANKEE* 
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I tii Atttus'D hlnft with hotieft Tear* for 
his Khidnefles, 'and repeating what I had 
fo often told hitfi of my utter Inability to 
extricate myfclf from my t>ebts, added 
my firft Requeft, which was, that hfe 
wrold carry me to the Place where I ought 
lb long before to have been. He toftlfetft- 
td with a vtry forrowfol Countenance, attd 
on my anfwerihg m the Negative to his 
Queftion, whether I had Money to pay % 
Coach to the £face * he replied, *« Well* 
Sir, you ihall not be the Game of People 
in the Street, by walking there : Ffl pay 
it Tor you/* 

If any thing could have added to my 
Affliction in Juch a Situation as this, it 
would have been the receiving Obligations 
from foch a Benefa&Of ; but I wa* toa 
far gone in a Senfe of my Ruin to have 
any Poflibility of feeling this. We got 
into a Coach together, and 1 had the Hor-- 
ror of hearing Mm diredt the Coachman » 
where to go. We arrived at the Gate of 
the fatal Place, and had even alighted,., 
when a Gentleman, a Stranger to me,, 
and as it appeared to the Perfon alfo un- 
der whofe Conduit I was, came up to 
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as -, he faid he had fome Bufinefs of Con- 
fequence with me, and would make ic 
worth the Bailiff's while if he would take 
me back 10 his Hoirfe. He readily con- 
fented, and the Perfon who bad made the 
Requeft getting into the Coach with us, 
we ordered the Fellow to go where he 
bad Taken us up. 
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CHAP. VI. 

1 

Affairs reft or ed to their former Situation.— 
a great deal of good Advice. 

A PERFECT Silence on all Sides 
was maintained while we were in 
the Coach. As foon as we had alighted 
at the Door of the Bailiff's Houfe, this 
Stranger defired we might be in private ; 
and telling me that I had ftill thofe 
who were willing to be my Friends if I 
would behave fo as to deferve their Favour 
for the future, he paid my Debts, and 
after giving the Bailiff fome trifling Re- 
ward for his Civility to me, befide dis- 
charging the Account in the Houfe, put 
a hundred Pounds into my Hand for 
my prefent Occafions. " Sir, faid he f 
you will hardly ftippofe that Accident 
brought me to the Place where I faw you, 
nor will I attempt to deceive you fo far as 
to fay it did : A Perfon who knows you, 
no orher than the Lady with whom you 
boarded while in the City, by Accident 
went by this Place as you were getting into 
the Coach, and heard the Orders given 
the Coachman. She flew to acquaint me 

with 


with if, and I to you to relieve you. 
What 1 have done is without Commiffion, 
but I hope to represent it in fuch a manner 
to the Perfon who has, till this Affair, 
fupported you, that he fhall not be diffa- 
tisfied with it. But now, Sir* continued 
he, for Heaven's fake reflect a little ; 
think on the happy Way of Life you were 
placed in, think of the Raflinefs of your 
quitting it ; think of the Coidnefs you have 
created in your Friends by difobliging 
thofe who did every thing for you, and af- 
fociating with a Set who I doubt not have 
deferted you in this Diftrefs : Think on the 
Change of your Situation, from that of a 
Gentleman to a Vagabond ; after this think 
of the terrible Scene you was entering on 
the Moment when I faw you ; and from 
the whole collect what is your real Intereft. 
The Trial that is now given you to make 
is thus far owing to me ; I know if you 
fail in it you will never have another al- 
lowed you, . and I in treat you to ufe it pro- 
perly." 

People who have not been in my Situ- 
ation, cannot know how deeply fuch com- 
mon Thoughts as thefc affeft a Man who 
h*s. I had at once all the Pifture of my 

former 
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former Happinefs and of 'my late Mifery 
before me, and fincerely enough deter- 
mined on every thing I ought. I -would 
have fallen on my Knees to my Benefactor, 
but h= prevented me. " Sir, faid he* 
you are quite miftaken in me, I have no* 
Relation co you, and have only been doing 
what I^hinfc will be acceptable toonefrotn 
whom 1 have fometimes before been com- 
Biiflioned with the Care of your Affdrs.'*' 
He gave me, after this, many more good 
Admonitions, and left me full of Grati- 
tude as of Happinefs, and as full of good 
Refolutions as of either. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P< vn. 

22k QmfcMu. and Friendjbip efa B&Iiffl** 
Evay thing wtars a.vtryfair Afy*8., 

Y Benefador was no fooner goae 
than I called: in the- Matter of the 
[oufe, and as I had feen but a very flehder 
Recomptnoc made tQ him for thegreas 
Civilities he had (hewn me, offered him 
my Purfe to pay himfelf out of it : Ho 
refuted to do this, and I declared I knewi 
not what to. offer him : Aftqr a great 
deal of Preface he told me he hoped I 
y/ould not think twenty Guineas too hard 
upon me. I gave it with Pleafure, and 
added a Bounty to two of his Men, who. 
not being in the Houfe, he received it for 
them : The good Woman^ whom I had 
never before feen, now made her Appear- 
ance, to tell me thai: there was fifteen 
Shillings of the Score which the Gentle- 
man had forgot to pay % and there were 
half & Dozen other Demands of the. fame 
kind upon me, in favour of a Porter who 
had , been employed when their own Men 
were out of the way* ^.and fuch other Super- 
numeraries : At length a Maid was called 

up 
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up frho had brought the Coach ; the Bailiff 
himfelf juft now recolle&ed too, that my 
Friend had forgot to pay that Article ; and 
a pretty little Boy, the Heir of the Houfe, 
was brought in to claim fome Recom- . 
pence for having cried ready to break his 
Heart when I was going off to Prifon : 
When every thing that could poflibly be 
invented on this lucrative Occafion had 
been complied with on my Part, I took 
leave of the Matter of the Houfe, who 
with a hearty Shake by the Hand, told me 
he was very glad I was at Liberty 5 hoped 
1 had no Reafon to complain of any thing 
under his Roof; arid added, u Sir, you 
need not be afraid of any thing of this fort 
for the future, you have them that's able 
enough to do for you •, and what's Life 
good for if we may not enjoy it whilft we 
are young and fit for it." 

Th 1 s Parting Speech of my good Friend 
the Bailiff was fo little of a Piece with 
thofe he had been ufed to make to me in 
my Diftrefs, that I now found the whole 
Hiftory of hisConduft. I am perfe<5My 
convinced that he was paid before for all 
his Civilities to me, that the very carrying 

me 
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me to the Gate of a Prifon was a concerted 
thing, and that the whole Conduft of the 
Fortnight I had been in his Houfewas in- 
tended only to give me a Senfe of my for- 
mer Follies, and pf what might have been 
the Confequences of them ; the whole a 
concerted Scheme, and my Friends, who- 
ever they were, the main Springs that 
gave Motion to it. 

I found my Stock confiderably dimi- 
niflied by the Multiplicity of Demands 
upon me after every thing had been paid ; 
but as I doubted not having a farther Sup- 
ply from xhe fame Quarter, I was not un- 
eafy on this Head. I had been defired by 
my Friend to leave word at the St. James's 
Coffeehoufe where I took up my Habita- 
tion, and in. about three Days I received 
a Packet, on opening of which I found 
myfelf in Pofleffion of my fatal Agree- 
ment with the Play-houfe Manager. It 
was accompanied with a Letter of Advice, 
and Promifes of future Affiftance if I did 
not fall into my former Follies. 

I now thought myfelf once more the 
happieft of Humankind : The Recovery 
from this - iaft Bondage gave me a fincerer 

Tranfport 
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Tranfpart than any Part of my whole pre- 
ceding Fortune- I felt the Joy of having 
Friends willing again to receive me inia 
Favour, and I determined very honeftlyj 
and w ry heartily never againto. forfeit it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, VIII. 

A very unexpefod Vifit. The Confequences 
of it not quite fuch as might have betn ex- 
petted. 

IT was eafy for me to guefs that myf 
Conduit was watched ; and I was fiiN 
ficiently upon my Guard againft a Sur- 
prize : Indeed my former Misfortunes had 
fo thoroughly imprefled a Senfe of my 
Condition upon me, that there would have 
been no Danger without rhis peculiar Carfc 
of my making a new falfe Step. I had 
determined to regain the Favour of thofe 
who I found were willing to receive me, 
and thought myfelf fofficiently fecur£ 
of effe&ing it. The Servant of the 
Houfe, one Morning as I was at Break - 
faft, introduced to me, after the Ceremo- 
ny of mentioning a Gentleman below who 
would not fend up his Name, my old 
Friend the Bailiff. 

I imagined this a foolifh Vifit of Ci- 
vility, but I was foon better informed of 
die Nature of his Errand. This friendly 
Gentleman had, it feetns* immediately 
' Vox,. I. D after* 
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after my Difcharge, been at my old Lodg- 
ings among my Tradefmen, and even to 
all my Friends round, to whom I had be- 
fore Cent, to enquire after Debts, ?nd tell 
the People to whom they were owing, 
that this was their time to be paid. My 
Creditors had been fo unanimous in heap- 
ing their Aftions upon me after the firft, 
that there was not one of them to whom 
I now owed a Sixpence. My Friends I had 
never afked Obligations of but in the time 
of my Diftreis, and they had then one by 
one refufed me ; my Miftrefs was the only 
Perfon remaining for him to apply to, and 
he curfcd himfelf for not having thought 
of her before, as the 6tteft of all People 
for his Purpofe. With this Lady he had 
made an Agreement of fharing what Mo- 
ney they could get out of me, and in Con- 
fequence of this, had now brought an Ac- 
tion againft me for eighty-fix Pounds for 
Neccifcries which had been fupplied her 
by the Frippery Women, &V. during the 
.time of htr being under my Pro ted ion. 
My old Friend laughed at the ferious Air 
with which 1 received this Attack : He 
told me it was all juft nothing : Th*t he 
would anfwer for its being made up before 
the Evening, and a Sum of Money 

i put 
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put into my Pocket befide. I looked up- 
on it in t very different Light r Which of 
us was in the right, the Reader will foon be 
informed. 

I took gp my Habitation for the fe- 
cond time in my former Apartments : In 
the Afternoon I did indeed receive a Let- 
ter from the Quarter the Bailiff had men- 
tioned ; but the Purport of it was far from 
ftseh as he expe&ed. It ran thus : 

MSI R, 
** T HAVE been wHKng to think well 
c * JL of you, againft: Evidence that I 
** • ought not. I have relieved you from a 
** Diltrefs under which you mult have 
44 funk, and was willing to have received 
** you into Favour : You have no body 
** to blame but yourfelf that my Inten- 
" tions are frustrated. A fecond' Debt fo 
" immediately after the firft, and this on 
€< fo fcandalous an Occafion, (hews me 
you are not to be preferved : I only 
write this to afiure you that you are left 
" to your own Cacr, and to warn you 
44 againft fo fatal an Error as the depend* 
" ing on me for any farther Services. 




* * * • * ** 
D 2 This 
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This was written in the fame hand with 
my former Letters from my Benefaftor, 
for I knew not by what other Name to 
call him. I was convinced there was no 
Hope for me of ever reinftating myfelf in 
his Favour, and was infinitely more dif- 
trcffed by this newLofsof it than if I had 
deferved it. I called up the Bailiff, fhew- 
edhim my Letter, and told him the Folly 
of expe&ing any thing better than it pre- 
faged. He kept me in his Houfe about 
five Days after this, in Hopes of a Miti- 
gation of the Sentence it contained, but in* 
all that time hearing no more from the fame 
Quarter, he entered into a Oompofition 
with me, and with the Confent of the Plain- 
tiff was fo generous as to give me my Li- 
berty at the Price of every Farthing I was 
worth in the World. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 

An Adventure in the Park — An Acquaint- 
ance begun with a P erf on of Quality. 

IT was about eleven o'clock, on a fine 
May Morning, that my companionate 
Hoft had accepted thefe Conditions for my 
Releafe : I found myfelf at Liberty in- 
deed to go whitherfoever I plealed, but I 
knew not whither to go. Friends I was 
well afiured I had none, of Money I had 
no Profped of raifing the moft trifling 
Supply, My Lodgings I had no Right to 
think of continuing under my prefent Cir- 
'Cumftances, and a more immediate Call 
than all thefe I was as little prepared to 
anfwer, namely, that of a Dinner. I had 
heard much of a Recipe famous on thefe 
Occafions, and always taken in the Park, 
and after fauntering an Hour or two in the 
Streets, I got thither about one to reap the 
Benefit of the Prefcription. I had counted 
as far as eight and twenty, when a tall, ma- 
jeftic, and very graceful Female Figure 
ftrode by me, and, as (he paffed, turned 
full upon me, to look in my Face : She 
feemed to take no particular Notice of me, 

D 3 but 
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but ordered a Footman who followed her, 
to open the Gate into the Green Park, near 
which we then were. 

It is amazing to think at what (lender 
Twigs Defpair will catch, to keep its Head 
above Water a little longer. I had, I 
could have, no Reafon, to imagine the 
Lady meant any thing by thofc Orders 
more than the getting out of a Croud ; but 
there was a Poflibility ihe might : I follow- 
ed her up to the Gate, and as fhe paffed 
thVough begged her Permiflion to come 
in : She faid no more to me than, i€ Sir, 
if you pleafe :" But the peculiar Good-na- 
ture (he expreffed by the Smile with which 
ihe fpoke it, gave me ft ill farther I magi r 
nations of the fain* Turn wkh my firft. 

A Pingh of Snuff, the treading upon a 
Perfon's Toes, or fifty other Accidents of 
the fame k hid, are often theBcgirmiagi of 
Conversations that,' by Degrees, ripen into 
the moft perfeft Intimacies : k was caff 
from three Word* on* a Side to advance to 
more ; I walked by the Side of the Fair* 
one, and Ihe made no Obje&iqn to it : 
We fell into a Con vet fation upon the com* 
men Subjc&s of Difcourfe with great Fa- 
miliarity, 
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mitiarky, and continued it till we came to 
ft Sear, where the Lady faidfhe was tired \ 
but, Sir, fays flie, if you are more in- 
dined to walk, don't kt me detain you. 
I told her, if fhe wowld give me Leave, I 
would rafcher take the other Corner of the 
Seat ; to this (he did not even look an Oi> 
je&ien, bm reeolleding that fhe had left 
her SmrfFbox on her Toilette,, difpatched 
the -Servant back for it, and gave me a 
very ample Opportunity of declaring arty 
thing 1 had to fay to her. 

I was as fenfible of the good Intentions 
of the Lady in this, as Lord Foppington is 
of Amanda's in the Play, when he inter- 
prets her faying fome commonly civil 
thing to him, into Pray lie with me : All 
my Refolution, however, was not enough 
to infpire a fingle Word that tended to- 
ward an Explanation : We continued the 
Convention infipidly enough a Quarter 
of an Hour-, when the Lady, after look- 
ing ftedfaftly at me for fome Moments, 
faid, " It is an odd Acquaintance we have 
made this Morning, but perhaps you will 
have no Reafon to complain of it. You 
are-melancholy : I mutt leave you at this 
time, for I have a Call or two to make in 

D 4 the 
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the Neighbourhood, but dine with me at 
half an Hour after four, and tell me the 
Occafion of it." 

I made a very low Bow by way of 
Teftimony of my Obedience to the Com- 
mand. Whether I dined there, and what 
other Confluences attended this Rencoun- 
ter, as they form another very different 
Period of Life from the former, mall be 
the Subject of the Cicceeding Book. 


fbt ENX> of the Firft Book. 
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* 

BOOK the Second. 
In which the Valet (not yet become 
fuch) is employed as a Man of In- 
trigue. 

CHAP. I. 

An elegant Introduction to a new . Acquaint- 
ance. 

HE Lady, into whofe Ac- 
quaintance I had fo oppor- 
tunely and fo unexpectedly 
fallen, left me the Moment fhe 
had heard my Affent to her 
Invitation. I gazed after her with Admi- 

D 5 ration* 
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ration, as (he pafied in at a little Gate that 
Jcads out of the Green Park into one of the 
polite Streets at St. James's, and was fo 
taken up with the Contemplation of her 
Shape, the eafieft and moft graceful in the 
' World, her Leg fo fmall that I wondered 
how it could fupport her, and her Air at 
once the moft majeftic and the moft in- 
viting imaginable, that I never had Lei- 
fure to recolleft, till (he had been gone 
fome Moments, that though I had Per- 
miflion to dine with her* I did not know 
where fhe lived. 

Thb Tranfport which the Thought of 
poflefling fuch an angelic Creature had 
given me, had cheated me out of the Means. 
I flew to the Gate after her, but I found lhe 
had locked it : I faw her before me at a 
Diftance indeed, but I neither dared to 
call to her, nor knew how \ I offered a 
Fellow who pafled by at that Inftant half 
a Crown to tell me who fhe was, but I hap- 
pily efcaped a Demand which my Impe- 
trnfity had made me forget that I had it 
not in my Power to pay, by his not be- 
i*g able to anfwer my Queftion. My 
Eyes followed the heavenly Form till it 
was out of Sight, and 1 even curfed the 

Objedt 
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Objeft of my Wifhes, and my Uneafinefs, 
for being as carelefs as my felf in fo material 
a Particular. 

I was walking back in a very melan- 
choly Humour to the Seat, when I faw> 
,to my infinite Satisfa&ion, the Servant* 
who had been difpatched for the Snuff-box, 
advancing toward the fame Place. I now 
found the Obje& of my Adoration had her 
Wits more about her than I had : I attri- 
buted it to her being more aceuftomed to 
Intrigues, and had not time to determine 
whether it was owing to a great Prefence 
of Mind, or to a& Abfence of that tern-. 
pefkuaus Faffioa I was difcompofed with* 
that (he knew the Footman muft fall in my 
Way again.: Thi* welcome Minifter ap- 
proached me with great Refpeft, and after 
telling me that his Lady had miflaid her 
Box, for that be had not been able to find 
it •» he enquired if I had any farther Com- 
mands for him before h$ went to wait on 
her home from the Colonel's. I told him 
Ifhotrlddine with her, and received with 
infinite Tranfpoit the Name of the Lady 
and the Place where (he lived. 

D 6 There 
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There is fomethtng of a Pride in po£ 
felling the Perfon whom every body elfe 
admires, that adds vaftly to the Joy we 
have in the Conqueft : Though I thought 
my Rapture at the Height on the Subject 
of this earthly Goddefs before, I no foon- 
er heard that fhe was the Lady Revell, 
whom the whole World had fo long 
adored, than I found it capable of a ten- 
Fold Extream, by feeling it arrived at that 
enthufiaftic Period. I fet myfelf down to 
curfe the lazy, leaden-footed jiours that 
were to crawl between this Moment of my 
Expectation, and that of a Tranfport that 
was to make all Expectation poor. I fixed, 
my Eye upon the Hand of the Clock at 
Buckingham Houfe -, and a thoufand times 
in a Quarter of an Hour perfuaded myfejif 
that it flood. Every Minute became aa 
Hour, as I divefted myfelf of all Ideas 
but thofe which marked its Duration •, and 
I was frantic enough to fuppofe fome Dif-. 
compofure of the Univerle kept back the 
Sun, to make him keep Pace with the 
lazy Meafurer of Time before me. 

This was my Employment for thefirft: 
Three-fourths of the Chafm that had inter- 

pofed 
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pofed between me and my Hopes ; bur, 
as the Period approached, they wandered 
to a thoufand other more important Ob- 
jedts : At one Inftant I could not believe 
my Happinefs, at another I was carrying 
it to Madnefs on the Wings of Fancy : 
One Moment I was employed in guefling 
whether I fbould find her alone, and the 
next in determining in whatSpecies of Rap- 
ture I fhould addrefs her : This Minute I 
funk into Nothing, with the Idea of her 
being denied to me, and the next 1 painted 
fuch a Scene as the Confequence of our 
Rencountre, that my Brain ached with be- 
ing ftretched to comprehend it. 

In the midft of this glorious Reverie 
the Clock ftruck four. I knew I could 
not be lefs than a Quarter of an Hour in 
going to the . Place : I confidered it was 
not my Bufinefs to run in when Dinner 
was upon the Table : I received this as the 
Signal of my fettmg off for the Land of 
Blifs ; and my Raptures funk into an uni- 
verfal Tremor. I dreaded I knew not 
what : My Heart fluttered as if I had feen 
the Fire of a Cannon levelled againft my 
Brealt ; and, fuch is human Irrefolution, 
fuch the innate Poltroonnefs of our Difpo- 

x fition* 
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fifion, that I had ahnoft a mini not to gen 
All the Profoeci: which had appeared 
hitherto fo fotr to me, vanifhed I knew 
not why, and a Terror of I knew not 
what prefenred itfeif fo ftrongly in its Place, 
that I much queftion whether if I had 
known where eHfc to go to EErmer, Iftiontd 
not have deferred my whole Plan. 

My Pafiions, Vhich ought to have 
given me Wings on fo glorious an Qcca* 
fion, armed themfehres agaaoft rae v aiid the 
mere Force of Reaibn injpircd me with the 
Refolution that carried me to the Scene of 
Tranfporc. The feme Fcxotmaa who had 
given me my Directions, received me at 
the Door -, he begged Ptrmtffion to wipe 
my Shoes with his Napkin, and, with an 
Obfequioufnefs I had never feen in a Do- 
mcftk before, ufhered me in to a Par lour- 

With what Tfanfport was it that I fawr 
a Table fpread only for two, under the: 
Shadow of a Sideboard of Plate that might 
have ferved a City Company. I had time 
while I was alone to obferve the Tafte and 
Furniture of the Room. The Cieling was? 
painted with the Lovesof Venus and Adams? 
The Damaflc Hangings were covered with 

a Pro* 
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a Profofion of jthofc Pi&urea in which the 
mafterly Execution ftands in the Place of 
Decency, and whkh a Lady who has 
Taftemay look at without theReftraint of 
fo inferior a Quality as Modefty^; ,the 
Windows, though they did not look into 
the Street, had Blinds that rendered it im- 
poflible for any thing under the Stature of 
a Giant to look in, if a Miracle could haver 
brought any body into the Way ; and 
though every Chair was a Settee, there 
flood a magnificent Pecbe mmorttl in one 
Corner, whofe rifing Down invited pre£ 
fing. 

I had juft gone through the Examina- 
tion of the Room and its Furniture, when: 
the Lady, as if ihe had chofen the Mo- 
ment for her Appearance, entered. Thou 
art envying me now, gentle Rival, toy 
Reader, the mod rapturous Kifi that ever 
human Lips gave or received. But thou 
art miftaken. That Ceremony thou art 
to know did not paft between us : What 
did thou ftiak hear in the next Chapter. 


CHAR 
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CHAP. II. 

Some Miftakes about the Nature of the new 

Intimacy adjufied. 

IF I had admired, if I had adored 
Lady Revell in the Diftiabille of her 
Morning Excurfion ; with what a Mix* 
ture of Amazement and Enthufiaftic De- 
votion did I now meet the full Power of 
her Charms under the Advantages of Re- 
gularity and Ornament. She was not 
now dreffed, but in an Undrefs that had 
been the Subjeft of more Confutation* 
and that difplay'd more Charms than all 
that ftifF Pomp of Regularity, whiclv is 
more contrived to (hew the Riches than 
the Beauty of the Perfon ; the Jewels, 
than the Face they were meant to adoro. 

I could not take my Eyes ofF 
From thole which I faw fwimming in 
Floods of Brilliancy : When I defcended 
from that Charm, a Skin, fuperior to 
every thing that Nature ever form'd under 
that Name, ravifh'd and aftonifli'd me ^ 
and if I glanced fideway, Hair that would 
have been black and ihining any where* 
here feemed to give as much Advantage 

a& 
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as it received in the Contraft with the liv- 
ing Alabafter from which it fprung : Her 
jofy Lips moiftened with a Dew that ad- 
ded to their natural Polilh, called to.be 
prefled, but they called to me in vain ; I 
was more in a Fit of Adoration than of 
Love, L approached her trembling ; 
made a cold Compliment } and juft fum- 
moned Courage enough to plead the Occa- 
fion of my Confufion for its Pardon. 

There is nothing a Woman fo much 
loves to receive as Adoration ; nor is there 
any Height to which that can be carried 
that will offend. I had no Reafon to be 
diflatisfied with the Effe&s of my auk* 
ward Addrels ; but the Servants entering 
with fome of the Diflies prevented every 
thing that would have been faid upon the 
Subjedt. - We dined with great Elegance 
and Satisfaction. The common Subje&s 
of Converfation furnifhed us with fuifi- 
cient Matter, to keep up a Difcourfe, 
fuch as Servants might hear ; and this In- 
terval, though 1 had been thoroughly dif- 
fatisfied with it at firft, ferved very hap- 
pily to familiarize us to one another before 
we entered on a more interefting Subjeft. 

The 
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The Room was no fbooer ctear'd, than 
the Lady opened a new Scene, by wiling 
me, chat foe knew not how co account 
for the Notice {he had taken of me, but 
that fomething (buck her in my Favour 
the Moment (he law me* " I find myfelf 
interested, Sir, continued (he, in every 
thing that concerns you ; I am grieved to 
fee you dejected. I told you, I would 
take this Opportunity of afkiqg you the 
Caufe ; but don't let my Concern for you 
lead me into Impertinence. So much of 
your Story as you can have Pfeafurc in 
telling, and give me Leave to add, fuch 
Part of it, as may tend to inform me, hi 
what manner I may be of Service to you* 
I (hall be happy to hear : The reft to Ob- 
livion." 

!ha£> lfftened to ter with an Attend 
tfon, that as Sk&kefpsarc phrafes it, fa 
V0m > d ttp htr Tftfeourte \ •* Is itjpriffibfei 
exclaimed I, thit mrure can have la* 
vifhed on ofte Obje6t in this manner all 
that fhe had to grace a Sex -with ? fuch aA 
Underftanding wish ftch a Form ! w — I 
was going on with thia honeft Rapture* 
with no common Vehemence, but the 
Lady flopped me. ** Come, come, fays 

(he» 
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(he, this is not oar Bufinds, you fhaU 
talk of this when you are cooler 1 but 
now if you'll oblige me, give me the 
means of obliging you ?" " I find, Ma* 
ctam, replied I, that nothing can excufc 
my Gratitude, or my Aftonifhment, and 
I therefore won't attempt it. Your Lady- 
fliip is pleafed to exprefs a Defire to be 
acquainted with a Parr of my Story ; a 
few Words will deliver the Whole : There's 
much of it that I rnuft blulh u as FoUy, 
none that I can accufe as guilty : But I 
ihall hide no Part of it from your Lady- 
fhtp ; but (hew you, that whatever Di- 
ftreft your Companion may have fuppos'd, 
it found me in y you could not poflibiy con- 
ceive any thing fo calamitous at it truly is. 
From this Exordium I gave her the whole 
Story of my Life, at thott gentle Reader 
haft been informed of it in the preceding 
Page*. I could perceive (he was often 
moved at the Relation, and toward tha 
End, (he did not deny it a Tear. 

* 

I was rifirtg co kife away the Tefti* 
mony of her Concern for me, but fome* 
what I knew not how to underftand, nor 
know at this time to de&ribe, forbad it : 
She feemed to fee thi^ and ga?e me a 

Look 
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Look of Approbation. As foon as fhe 
had wiped off the Marks of her Concern, 
cc You are, faid fhe, then, what I at firfi 
fuppofed you, a Gentleman : And you 
are in as much Diftrefs as 1 it is poffible to 
be reduced to ; it fliall not be my Fault 
if you are not relieved from it. You 
have declared an Affair of Gallantry to 
me, and I think you fpoke of it feelingly ; 
can you engage in earned in another, 
which would be more to your Advatage ?** 

I had now leaped up in earned: from 
my Chair, and had the Goddefs of my 
Idolatry in a manner in my Arms, when 
fhe put me back with a commanding 
Air, and as foon as I had recovered my 
Diftance, told me with a Smile, that 
fpoke a Mixture of great Good»naturc 
and Companion, " I am ferry I muffc 
mortify you a little ; but you mud bear 
it. I don't pretend to fee a Fault in your 
Figure ; your Face is as good a one as I 
know, and your Manner has a modeft 
Diffidence in it that is cut out for pleafing > 
but you mud not wonder that I who am 
followed by every thing that is great and 
gay in the World, do not fall down and 
worfhip you. I can eafily pardon your 

Miftake, 
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Miftake, for it is a very natural one ; but 
this is not our Bufinefe ;. my Views are of 
another Kind, and you muft direft your 
Conquefts another way, if you would have 
me of Service to you. 

Answer me truly, if you will be 
dictated to in this ; it is a Confidence of 
no common Kind I am about to repofe in 
you, and I expeft a Determination from 
which you will not go back/' 

It is impoflible to fay, whether I was 
more - aftonifhed or mortify'd at this 
Thunderbolt of a Declaration. 1 anfwer- 
ed •, <c You fee me defperate, Madam :^ 
I cannot fay, whether I will or will not 
engage in a thing which I am at this time 
unacquainted with ; but I pawn my Soul 
and Honour upon the Forfeit, that if I do 
not, the whole fhall die in fecret". " It is 
enough, replied the Lady, it is my Intercft 
to believe you, and I am confident I may. 

You are to know then, that whether a 
Woman falls into many Intimacies at 
a time with Men through Neceffity, or 
indulges herfelf in it on Choice, fhe 
never is without her particular Favourite, 

Even 
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Even Variety, fond as ihe may he of it> 
while it delude* her into the giving the 
Man ihe likes a thpufand Rivals* doca 
not take off the Preference fbe {till allows 
him. Her other Attachments are rather 
Sallies of Wantonnefs than fettled Lik- 
ings; and tho' ihe may loti half an 
Hour in the Eafy- Chair of a Friend, the. 
Couch at home keeps up ita Prerogative 
to her fettled Efleetn : It is in my Nature 
to feel the Attacks of all the Foibles of 
my Sex, and it is not in my Inclination to 
refift any of them. I have a natural Pbo- 
penfity to roving, but I have alfo an un* 
conquerable Tendernefc for one Man \ and 
it is my Misfortune to have this fixed on • 
the Man, whom of all the World ray 
Reafon would have laft direfted me to 

m 

the Choice of. I don't mean by this, 
that his Perfon or Accomplishments are 
fuch as cannot warrant the Pre-eminence 
I give him -, hut; he is one whoqa Forr 
tune^that takes a malicious Pleafure in 
difconcerting every rational Scheme in the 
World, has qualify'd worfe than any body 
I know for the Purpofe. 

s 

He was, when I firft knew him, a Man 
of Merit with a finajl Fortune : I had my 

Eye 
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Eye^ipon him. *$ am who might com- 
mand mine If he would ftfcmtt to my 
Condition ; but whik half Words and 
©bfcurc Declarations were making my 
way to him, a Woman of fuperior For- 
tune, bought him at a Price at which I 
ifeould have refuted him : She married 
bim : Her Fortune is at prefect 100 much 
in her own Power ; and the happy Beg-* 
gar rattles his Chains till Jhe thinks the 
Mufic agreeable. 

You will not imagine, that our Ad- 
vances, tho* they did not perfe&ly fuc- 
seeed, yet were things of courfe to either 
of us, or could be forgot or kid afide at 
pWure, He was no foomr married* 
than he renewed his Attempts up6n me 
with double Violence : You are to know 
all: Hefucceeded 1 and while I fuppofcd 
I had given him no more than I had be* 
flowed on others, my Perfpn, I found he 
had taken my Heart with it. 

Or at 1 tv de would have bid him give 
me hi* in return, cotfld he ha ve wanted a bet- 
ter Motive : Our Acquaintance continues ; 
and in (hurt, his Wife enjoys him, as he 
does her Fortune : She was mean enough, 

becaufe 
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becaufe his Circumftances rendered it im- 
poflible for him to make Conditions, to 
give him very bad ones ; and he is gene- 
rous enough to give me his Heart with no 
Conditions at all. 

I don't pretend, that our Acquaintance 
h not already the happieft in the World ; 
but I fee it may, and know it ought to be 
happier. I am one of thofe People* who 
think nothing good while- it is poflible to 
make it better : My Fortune fupports us 
in Affluence, but the Addition of hcr's 
would reduce Extravagance itfelf into the 
Bounds of Oeconomy. The Laws of 
England give a Hufband the Right to all 
his Wife poffefles, and I can fee no Juftice, 
though there may be Law in the Subter- 
fuge, by which this Lady deprives her's of 
his Privilege, Where Artifice has been 
ufed on one Part, it is fair to return it 
from the other. Secure as this Lady fup- 
pofes herfelf in her Settlements, there is a 
Way to overthrow them •, a Way which 
you may open to us, Sir ; and which I 
am fo perfedly convinced of your fuc- 
ceeding in, that I am not afraid to ven- 
ture a large Sum upon the Trial. 

A* 
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As fhe fpoke this, flie put Bank Notes 
to the Amount of two tho$and Pounds 
into my Hand, and not waiting for a Re- 
ply to what (he had been faying, (he pro- 
ceeded : 4C You are clear, I dare fay iij 
the Jleafons I have alledged, for what I 
have to propofe to you : What it is I fancy 
you could fpare me the telling. An Adul- 
trefs,you know, forfeits all Claim to what her 
Marriage Settlements had fecured to her ; 
and her Hulband recovers, if he had foolr 
iflily loft it, the Power, which Nature, 
Law, and the Cuftom of the World had 
given him. I, who am a Woman, know 
what Woman is : I know that Virtue- 
is an imaginary Exiftence; I am. fenfi- 
ble enough, that fome Women think it 
worth their while to conceal their Faults, 
and that others have little Temptations to 
fall irito any •, but I know alfo, thateveny 
Woman may be won, or that I am made 
of different Materials from the reft of 
them. You fhall be introduced as happily 
as you could wifh to this Lady ; you fliall 
know from me the Hours of her Huf- 
-band's certain Abfence. You have a Man- 
ner calculated to fucceed, a Form that 
mud command 
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The Hufband till all is ripe (hall not 
be let into the Secret ; but when you have 
fucceeded, he fhall be told how he may 
find her criminal. The Confequence 
of this will be, his difmifiing her with a 
thoufand Pounds a Year; my paying your 
. Services with an Annuity of the fame Va- 
lue *, and his adding to my Fortune fuch 
an immenfe one of his own, that the very 
Tmpofiibility of outrunning fhall make us 
Oeconomifts. If you fall into this readily, 
'concluded the Lady, give me your Hand, 
and about it ; if you have Scruples, go 
home and fatisfy them. I won't be plagu'd 
with what I know to be impertinent and 
fllly : There is Reafon on the Side of 
what I propofe to you, and I know you 
have Underftanding enough to be con- 
vinced by it. I fee, continued flie, you 
waVer : I tell you, I won't hear a Sylla- 
ble ; go and grow wife by yourfelf, and 
let me fee 'you To-morrow. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Great GonjuUftion about the accepting or £&- 
dining the Offer \made by Lady Revell.— * 
The Determination #t length is made h^ 

tmm both. 

/I S the Lady, whole tiarangtiehafc 
j£\ £urnifhed the Matter pf the greater 
Part of the preceding Chapter, concluded 
it, Ihe went out of t&e Room with a Smile 
upon her Countenance, and told me (he 
was engaged that Inftant on a Vifit. I did 
not chink it my; Bufineis to keep Poflcfliort 
of the Houfe in her Abfence, and decamp- 
ed. I faw only the lame Servant who had 
let me in, and he eafily accepted my Ex* 
cufe of having only Paper about me, as I 
accompanied it with a Promifeof remem* 
bering him properly the Day after. 

Heavens! with what different 
Thoughts from thofe with which I had en- 
tered thefe Doors did I leave them ! The 
Beauty of the Miftrefs of the Houfe was 
wiped off from my Remembrance, and 
my fulien Compofure at leaving it, could 
be equalled by nothing but my frantic Joy 
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at going up to it. What a Change in the 
fame Frame in the Courfe of a few Hours ! 

I had plodded away a Quarter of a 
Mile, through Kennels without feeing that 
there were any, and along Streets without 
examining what they were, before I recol- 
lected that I did not know where I was 
going. I got into a Chair, and gave Di- 
rections to my Lodgings without confider- 
jng what I faid to the Fellows ; and was 
feated in my Arm-chair before 1 recollected 
that all this was noway improper ; that 
my Finances would very well fupport the 
Expence of fuch a Lodging ; and that as 
nothing of the Bufinefs of my Abfence had 
been known to the People, there was not 
a better Way to prevent its being fufpedted 
than this of returning to them without 
Ceremony. / 

I now found myfelf at leifure to refleCt 
on the Scheme in which I was embarked : 
I recapitulated all Lady ReveWs Rea : 
fons for the Juftice of what I was to fet 
about, but I could, not find them conclu- 
five : I was (hocked at feeing fuch an un- 
common Underftanding fo fhamefully 
abufed and proftitutcd, and I came at 

length 


** 


ofaVALET. 77 

length to a Refolution of returning her the 
Money, and giving her a Ledture of Mo- 
rality with it. Happily for me fhe was 
not at home when I waited on her with 
this wife Intention. I had a Night to cool 
upon my firft Refentments againft the Per- 
fon who dared attempt to bribe me to fuch 
a Villainy, and in the Morning the Confi- 
deration of my diftreffed Circumftancs 
urged me to pretend, at leaft, to comply 
.with the Terms that were offered for the 
mending them. Two thoufand Pound* 
,to a Man who knew not where upon the 
Earth to rajfe two Pence, was a Sum not 
to be lightly facrificed. I found myfelf 
poffeffed of it : The Means of keeping it 
were fuch as I could by.no means fubmit 
to ; i>ut it remained to find whether there 
might not be a Poffibility of changing them 
for better. 

That I could ever bring myfelf to 
pretend a Paffion where I had it not, and 
by that Pretence to expofe to Infamy and 
Ruin a Perfon now innocent, but who 
might poffibly fall a Sacrifice to it, was 
more than the Opinion I entertained of 
myfelf would let me give the leaft Credit 
to : But, on the other hand, I was to pq- 
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rilh for Want if I declared againfl: it. 
ceffity is ingenious : I foon found, that 
though it would be villainous, beyond Ex- 
prefiion, to lay the Scene of punilhing with 
Ruin a Perfon at prefent innocent ; ye* 
that if I made Lady Revell lofe this Sum, 
it was not Ruin to her, and that fhe alfo 
was a guilty Perfon : I tafily brought my* 
felf to be of Opinion, that the facrificing 
' this Sum was but a very moderate Puriifh- 
ment for her criminal Intent ; and if Reafon 
could not fliew me the Right that I had to 
be the Executioner of this Piece of Juftice, 
Jtfeceffity foon pleaded that no body clfe 
could do it, and that I ifaonld deferve fomt 
Reward for my not engaging in fo villain* 
ous a Defign, for the Frofpedt of fo vaftly 
more ceftfiderable a Reward which I was 
ft receive tttthe Execution of it* 

/ 

The next Thing to this honeft Refolu- 
lion of robbing Lady Rrvttt of her two 
thoufand Pounds, was the determining in 
what Manner that was to be done : The 
iirft Thought that offered itfelf was the 
ieaving the Kingdom with it ; but this I 
cafily forefaw would be attended with Con- 
ftquences that were not worth the pur- 
^hafing at that Price : To ftay and not 

engage 
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engage in th$ Enterprise was impracti- 
cable ; hut a hsppy Medium fopn offered, 
\yhich wa§ the pretending to prpfecute the 
Lady's Purpofe tljo I really did apt. This 
flattered my Hon^fty extremely, and I 
fount! a fenfible Plcafjurs in the. Thought 
gi not; pnly declining the Scheme myfelf, 
but renffefipg i? at thj? fame tinje impof- 
(ibJe for any body ejfe to execute it. The 
Ufewhish Lady Revell intended foould be 
mad/e of the Sum fh$ had given me, flat- 
bed my Y an JJY- Drefs and Equipage 
W#re as njuch tpy Pafl^Pn as. her Lady- 
fhip's Purppfc ; and I, who had a bet-- 
Hgr Opinjop of hc# Se$ than herfelf 
had, thought not only t^at it would be 
very eafy for me to make an innocent Ac- 
quaintance \yith the Lady I was to be in- 
troduced to \ but that if ever the Matter 
filppk} come tp an Explanation, it would 
be eafy to convince any body elfe, if not 
her Ladyfhip, that two thoufand Pounds 
might be expended upon an Attack on a 
Lady's Virtue, ^nd notfucceed. 

With thefe Refolutions I waited on my 
Benefa&refs the next Day t We dined 
alone, as before, and after Dinner (he 
gjked me, with a very good-natured Smile, 
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whether (he was to congratulate me On the 
getting the better of my Scruples. I told 
her that I was ready to be introduced to the 
Lady,* No! replied (he fmartly, not fo 
ready as you fuppofe. Here's a Houfe 
ready furnilhed in the Square, take it this 
Afternoon, hire half a dozen Servants, 
and order your Chariot and Cloaths to be 
ready in four Days, you can't get 'em in 
his : And then for Succefs ; for I am fure 
of it We were now interrupted in our 
Converfation by the Notice of a Lady be- 
ing come in on a Vifif, and I received my 
laft Inftruftions to keep myfelf up for the 
time in which Preparations fhould:be 
making for my Appearance. 

I was willing to flatter my Vanity with 

fuppofing that Lady Revell, in fpiteof all 

the Freedom of her Declarations, was not 

indifferent in regard to me : But whether 

this were really the Caufc, or whether fhe 

' were fo taken up with other Engagements 

'as to have no Moment for thinking of me ; 

• whether fhe poftponed " to every other 

Choice, a Man whom fhe knew (he might 

have when (he pleafed ; or whether Ihe had 

the Caution to keep me fharp-fet for my 

new Attack, and not fend me with a palled 

Appetite 
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Appetite to an Entertainment at which it 
was fo much her Intereft that I mould be 
hungry, I know not ; but fo it was, that 
after having given all the necefiary Orders, ■ 
I waited at home four whole Days in hour- 
ly Expectation of a Billet, or of a Vifit, 
as I knew fhe was fuffidently affured of 
finding me at home, but without the leaft 
Notice of there being fuch a Perfon as her 
Ladyflaipin Exiftence.. 
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C H A P. IV. 

Virrartftil Pfepkratmsfcr the mtiking s 
i^ri^^—Aifuecbna JitcouM of Mrs. 
Ready'* Affmbim. 

ON the Aftd-nben of i*fe fourth Day 
ttgilt Chariot appealed at my Door; 

Jmy Taylor, my Wigmaker, and all my 
other People of Bufinefs waited to drefe 
me •, and after two Hours employed in 
equipping me for Vi&ory, I ftept into my 
Equipage with a Heart full of Joy, Gran- 
deur, Expectations, and even Certainty of 
•very thing I fhould attempt : I gave the 
Word for Lady Revell's as I got in ; but 

€ was ftrangely (hocked a few Minutes after 
at hearing that her Ladyfhip was not at 
fcome* The Queftion of where I fhould 
go next, was one of thofe ' that heartily 
perplex us, becaufe we are by no means 
prepared for them ; I gave Orders, in a 
taultering Voice, to the 5/. Jamefs Coffee- 
houfe, and went away with a Heart in a 
ftrangely different Situation from that in 
which it had come thither. 

People's Eyes were upon me, as they 
ahvaysSre upon a Rlan whom they don't 

I kjpow, 
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know, and wjio pukes a Figure, the Mo 
jment I entered the Room 5 but there was 
not time for an impertinent Queftion be- 
fore a Chairman brought me a Card. It 
.was with infinite Joy that 1 found it wa$ 
from tfie Lady whofe Houfe I had 
juft left, and that I w^s honoured with 
her Commands of coming infently to her* 
This accomplifhed Woman was by much 
A greater MLftrefs of Intrigue, than I a 
*Mafter of it. I. was npt fummoned to 
Jjer oivn Houfe, and the £r& Command 
J received w^s npw po appear there any 
more for F<#r <?f Suspicion. J had the 
)Hoi)QMr to njeet the Lady, by Appoint-. 
fl)ent, at $he Houfe of Mrs. Ready > a 
rQentlewoman wftokept, an Affemibiy where 
,nooe bttt people af F afliion t were admitted, 
and Qven of (hofe nope but fuch as a Ma- 
jority >of the Company approved; and who 
fupported her ikwily genteely on the 
Card-n>owy. 

Lapy KfiveR was Qije of this ufeful 
.-(^ntjeworpan's.beftiFriepds \ fhe had in- 
deed been the firft Defigner apd great Pro- 
moter of the Entertainments at her Houfe, 
^nd while the generality of the People who 
^went .thkhcr Had no Knowledge of any 

£6 farther 
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farther Ufe in the Place, than the Meet- 
ing to lofe their Money in an Evening, 
this Lady, and a few more who were in 
the Secret, knew there was a Poffibility of 
meeting a Friend by Accident there in. a 
Morning, when they called about the 
fettling fome Party for the next Week, or 
on any other occasional Bufmefs. . 

Mrs. Ready no fooner Taw me enter 
the Room, than rubbing her Hands, and 
fm irking in a very chearful and trium- 
phant Manner, (he told her Ladyfhip (he 
was fure it would do. I was ftartled at 
finding a third Perfon in the Secret, but 
the Lady foon quieted my Scruples, by 
afluring me that Mrs. Ready was a Woman 
of great Addrefs, and Tfrould ferve me a 
thoufand Ways in my Enterprize ; and 
that I need be under no Apprehenfions 
about a Difcovery, for that (he was "as fe- 
cret as her Couch. Lud ! Lud I Mrs. 
Ready, continued (hje, if you were to tell 
Tales what would become of the Reputa- 
tion of half the Women of Character in 
this Town ? 

V 

I-h a d not yet feen the Lady I was to 
fall in Love with 5 and it would be paying 

an 
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an ill Compliment to my own Judgment 
to pretend that I was not much inclined to 
be fo with Lady Revell : It was with an 
uncommon Satisfaction that I found her 
Lady (hip muchlefs referved in her Beha- 
viour to me this Afternoon than at other 
times -, I attributed it to the Abfence we 
had juft put an End to, and was going to 
make fome favourable Conftruftions for 
my Paflion, but I was let into the Secret 
immediately after, by her obferving that 
I was born for Drefs, or it could never be- 
come me fo. 

I was in earned fond of the Lady who 
fpoke this ; I could not hear it without 
endeavouring to improve the Advantage : 
I could have wifhed to have owed: my 
good Fortune to my own Merit, rather 
than that of my Taylor, but I was in no 
Humour to lofe it, let it come what way 
it would. I had been let enough into the 
Charafter of the Lady of the Houfe to 
know fhe wifhed nothing more than to be 
convenient to her Friends * I only looked 
as if I had a mind to be alone, and Mrs. 
Ready vanifhed : I threw myfelf at the 
Feet of Lady Revell: cc My Heart and 
Soul are devoted to your Service, Angel J 

but 
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but don't fuppofe I an call th/m any bo- 
dy's but your own." I had die Impu- 
dence to fee looking towards Cpycb Wjhicji 
flood at .the lower End o/lhe Room as I 
Ipoke this : But I bad not the good For* 
tunc to be received as 1 grafted. " Sir, 
&id the Lady, with a Look of gteat Seve- 
rity, one Piece of Infolence more qjf this 
Stamp and I giye up every thing I expert 
from you, and turn you adrift ?gai&. Know 
me and4cnow your Bufiuefc : Rnowls&n 
defpUe you, while J know you will Suc- 
ceed with a Woman who fuppofcs httfclf 


virtuous." 


I had nothipg:for k but Submtffion : 
I obtained my Pardon under a Bfooiife of 
never repeating the Offence, and received 
my InftruAions in Prefenceof Mrs. Reafy* 
who was to haye no mean Share in tie 
Execution of the Plaq. 

I assumed a new Name, but without 
a Tide: I lived wi th gceat Splendour jn 
my Houie, andjas;I Jknew it was impof- 
fible I fhould be viGted by People of Ea- 
(hion, gave it out that my Plan was fpr 
Retirement: I wentfeldom into Public, 
in ^oniequeace of which, eveiy .body's 

Eyes 
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lSyesirareuponme whenever! dkU I af- 
fected to be fhy of making Acquaintances, 
■which made Pbgple court a Knowledge of 
me ; and I got it indultrioufly reported 
that I was a Man of Quality of a vaft For* 
tune, who determined to fpend a Year or 
two in London. 

I was follicited to goto twenty Places, 
^faich I refufed. Schemes were Jaid for 
getting me to a Number of Routs, all 
which were frustrated bymy Referyednefc, 
but Mrs, Readfsvrasfo private andtetired 
a Party, that I was at length prevailed 
with fomctimes to make one at a ^Card- 
table there. My appearing at this Rout 
was a Fortune to Mrs. Ready, every bo* 
dy *s Curiolky led them to have a Peep at 
rme; and the Affembty, which before had 
been on die private Terms already men- 
tioned, now became the publickeft 4n 
Town. The Lady upon whom all this 
Artillery. of Stratagem was played, had 
hithdrto never been at this Houfe, imt we 
had foon thsIPleafare to fee her Name up- 
on a Lift of thofe who defired to' be admit- 
ted. Mrs* Ready was very communicative 
in anfwer to the ieveral Queries this Lady *s 
Curiofity propofed about me , and a Con- 
trivance 


. ■ 
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trivance that could appear no otherwife 
than in the Light of the perfe&eft Acci- 
dent in the World, placed me at the fame 
Table with her. 

We are always affe&ed with the Ap- 
pearances of Magnificence and Riches, 
though there is no Profpedt of our being 
profited by them ; I took more Pains to 
appear confiderable in the Eyes of the La- 
dy my Schemes were upon, than to de- 
clare myfelf her Lover : I kept up the 
Spirit of an uncommon Dignity during the 
whole Evening, without giving ] myfelf 
any thing that could be called Airs about 
it, or could betray that I was affe&ing to 
appear great -, and toward the breaking up 
of the Party, as Mrs. Ready was recom- 
mending an Objeft of Diftrefs to the Cha- 
rity of the Ladies of our Table (which 
was a very common Method of adding' to 
her Profits) when it came to my Turn to 
be foil ici ted, I afked with great Serioufnefs 
whether the Perfon were really an Objeft 
of Charity ? and on the Affurance of Mrs; 
Ready that fhe was fo, I put a Piece of 
Paper under the Candleftick : As foon as 
my Back was turned, Mrs. Ready indulged 
the Ladies Curiofity in opening this, and 

found 
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found it a Draught upon my Banker for a 
~ hundred and fifty Guineas. 

AParty was about this time propofed 
at the other End of the Room by Lady 
Revell, at which an Oratorio, performed 
compleat, was to make Part of the Even- 
ing's Entertainment. Mr. Han dell, who 
was prefent, was follicited to tell them- 
which of his Performances of this kind 
could be executed with the fmalleft Num- 
ber of Hands; but his Anfwer was, that 
rhey could have no Hands at all on the 
Night they mentioned, for that the whole 
Band he had been ufed to employ were en- 
gaged for that Evening at one of the 
Gentleman's Concerts who was juft gone 
out of the Room. Every body was upon 
the full Stare at fuch a Piece of Intelligence, 
and twenty People at once were exprefling 
their Surprize that they had never heard of 
any of thefe Performances ; when a Lady, 
planted among the thickeft of them for 
that Purpofe, declared, that lhe had twice 
had the Honour of being there, but that 
lhe did not wonder the thing was not more 
talked of, as it was wholly for the Gentle- 
. man's own Entertainment, and he only ad- 
mitted three or four feleft Friends. 

Here 
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Here was a fair Promife to the Comr 
pany of hearing fomething more of. my 
Affairs: They did not fail to afk 3 thou- 
fand QueHions at once ; a? to how flie 
came introduced, who 1 really wap, vj[bp 
knew me, and who. were the three on four 
others (he mentioned ? Myftery was the 

•Soul of our Plot, and this Miniftcr of our 
Purpofes did not choofe ta be very explicit 
on any of thefe Heads. She told them 
the Manner of her being introduced was a 
very odd one ; that (he had no Right to 

. mention the Circumftances of it; but th»t 
if (he could have named the reft of the 
Party to them, they would have been apt 
jto treat me with a very uncommon Pa- 
gree of RefpeA the next time they faw m* • 

The Company broke up full of Won- 
der about me, and full of very favourable 
Thoughts of me : I kept retired two Days 
after this public Appearance, and had the 
Pleafure to find my Referve added HOC * 
little to the exalted Opinion die World ok 
tcrtained of me. 


CHAf* 


a/tfVALET. 9? 


C H A P. V. 

The Execution of the Stratagem laid by La- 
dy Revdl begins favourably. 

MRS. Secure, the Lady who was 
doomed to fall before all this Ap- 
paratus of Splendour and Magnificence, 
was a Woman of about three, and twenty* 
very handfome, of a rather refervcd Turn 
in her Difpofition, not without fome Ad- 
mixture of Pride, and of ftrid Virtue. 
No body who had entertained a better 
Opinion of the Sex than Lady Revell* who 
meafured their Virtue by her own, and 
whoconfequently did not think it anOveg» 
ballance for a vaft deal of Artifice on a 
Man's Part, would have fuppo&d it pro- 
bable that an Attempt like ours could have 
fucceeded upon her. She had a Curiofity 
raifed pretty Mgh on my Account, and an 
Opinion of my being a Man of Confe- 
quence^ but this (lender Force was all we 
bad againft very fettled Principles, and a 
real Love for her Hulband j a Man whom 
lhe had made fuch from no other Motive, 
and who had the Addrefs, during an In- 
tefcourfc of the moft unjuftifiable Kind 

with 
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with Lady Revell* to keep up an Opinion 
in her, that he loved* efteemed, or even 
liked nothing in the Shape of Woman but 
herfelf. I had no Opportunity of meeting 
her again till the next public Night at 
Mrs. Ready" % ; but that good Lady, too 
careful to have any Opportunity loft, dif- 
patched a Card to Mrs. Secure* to acquaint 
her, that all the Party at the Table (he 
played at the Night before, would be 
there, and that if her Ladyfhip intended 
to honour her with her Prefence again, 
there was fomcthing (he begged leave to 
mention to her before (he joined the Com- 
pany. I don't know how far the Affurance 
of my being there might have worked up- 
on this Lady's Refolutions •, but Curiofity 
is irrefiftible : Mrs. Secure could not deep 
for wanting to know what it was the Gen- 
tlewoman of the Houfe could have to fay 
to her; (he not only went, but (he was 
there an Hour before thf>time. Mrs. 
Ready received her with great Proteftations 
jof the Senfe (he had of the Honour her 
Ladyfhip was pleafed to do her, and after 
Egging ten thoufand Pardons for the Li- 
berty (he had taken in requefting to fpeak 
to her Ladyfhip, told her it was only on 
the Subjedt of an Entertainment wHicn the 

Gentle- 
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Gentleman whom her Ladyfhip had feen 
there the Night before was to give two ' 
Days afterwards : " He has done me the 
Honour, Madam, continues this excellent 
Embaffadrefs, to defire I will name to him 
the Perfons of Fafhion of this Company to 
whom he may properly fend Cards 5 and 
all I meant by the Freedom I have taken, 
Madam, concludes fhe, was to afkwhe- 
ther it would be agreeable to your Lady- 
fhip and Mr. Secure to be of the Party, be- 
fore I mentioned it to him." 

Mrs. Secure told her flie was very much 
obliged to her for thinking of her on fuch 
an Occafion, and added, that if People of 
Fafhion went, and if it would be agreeable 
to the Gentleman to invite Mr. Secure with 
her, flie fhould go with very great Plea- 
sure. Here was the whole Point of the 
Entertainment gained ; the reft was eafily 
fettled to our Satisfaction. This was the 
firft Opportunity that had been given of 
feeing a Perfon whom tfo body doubted to 
be a Man of great Quality, at home. 
Mrs. Ready whifpered the fame Compli- 
ment that had taken in Mrs. Secure, to ~ 
half a Dozen other Perfons of Fafhion, 
and as fhe had the additional Strength of 

her 
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her Name and Mr. Secures to the firft of 
thofe to whom fhe mentioned it, fhe did 
not fail at every fucceding Application to 
reinforce her Civility with the Names of 
the others who bad accepted the Invita- 
tion. 

When half a Dozen were fecured, 
there was no Doubt about as many more 
as we pleafcd. 1 fent Cards to all thofe in 
Form who had already confented to come, 
and fixing it at three Days Di fiance, this 
was fo univerfally talked of, and fo many 
People of Condition were found to be in* 
vited, that when, on the Day before the 
Entertainment, I difpatched the reft of my 
Meffages, I had not one Excufe. 

Lady Revell was not of the Party : 
She had Intelligence of it before any body 
elfe had heard of it ; the Scheme was in- 
deed in part her own, and fhe knew the 
Ufe it was her Bufinefs to make of it. 
She took care to be complaining to Mr. 
Secure for three or four Days before it was 
propofed, of the few Opportunities they 
found of meeting, and did not fail to feize 
upon this Invitation as foon as it offered, 
by telling him it was but his flaying away 

front 
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from a Thing of Form, and of no fort of 
Entertainment, to give her fix Hours of 
his Company iff perfett Security from his 
Wife*s Sufpicion. 

Mr, Secure was really fond of Lady 
Revell : He embraced the Propofal with 
an unfeigned Joy : He engaged himfelf 
to wait on his Wife thither, and had fo 
little Guefs at the Intent of the Flan, that 
he thought he had done a notable Thing 
when he made a Pretence of Bufinefs that 
excufed him from going with her. 

* 

There is nothing more frequent in this 
fcheming Age than a Man's deceiving 
himfelf while he fuppofes he is cheating 
another : There is a fort of Retaliation in 
it that wears fome thing of the Face of 
Juftice to him ; and if it were poffible for 
Men to conceive how very frequently it is 
the Cafe, they would be a good deal more 
upon their Guard for their own Sakes, 
how they plotted againft others. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

An Intimacy begun with the Hujband efMrs. 
Secure.— More Advances made toward 
the Lady. 

NOTHING could exceed the Ele- 
gance, or, to ufea propererTerm, 
the Magnificence with which I, found the 
Way to entertain my Company. The 
beft Cooks in Town were retained for the 
Day in my Service ; the Confectioners 
Shops were half of them dripped to furnifli 
the Deferr, and the mod mafterly Band 
that could be provided, performed the 
Concert from which fo much had been ex- 
pected. It had been made a Point to in- 
vite the whole Party in Couples ; not a 
Lady but had her Father, her Brother, or 
her Hufband with her : Mrs. Secure only 
appeared alone. It was natural for me, 
after affecting a Surprize equal to my Con- 
cern at being difappointed of that Gentle- 
man's Company, to beg that I might my- 
felf have the Honour of waiting on the 
Ijady, for the Evening, in his Place, It 
feemed to herfelf, and to every body elfe, 
perfect Accident that had thrown this Op- 

x portunity 
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portunity in my Way, and I had a fair 
Pretence for being particular with her the 
whole Evening without Cenfure. 

I have always been a profeffed Enemy 
to thofe People who lofe the Race by make- 
ing too much Hafte at fettingout. I had 
ftudied my Condudt on this Occafion be- 
forehand, and I had Refolution enough, 
in fpite of fome not inconfiderable Provo- 
cations to tranfgrefs, to keep rigidly to my 
Plan: Every Look, every Gefture, as 
well as every Word and A&ion, during 
the whole time, were devoted to the Bufi- 
nefs •, but the Point I aimed at was not 
the telling the Lady I was her Lover, but 
the gaining her good Opinion. I fucceed- 
ed to my utmoft Expe&ation : If the 
Company in general were pleafed with their 
Hoft, Mrs. Secure conceived an Opinion 
of me as the moft accomplilhed and po- 
lite Man in the World : Her Pride was 
not a little flattered by her feeing herfelf 
made the Miftrefs of the Entertainment ; 
.and fhe received my Civilities wi;h a dcuble 
Sathfaftion, as fhe convinced herfelf i was 
clifinterefted in the giving them, I carried 
the Point fo far as to prefs for Leave to 
wait on her home : She would have ex- 

Vol. I. F cufed 
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cufedherfelf, but it was irapoffible : We 
found Mr. Secure not returned,, though 
it was late : The Lady's Cotnplaifaace 
could not fuffer her to difmifs me without 
afking me in ; and my Prudence getting 
the better of my Inclination to obey her 
Commands, gave the finding Stroke to 
my Charadter of Difintereftcdnefs. 

Here was an unavoidable Acquaint* 
ance made. Mr* Secure , who had' fen t me 
word he would come, found it neceffary 
to call upon me the next Morning to make 
his Excufe, and to thank me for my Po- 
litencfs to his Lady : Heprefledme to re- 
turn his Vifit, and an Intimacy enfued 
•which it was impoflible for him to fuppofe 
*was of my feeking. I dare believe; that 
had I, or had any other Man addreffed 
himfelf to Mrs. Secure at once as a Lover, 
he would have been repulfcd as he de- 
ierved ; but the Women don't know what 
they do when they Tuffer a Man to become 
their Acquaintance who may at fometime 
be their Lover. Iwas frequently at Mr, 
Secure* s\ and Lady Revell> who kept her- 
felf from the Party, took care very fre- 
quently to have him with herat the .Time* 
that I might have full Liberty to a6fc : 

She 
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•She often prefifed to know<what Advances 
i made, and had the Prudence to be fe- 
*irfied with very flow, becaufe Ihe knew 
they would be very lure ones. 

It was evident enough that Mrs. S*~ 
<ure had no Diflike to me, by the undif- 
fembled Pleafure fjje took in my Vifits. 
-Limproved the favourable Opinion (he en- 
tertained of me into Friendlhip ; and La- 
xly RevelU .who was acquainted withevery 
'Step of my Proceedings, fcon took Care' 
..to throw fo much of her Hu(band's Con- 
.duft open to her as fliould give her Rea- 
fon to complain : It. was long before this 
Stratagem operated, but at length the ex- 
,pefited*Moment arrived. 4< Sir, fays the 
unhappy Creature to. me, I want to be ad- 
vifed : I know no Man fo capable, none 
whofe Opinion would be of fo much 
."Weight with me : I know you are above 
interefted Views upon .me ; and I dare 
intruft .you. with a Secret which would, 
in the Handsof any. other Man that ftiould 
^ think roe dcfireable, entail a lading Plague 
. upon me. I refpe& you, continued ihe, 
in.no common Manner, for that honeft 
Indifference with .which. you ; have always 
-treated me : I love the Man. to whom I 

F 2 am 
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am married, and Imuft have hated anyone 
who but attempted to alienate one tender 
Thought from him: But 1 have been de- 
ceived in luppofing that he defer ved my 
Paflion, or that he returned it. I find him 
criminal with a Lady whofe Charms I am 
afraid will continue him fo. This is a 
Secret with which I ljiould have intruded 
no Mm of whom I had not the mod af- 
fured Opinion : Ikr.o.v Hay myfelfopen 
to very unwarrantable Attacks by ir, but 
I think I know to whom I do this : Be 
the generous the difinterefted Friend I 
have hitherto found you : Banifh the 
Thought of an Attempt in which if you 
were to engage it would be impoffible 
to fucceed, and give me your Counfei 
how I (hall reclaim a Man without whofe 
Affc&ion I muft be miferable." 

I had ft t exit in this Scheme with a 
RefoJution of never attacking the Vir- 
, tue of the Lady who now threw herfelf 
under my Prote&ion ; but fuch a mif- 
chitvoiis Power have the agreeable Wo- 
men againft themfelves, that I had not 
feen her twice, before I determined to rob 
her of that for which I principally admired 
her: However cautioufly my Prudence 

might 
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might have played its Part, my Pafliort 
had gathered Strength every time I had 
feen her : I had refolved to declare my 
unwarrantable Purpofe to her but an Hcur 
before fhe gave me this promifing Means 
of attacking her •, and all that I could t\<w 
refolve upon, was not to make the Ruin 
of the Woman I admired the Coniequence 
of her giving herfelf up to me ; but to ufe. 
' Lady RevelFs Afliftance in gaining my 
Miftrtfs, without letting, her reap the Ad- 
vantages (he propofed to herfelf from the 
Conqueft. 

The Silence and Attention that accom- 
panied my taking thefe fecret Refolutions, 
"Were no Enemy to my Caufe. I confidered, 
before I fpoke, that I had hitherto fuc-, 
ceeded by Deceit, nay, and adored my- 
felf that nothing but Deceit could have car- 
ried it thus far : I determined to pur- 
sue the Plan that had been hitherto fucceff- 
fbl* and after a very expreffive Look,, 
with nothing of Tendernefs mixed with 
the Compaffion it defcribed, I took the 
Lady modeftly by the Hand, and while 
her Colour changed twenty times in a 
Minute with the very Dread of what fhe 
fuppofed I was going to fay to her, tc Ma- 

F 3 " dam, 
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dam, faid I, you muft pardon me for 
giving Breath to a Thought which you 
now ought to know, but which, undei* 
any other Circumftantfcs, I would never 
havedifclofed. Agreeable, naycHarming 
as you are, I muft confefs you are not the 5 
kind of Beauty I fhould figh for : Is? ic 
pofllble you can pardon fuch a Declara- 
tion ? I am not equal to the Taflc of de- 1 
ceiving you, and if you cannor, I mtill 
fubmit to your Rcfchtmtflt : I afcknow<- 
fedge you to have more Claim to Admi- 
ration, than any Woman whofe Face harf 
commanded it from me •, but there is fome- 
thing unaccountable in the Caprick>ufoefs 
of our Ideas df whatf ought tfr be chr Qt*i 
jedt of tx)Ve, and : I coftfisfc attoriier kin* 
of Beauty Would hafctf ritore'GottiniaiRi G& 
my Paffions* 5 though nerte e*ter did;* &P 
cver^will lay a^fequ^l Cliuti t&mf Efttifcitft* 
If after this coarfe Etedaratfoa as i LoMfcfV 
you can accept me a* a Friend,* be acflbretfl 
my Life and Soul are af your Difpofaf * 
nor is there any Thing Honour catv coiti^ 
mand that I will not have' Pleafureifl exe- 
cuting in your Service." 

Tears df Gratitude overflowed the 
Eyes of my fair Companion as l fpoke : 

«« Good 


of a VALET. 103 

44 Good Heaven, faid flie* is it poffible 
there can be fuch a Man upon the Earth ! 
Is it poflible that I can be fo happy, to 
know: him ! and that hofboald have come 
in my Way at a Period in which Imuft 
have been mad if I could not have found 
& Friend; oc> hear my Complaints, and; to 
afiifttnie! Generous Creatuve, continued 
file, addnefliog hrcrfelf to me after this* Ex* 
damation, Ln«*e*lhaJlibe able to idly o* 
my Senfe of this Franknefi.in.your Beha- 
viour. You have bound a wretched Crea- 
ture to you for ever, who does not look 
on it as the flighteft Part of her Misfortune 
that (he has nothing to pay fuch Obliga- 
tions : But add to them by telling me 
how I (hail ad in this difficult Scene that 
is before me, 

I/APr* RiveUy, I T well knew, was fo ve- 
ry certain of her^ Conqueft, and the Huf- 
band of my fair Friend fo Brmly bound to 
her, that no Attempts could fucceed 
againft the Continuance of their Acquaint- 
ance. It was fafe therefore to give the bed 
and honefteft Advice in the World to the 
Perfon who afked it of me, and flie had 
good Senfe enough to know that I did fo. 
We often* after this, lamented our ill Succefp 

F 4 together, 
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together, and Lady Kevell, -who was ejger 
to know every Step of my Amour, enjoyed 
the Knowledge of my being her Rival's 
Confidant in lb nice a Point, in private : She 
told me I was fecure of her : 1 was as well 
convinced of this as herfelf : And only the 
unhappy Victim to this Stratagem was ig- 
norant of her Danger. It is thus that we 
continually Deep in Security, while every 
Eye but our own fees the Ruin that is im- 
pending over us. 
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CHAP. VII. 

A Pretence of having fucceeded operates 
very happily for the compleating the 
Scheme : A deep Plot of Lady Revell*; 
facilitates it greatly. 

A Series of rational Attempts to reclaim 
_theHufband of my fair Friend were 
the Confequence of the Refolution we had 
entered upon of bringing him back, if pofli- 
ble, to hisforfaken Home; but all without 
Succefs: I had in all this time been fo nniQfV 
upon my guard, that her Love had never 
peep'd thro' theDifguifeof the Friend, and 
the Lady's Heart and Soul were engaged 
to me, without her fuppofing her Paflions 
had any Share in the Connection bee ween 
us. I thought the Mine now ripe for an 
Explofibn, and had only to confidtr ihe 
Means of firing the Train. Mr. Secure 
had grown, as all Men do wjit-n engig^d 
in 111, the worfe for Admonirion : The 

. Remonftrances of his Lady had fcrved to 
no other Purpofe, than the convincing 

. him that (he knew his Fault ; and in con- 
fequence of this, he took the k-fs Care to 
conceal the Circumftances of it from h°r : 

F 5 He 
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He in a Manner lived at Lady RevelPs ; 
and his Abfertce gave me ftifficient Op- 
port nities of profecuting my Defign. I 
told that Lady one Mdrriing, wtien 
Matters were at this Crifis, that? I thought 
we were ripe for the finifhirig our 
Scheme : She fixed upon that Evening for 
the Time. She affured me, of keep- 
ing the Hufband out of the Way ; and 
bid me only be thefe and leave difc reft to 
her. 

There was hardly a t)ay the Half 6f 
which I did not fpend at Mrs. SicnrfS. T 
had drank Tea with htfr on the Afternoon 
of this dcternAift'd one, and we wfere deep 
in Converfaiion On the otd Subjeft* when 
the Signal of a Vifitbr put mte as mud* 
out of Humour with Impertinence, as ever 
I had been in my Life. Lady RevelFs 
was the laft Quarter in rite World from 
which I fbouH have expe^ed Interrup- 
tion at this time ; but I was not half fo 
deep a Schemer on thefe Oceafions a* this 
Female Machiavel in Intrigue. A Ser- 
vant entered, to give notice,, 'that a Lady, 
he did not know, was coming up. Mrs. 
Secure had no more Mind to part with a 
Pcrfon with whom fhe could fpeak freetyr 

©a 
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on<aSubje& thafitook up- all her'Thoughts, 
than J had tor he gone- : She did not chufe 
tbaft a Perfon who was- net an Intimate* 
(houjd find heir im a tete a tele with % 
Man : She guteflfed a Vifit from a Perfon, 
who could not be an Intimate, by the Ser- 
vant no! knowing her wgld not be. a long 
one; and after a thou-fand Apologies, 
aflsed me, if I could have the Indulgence 
to take a. Book for ^ few troublefome Mi- 
nutes, in the next. Room. 

It was Rapture to me, t;q> receive fqch 
a Command % but 1 had too? much Curi- 
©fity to obey ifc to the Letter. The Ser- 
vant who- fet me th$ Candles, wa$ no 
footer gontf, than I threw down my Book. 
The Key-hole of the Poor that commu- 
nicated with the Room where the Ladies 
wti?e, prwaiftd t£ let E*g inta the Secret* 
of theif Converfation. What was my 
Surprise, to diftii>gqifli in the firft Sen- 
tence the Voice of my goodt Friend, Mrs. 
Rcacfyt. It w& eafy for ftie to. guefs, that 
this Prieftefs pf Love, $o^lcj come oply 
by the Appointment of Lady Revetti 
and I was fcofl le* jnt© th$ whole -Intent 
of the Vifit, by tagfiog k* r begin a Re- 
lation of what had P^N tha$ Inflswt be- 

F 6 tween 
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twecn Mr, Secure and her Ladyfhip at her 
Houfe. Mrs. Ready kept up a very ad- 
mirable Pretence to Decency and Charac- 
ter in the whole Relation. She began, 
with affuring the Lady, that (he was come 
of a good Family, though fhe had fallen - 
to decay •, and that though fhe was re- 
duced to receive Company for her Sup- 
port, fhe never would fubmit to fee her 
Room made a Brothel : She excufed her- 
felf for waiting on the Lady with fo dif- 
agreeable a Piece of Intelligence, but ad - 
ded , that as fhe was the Perfon moft in- 
jured, fhe had a Right to know it ; and 
after a thoufand Preliminaries of the fame 
Kind, fhe painted the Scene in fuch 
warm Colours, that more than one Paf- 
fion was roufed in the Breaft of Mrs. <&- 
cure ; and fhe fainted on the Settee on 
which fhe was fitting to hear the Story. 

Mrs. Ready cut her Lace and affifted 
her with Water, that the Servants might not 
fee her in the Confufion which her Relation 
had thrown Jier. into ; and as foon as fhe 
was a little recovered left her; after a 
thoufand Apologies for the difagreeable 
Office, which her Duty to her good Lady- • 
fhip had engaged her in. 

The 
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The Departure of Mrs, Ready was my 
Signal for entering : The Lady was uneafy 
at the Diforder of her Drefs, and made 
two or three Efforts to rife to adjuft ir, 
but I play'd the Indifferent fo artfully, 
that fhe became convinced I faw nothing 
of it •, and the Earneftnefs of our Dif- 
courfe foon made herfelf forget it. She 
recounted to me all that I had heard be- 
fore, only omitting the Circumftances 
upon which the Author of the Story had 
dwelt fo artfully : I received the Informa- 
tion of her Hufband's Falfhood, the Cer- 
tainty of which we had neither of us had 
before, with a Concern that endeared me 
to her ; and I added Condolence, that threw 
her into a Relapfe of her fainting. I took 
no Pains to remedy a Fit that I faw would 
not be dangerous : It held her under a 
Privation of Senfe for four or five Minutes*, 
but what was Her Confufion on her Reco- 
very, to find my Hand thruft deep into 
her Bofom, and prefs^d tenderly upon her 
Heart. 

The Aftoniflimenr, the Concern, the 
Horror upon her Countenance is not ta.be 
defcribed : She look'd upon ms with a fi- 

lcnt 
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lent Wildnefs, and was too much loft in 
Thought to put my Hand away. I threw 
myfelf upon my Knees, and hiding my 
Face in her Lap, uttered with the greateft 
Difcompefure imaginable -, O, that this 
were all you had' to accufe me of I— Un* 
happy Innocent !— Devil, that I am, to 
have dai^d to do it, and to tell you of it J 
—-Look up, cries the diftra&ed fair One, 
and tell me, what can be added: to the 
Mifery my Hufband's Crimes hare thrown 
me into! — That, replied I haftily, which 
you owe to mine.-— O, moft deferving, 
moft ill requited Woman, continued I, 
know that I am all a Lie ; that under this 
fpecious Pretence of Friendfhip, I have 
been purfutng your Ruin as a Lover ; 
and that the Certainty of a RepuMe, which 
would have been fatal to me, deterred me 
from daring vo afk, what my Diftraftion 
has taken while you had no Life to re* 
ftrie it* 

Of this was cruet, replied the Lady* 
linking upon me with a Flood of Tears, 
—I am a Martyr to my good Opinion of 

you, 1 have fatten into this becaufe I 

could not fufpeft it of you * 

It 
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It never entered into the Imagination 
of this innocent Creature, that- 1 had con- 
feffed a Crime of which I had not been guil- 
ty 5 and the Confequence of my pretend- 
ing to have fucceeded was my fucceeding, 
in what all the Arts in the World befide 
Would have laboured in vain to arrive at. 
It is an Unhappinefs in the univerfal Dif- 
pofition of the Sex, that thofe who will 
ftand againft the moft refolute Attacks in 
the World, while they have the Field to 
themfelves, give up without Refiftance, 
6r even Rebalance, after the firft Advan- 
tage, be that ever fo trifling : It is with Dif- 
ficulty, that they defend the Fortrefs a- 
gainft our Attacks, while they have the 
Pride of pofieffing it entire to fupport 
them ; and no fooner there is but a Pre-* 
fence for our boafting we have fucceeded, 
than they think it not worth while to de- 
fend it from us any longer. 

« 

Mrs. Secure, whofe Virtue nothing 
could have fhakcn while {he knew the pof- 
fcfled herfelf uhfullied, no fooner fup- 
pofed fhe had been, though unknowingly* 
given up to me, rhan fhe no longer en* 
tertained a Thought of refilling any fu - 

i Jture 
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ture Attacks. She rather lamented hferfelf 
than chid me for what (he fuppos'd was 
pad-, (he liftened to all the Arguments 
my Paflion fuggefted to me, that pleaded 
for her b-ing at Liberty to difpofe of her 
Perfon as (he pleafed, fince h?r Fare had 
joined her to a Man, who neither jdefir'd 
nor deferved her : She hid her Bluflies in 
my Neck, while I pleaded my Paflion to her, 
and abandoning herfelf to a Fate, which (he 
thought it in vain to refift, when the Tri- 
umph was as (he thought over, (he own'd 
(he had always loved me, though (he had 
miftaken that Paflion for Friendfhip : 'She 
let her Arms fall about me, as (lie litten'd 
to my Proteftations of eternal Conftancy 
to her ; (he would prefs me tenderly as 
I repeated my Expreflions of Fondnef c , 
and at lengjh (lie funk upon the Seitee 
and gave me freely what 1 only pretended 
to have ftolen. We fpent the Hours, in 
which I was certain of the Abfence of her 
Hufband, in Tranfports, which were on 
the Lady's Part athoufand times the great- 
er, becaufe they had not been expected : 
She gave herfelf up to my Difcretion, as 
to -the Hour to which I might ftay, tho* 
* r' : without knowing why ; and pai ted with 
< me 
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me when I thought it time, with an un- 
diffembled Reluctance.. 

I a m to confefs, that in (lead of the 
Triumph which might be fuppofed 
likely to employ my Thoughts during 
the fucceeding Night, it was the mod dif- 
agreeable one I had ever known. I looked 
upon the Stratagem I had employed a- 
gainft the Virtue of a Woman, who would 
have withftood any other Attack, a* Vil* 
Jainy ; and I condemned myfelf as a Ra- 
vi (her, even of what had been yielded to 
me fo freely. I had not Resolution enough 
to determine againft a Repetition of 
my Fault \ but I made ten thoufand Pro- 
tections againft hurting the Perfon I had 
betrayed by the Confequences of it. 

I knew Lady Revell would be impa- 
tient to know the Succefs of my concerted 
Attack. I waited on her early : I to)4 
her of evpry Effort I had made, but con- 
cealed the Succefs of them : She curfed 
the foolilh Prudery of Women, and dif* 
mifs'd me, with Admonitions to perfevere, 
for that no female Virtue could (land a- 
gainft continued Attempts. 

1 
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I visited my Miftrefs continually : I 
knew the Hours in which I was fore of 
her Hufband': I took fueh Precautions 
in my manner of coming, that only the 
Servants- of the Family could haw betray- 
ed me to Mm, and they were' too well 
foe ? d to fpeak on the wrong Side; Lady Re- 
vell all this white received me without! any 
Appearance of Regard) to- my Perfon : 
I was fenfiblfe of th« fupemar Difficulty of 
the €onqueft I* had madt* in M*sv Sesurei 
and- tho* I vm& too* fond' of that agreeable 
Miftrefs* to> think of any other W^man 
with Tendfcmtfs* I wa* pqu*d* at the In* 
dHKrence of this profefs'd Libtrtine^ and 
determined 1 to* make a- laflf Eflfert^ when- 
ever I ftotild'fltti an Opportunity, 

P waited- <yn frerotatfDty fttEtinaer, 
t0> give her t\w Journal of my Proceed* 
ings : I found' {He wafr Dot in a Humour 
to refijfe a Man that was at air agfeeabte to 
her. I began, by giving a very feeling 
Befcription of my laft Attempt upon>M**« 
Secure, and as I few more and' mora Fire in 
hep Eyes while I continued 1 the Narration^ 
I rofe from *riy Seat intone of thofe pretend* 
ed Raptures, that have afilfted many a 

Man 
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Man farther than all the Rhetoric in the 
World would do, -and catching the Lady 
boldly in my Arms, exclaimed, <c Is it in- 
Woman to repulfcan Attack made with this? 
fiarnefthefi." "Faiths faysLady«wrf/,wirfi 
a consenting Smilei I think no." Anddown* 
we funk upon the Couch together. 

Thsjus was a Time when an Intimacy* 
With Lady Rwell would have appeared m 
* vesy high Ligfr? to me, but acprefeitt is 
was rrtu^h othferwife : We: may' pretend «* 
b# ay mud* Eneffiier «* Modtfty in the 
Women as we pteafei bur it? carrier a Re^ 
cdmmemfetfo* wfah'it; even after the In- 
nocence it was deftiaed t» be Guardian ofi 
i*facrific«d, chat ctermii i» iaftoitely be- 
ytmd that Freedom; we feeavtot deflra in * 
Rfiftrefc. We wtffrco have a Weman a«> 
nwfefi a W6ma»as^po(Tibir^ amfe tbnr up 
ftwratfring m th» avowed? Litoitiettfiidit < 
which I cfcnt know how to chmcterift' 
better to thafe wtto know Lady Rev*H f 
than by fayibg, it is the peculiar) Mark of 
hw Character, which, as it were, throws 
tfff the Sex* and: while it items to call bs- 
remifs m tfte midft of our warmeft Ar- 
dours, takes off the Glory ^f ar Con- 
quell. 

I 
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I knew not in what Rank I might 
ftand with this experienced Lady as a Lo- 
ver, but the Rerfiembrance of the native 
Modefty and Referve of the Woman I 
had juft fucceeded with, placed her in a 
lower Light than I believe (he ever ap- 
peared to any body as a Miftrefs. You 
are a gallant Fellow truly, fays Lady Re- 
vell % adjufting herfclf, to have made two 
fuch Conquefts in two Days *, but I don'c 
wonder, continued (he, at your fucceed- 
ing with that ignorant Creature, when 
you have been able to fool me. Here was 
the Beginning of a Storm, I as much ex* 
pelted as ditaded : I knew very well, 
that by my manner of proceeding in the 
Story, the Lady underftood that the Con- 
clufion would be, my telling her of my. 
having fucceeded : I led her into this Sup- 
pofition, that her Pleafure in the Succefs 
of her Enterprife might put her into a 
good Humour, and aflift me in my De- 
fign upon herfelf. That End was an- 
fwered, and I now put on a melancholy 
Face, and anfwered, hang her, infenfible 
Creature, fhe has nothing of the Woman 
about her. 

"What ! 
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"What! exclaims the Lady, with 
an inexpreflible Mixture of Surprife, In- 
dignation and Difdain, would you have 
me believe, the Attempt that has fuc- 
ceeded upon me, failed with her " There 
is no Pafiion in the Soul of- Woman that 
will not fink before the Power of Flattery : 
This was an additional Refoiirce of Rage 
that I had not been aware of ; but I no 
fooner anfwered, " Give her your Perfon, 
Madam, and perhaps I {hall attack her 
next time, with as irrefiftible a Violence," 
than a much fofter Accent delivered : 
" So you really think me handfome." 
This made way for a thoufand Compli- 
ments, in Confequence of which we be- 
came very good Friends again, and I 
parted at the Hour of Mr. Secure 9 * com- 
ing there on his Vifir, with a Promife to 
fhut my Eyes, and fancy it was Lady 
Revell I was preffing, in my next Attack 
upon his Wife, ' 
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at very unexpe&id Vifitfram a Per/on wbe 
bad a Right to ke troublefome. Strange 
Cmfequences threatened. 

IT was not without infinite Difficulty , 
that during _a Fortnight of the happieft 
intimacy in the World with Mcs. Secure* 
<1 perfuaded Lady Revell, with (bme new 
•Pretence every Day, to believe I Mas re- 
pulsed ; but (till not bopelefe. I ,am a- 
mazed jwhen' I recoiled the Ctrcumftances, 
that I. was able to deceive jsl Woman of 
fueh Penetration in lb-flagrant an Inftance: , 
-How long the Scene would have, continu- 
ed in that Situation, ♦! am not able to de- 
termine, but an Accident now threw us 
into a Perplexity that plagued us very 
heartily. 

We don't imagine, when.>we flatter ouc- 
felves with the Permanence of our Plea- 
fures, what trivial, and in themfelves con- 
temptible, Incidents may difconcert them. 
It was neceflary for Mrs. Secure to be in 
Jpnje I?«gr$e in the Power of her Servants, 
tho' we had taken all poflible Precaution 

to 
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to prevent her becoming too much fo : 
. they were none of them ; able to ?have faid 
that any thing criminal to their [Knowledge 
paffed between us.; but they knew, that 
I was admitted at all Hours, and that tmy 
Vifits were always made in the Hufband's 
Abfence : We had placed our Confidence 
by Degrees, in thtfe People, and had pur- 
chafed. their Silence about. their Sufpicions 
at a high rate. One of them was now taken 
ill, and by the Afliftance of a Phyfician 
-of Reputation died in- four Bays. 

A -.new ..one was hired in her Place, 
. and it is impoffible tocpncetve, the Terrors 
•we were ki ^on the Subject of her relilh- 
ing the-neceflfany Secrecy : I was .always 
.an Enemy to Conftraint : I had loog been 
uneafy under the Cautions we were forced 
to obferve, in regard to thefe People : I 
now ventured to advife a new Method 
,in our PJeafores ; and the. Lady who gave 
up every thing to my Opinion, readily 
1 came into it. I propofed taking Lodg- 
ings in fome obfcure Part of the Town, 
where we might pafs for a ,young Couple, 
. married without the^Knowledge of our Re- 
lations, who. could therefore only .meet tin 
private M ftolen Qppprtunittes. I f had 

kept 
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kept thcfe Lodgings a Week, and the 
People, who thoroughly believed my Story, 
had been full of Secrecy and good Hu- 
mour ; when one Afternoon, juft as my 
Miftrefs was flipping out of her Chair in 
at the Door, fome evil Genius brought 
Mrs. Fringe into fo unlikely a Part of the 
World, for any body that could poffibly 
have known, either of us, to fet their 
Foot in, 

Mrs, Fringe is one of thofe ufeful Wo- 
men, who, under the Pretence of felling 
Drefden Work and artificial Flowers at 
the Ladies Houfes, manage their Intrigues 
for them. Mrs. Secure had bought of her ; 
but Lady Revell was a Cuftomer of the 
right Kind : She was enough in the Se- 
crets of that Lady, to know it would be 
a very welcome Piece of News to her 
to hear of this Rival's going to a Place of 
Rendezvous, as it was evident this could 
be no other. Determined to do as much 
Mifchief as (he could ; (he went to a Shrp 
in the Neighbourhood, and- after hearing 
as much as the People of it knew, told 
them a great deal mare : She made out 
from them, who it was that metthe La- 
dy, and in return, communicated to them 

who 
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who flie really was. She did not deep 
with the Difcqvery. Her fir ft Vifit was 
to the Lady's Hufband, to whom (he fold 
her Secret for five hundred Pounds, and 
the next to Lady ReveWs y where Ihe re- 
ceived no inconfiderable Gratuity for a 
Piece- of Intelligence, in which fhe little 
imagined that Lady was very nearly as 
much concerned as the Hufband. 

I had hitherto, tho' at the Expence of 
no little Trouble, continued to keep that 
Lady perfedkly ignorant of my Succefs, 
but in hourly Expedition that I fhould 
have it. I had been ufed to fuch perftdt 
Security in my Intrigue with Mrs. Secure^ 
that I had no more Sufpicion of a Difco- 
very, than if it had been out of the Pow* 
er of Chance to make one. I was re- 
velling in the uttaioft Tranquillity, when 
the Door of the Apartment in which we 
were burft open, and Mr. Secure appeared 
with a diftradted Rage, in his Countenance. 
There was no Evidence of what paffed be- 
tween us *, but the Appearances were too 
grofs to admit a Doubt, He fent the La- 
dy away in the Chair which had brought 
him, and without fpeaking a Syllable, 

Vol. I. G pointed 
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pointed to my Sword, as an Indication of 
bis Refolution. 

It was in vain to attempt palliating a 
Thing fo flagrant as the Caufe of his Re* 
ftrntment. I told him, he mud indulge 
me in the Ufe of Piftols, for that I had 
a Hurt in my Foot that rendered me in- 
capable of ftanding to make a Decifioo 
the way he propofcd : He aflented with an 
impatient Silence. I produced the Piftols 
I generally rode out with, and giving him 
one of them, waited the Death I deferved 
for my Crime. 

I hope there are few Men who have 
known the Horror of a Circumftance like 
this : Thofe who have will join with me, in 
averting, that the utmoft Raptures re- 
ceived from the Occafion of it, bore 
no Proportion to its Terrors. There 
ktQ many Men, whofe Refolution fo far 
gets the better of that natural Dread e* 
very rational Creature muft have of Death, 
that they will provoke ^ Hazard of this 
Kind, and will (land it undaunted. The 
boldeft of t hefe however ne vef drew a Sword 
without an Anxiety that no other Circum- 
ftance 
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fhance of Life ever gave him •, and this is 
tenfold, where one finds one's felf armed 
againft a Man whom one has already in- 
jured. I never can forget the Shock under 
which I ftood the Expeftatioh of his Fire, 
determined to receive it without Return, 
not to add Murder to the Crime I had al- 
ready been guilty of: He had determined 
on the fame Conduft, tho* on a diffe- 
rent Principle, As I had refolved not to 
fire at all that I might not accumulate 
Horror upon myfelf, he had refolved to 
referve his Piftol till he was fure of dif- 
patching me with it. 

We ftood with our Weapons aim'd, 
and with Looks that exprefsM our Senfe 
of what we were about for fome Mo- 
ments : We at length mutually faw each 
other's Determination, and as he was the 
more urged to break it, he advanced to- 
ward me, with a determined Eye to 
come up to the fame Sort of Certainty, 
as if I had been left defencelefs. Human 
Nature could not fuffer this ; I fir'd, 
with Intertt to break his Arm, but my 
Finger, as it pulPd the Trigger, drawing 
the Body of the Piftol a little forward 

G 2 with 
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with it, the Bullet entered his right Breaft. 
He discharged his Piftol as he fell, but 
with fo little Aim, that the Ball entered 
the Cieling of the Room. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A Dtjpair of Being reinjiated in Lady Re- 
. veil 3 } s good Opinion. Some fir angely kckf 
Circumftances fromife it. 

LADY Revell, who fufpefted Mif- 
chief, as foon as fhe had been in* 
formed of the Place where our Meet- 
ings were, ordered her Chair thkher ; fhe 
entered the Room juft as the laft Piftol 
had been difcharged. Her Rage is not 
to be piftured in Words. Love was the 
firft Paffion of her Soul, the fecond, Pride. 
Both were here provoked to a Degree of 
Madnefs. She faw the Man fhe was fond 
of, dying by a Hand, that (he had, tho* 
ignorantly of this Cataftrophe, been the 
Means of arming againft him ; and in 
his Murtherer, fhe faw a Creature of 
her own, who had deceived, enjoyed, and 
defpifed her : Her Vengeance againft me 
would have made her regardlefs of his 
Prefervation : She had given Orders for 
the Officers of Juftice, when I made my- 
fclf the Meflenger to a Surgeon. I dis- 
appeared till I fhould know the Event of 
the Wound Mr. Secure had received, and 

G 3 felt 
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felt in that Period, Agonies to which 
all others ace below Regard. The Ter- 
rors of a Man, who dooms himfclf as 
the mildeft poifible Sentence to an eternal 
Exile from his Country, and who dreads 
every Footftep he hears, as that of Offi- 
cers in Purfuic of him, who are to bring 
him to a Prifon \ are only to be fdt : The 
live] it It Imagination of him who has fuf- 
fercd them can never deicribc them* 


i 


I sent daily for News of the unhap- 
y Hufband of my Miftrefs, and I at 
ength heard, that his Danger was over. 
1 ventured to appear abroad again, but I 
found myfelf hated and defpifed by all 
who knew the Story. I heartily wUfaed 
that Death had been the Event of the 
Difpute on my Part, to have faved me 
from what I had already felt, and what it 
was eafy to perceive I had to fuffer*^— 
Alas ! we know nothing. of our own Un- 
happinefs ; When we think we feel the fe- 
vereft Pangs of it, there are often in Store 
for us others to which thefe are trifling. 
When we give ourfelves up to Defpair on 
account of thofe which we forefee, there 
are often a Thoufand worfe behind, of 
vthich we have no Apprehcnfion. Inno- 
cence 
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cence indeed knows none of tbefe ; but I 
am writing as a guilty Creature,whofe own 
Confqientioufnefsof his Crime alone, could 
it have been forefeen, would have been 
fufficient to have prevented the commit- 
ing it. 

I had no Thought of ever appearing 
before Lady Revell again ; but what was 
my Amazement on opening a Letter, de- 
livered to me by a Chairman, as I was 
going into a Coffee- houfe, to find it the 
Hand-writing of that Lady, and an In- 
vitation to come immediately to her. — I 
dreaded a Storm, but I was miftaken sn 
my Fears ; Lady Revell was a Woman of 
too much Addrefs to let her Pafiions inccr- 
fere where fhe had die Care of her Ince- 
refts to attend. She received me with 
an unruffled Brow ; and after telHng me, 
ihe ihould avoid even the mention of 
what Was over and irrecoverable, fhe pro- 
ceeded in this Manner. " You know 
the Right I have to your Services, in re- 
gard to my Concerns with Mr. Secure^ 
7 and you cannot difpute my Privilege of re- 
quiring what I have purchafed. I can 
pardon your deceiving me, by concealing 
yourSuccefs, when I refleft, that young 
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Minds are eafily taken with the Pleafurc 
of thefe Attachments, and that the giv- 
ing me Notice of the Event, would have 
been attended with your lofing the Ad- 
vantages of it. It will be eafy for you to 
obtain more Meetings with your Miftrefs, 
under the Security of my keeping the 
Hufband out of your Way. I am hard- 
ly forry that he knows beforehand what I 
always intended he (hould be let into j 
and it will be eafy for me now to prepare 
him in fuch a Manner for the Difeovery 
of her under proper Circumftances, that 
he (hall think of nothing but the Ad- 
vantage that will accrue to us all from it." 
The Lady did not fail to repeat her Pro- 
mi fe of my Reward for this honeft Piece 
of Service, and offered, if I had any 
Scruples on that Head, to make it fecure 
to. me : She added fome very fevere, tho* 
hardly, intelligible Threatenings; in Cafe 
of my but attempting to deceive her a- 
gain ; and after fhe had finifhed her Ha- 
rangue, left me in her ufual Way, to 
take my Refolution, without giving me 
an Opportunity of making her an An- 
fwer. 

The 
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The fmall Remains of Honefty I bad 
about me were put to a very fevere Trial, 
in deliberating on my prefent Grcutri- 
ftance. I had a little Money left, but 
not enough to be of any Ufe to me : I had 
a dreadful Profpeft before me in Cafe of 
my declining the Service Lady Revell ex- 
pefted from me ; and on the Performance 
of it, I had a Certainty of an eafy Fortune 
for Life. The Difference between Afflu- 
ence and Beggary, did not fail to make 
the ftrongeft Impreflions on me 5 but then 
on the other Hand, here was a Woman 
of infinite Merit, whom I had feduced 
and plunged into inextricable Mifery, and 
the Confequence, the very Intent of what 
I was farther to execute, was the making 
her infamous and a Beggar. To my na- 
tural ftrbng Senfe of Right and Wrong, 
I had the additional) Motive of a Paflion 
that alone is capable of doing Wonders. 
I loved the Woman I had inadvertently ex* 
poled to fo much Mifery, could I add tt> 
it an infinitely: greater Share by a Volun- 
tary Aft of Bafenefs ? I had the Courage 
to doom myfelf to Beggary, in the Place 
of the Woman I loved and had wronged* 
I wrote to Lady Revell in Terms too ob- 
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i&rfe to be an Evidence of any Thing ; 
"it I affured her in general Terms, that 
e mud entertain no Hope of what flic 
had propofed to me* 



I waited her Anfwer with no com- 
mon Terror ; but had I forefeen what it 
would have been, I fhould have had too 
much Terror to have waited it at all. I 
had reconciled myfelf to the Thought of 
being turned loofe to the wide World to 
make my Fortune : But I had not con- 
fidered, how far I was irt the Power of 
this wicked and violent Woman. I had 
been an Hour, tired with waiting beyond 
the neceffary Time, for her Ladyfhip's 
Refblutions : But what was my Diffrac- 
tion, when on holding out my Hand to a 
Perfon, who came to me in the Habit of 
a Chairman, and whom, till he fpoke, I 
did not difcover not to be the fame that I 
had fent, I heard him fay, M Yes, yes* 
Mafter, here is a Letter from the Lady 
for you fure enough :, Here's a fmall Writ 
againft you for two thoufand Pounds/* 
Here was a Stroke it was impojfible for 
me to have expe&ed. I Jiad already felt 
enough of the Preparatory Scene to a Pri- 
fon \ here was a Profpeft of the deepeft 

Horrors 
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Horrors of it. It was fomc time before I 
recoil efted myfelf enough to confider, 
that this was a Demand, which the Per- 
fon who made it would never dare to 
bring before a Court of Juftice. I took 
Courage on this Confideration, and dif- 
patched a Meffenger for an Attorney, with 
whom I had a (light Acquaintance, 

The Bailiff, who now had me in his 
Hands, had nothing of that Politenefs 
and Civility I had met with from the other ; 
he made Objections to waiting at my 
Lodgings for the Lawyers coming, tell- 
ing me, all the Lawyers in the World 
did not fignify a Half-penny, without X 
could pay the Money j atad even told me* 
that as the Writ was for fo large a Sum, 
he fliould not venture to keep me at his 
Houfe longer than the four and twenty 
Hours he was required by Law, but fhould 
deliver me to the County Jailor. I re- 
coUedfced from the Conduct of the Officer, 
into whofe Hands I had before fallen, that 
the Behaviour of thefe People was fuch as 
they were paid for : As the other had been 
clandeftinely engaged to treat me with Ci - 
vility, I could eafily fee this had been* 
ordered to treat me with all pofiible Ri- 
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gour ; I told him frankly, my Sufpicion, 
and adding, that I would overbid my An- 
tagonift, had his Confcffion of the Fa<5t, 
and for twenty Pieces purchafed from him 
all the Good-nature in the World. 

Before my Attorney arrived, I had 
ventured to give fome obfeure Hints to 
the Bailiff, as to the Nature of the De- 
mand, and had received his pofitive Opi- 
nion, that it was not good in Law j and as 
it was only a Quarrel, he bid me have a 
good Heart, for it would all come to no- 
thing. I had fome Spirits from this Opi- 
nion, and when my Lawyer arrived, I 
very frankly told him the whole Hiftory 
of the pretended Debt, only concealing 
Names, and difguifing my having fuc- 
ceeded. At his firft hearing the Story, he 
made a Laugh of the Demand, and told 
me, no Law in the World would give it 
her, even if ftie dared to bring it before 
a Court *, but on learning the Intention of 
a Divorce to be fued for by the Hufband, 
he changed his Opinion. The Advan- 
tage his Profeffion would get by fuch a 
Procefs, over-balanced the private Lega- 
lity of my Defence. He advifed me* by 
all Means 10 clofe with the Plaintiff's Pro- 
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pofals, and begged I would recommend 
him to have the Management of the Huf- 
band's Caufe. The more I perlifted in 
arguing againft the Villainy of the Scheme, 
the more he preffed my Compliance with 
it ; and when he found no Arguments had 
any Weight with me, he looked very 
grave, and told me he would be glad to do 
me all the Service he could in my own 
Way, fince I would not comply with the 
other, and concluded with afking me if I 
had my Bail ready : This was a Demand' 
as unexpected as the Original one of the 
Money. I told him I wondered he could 
fuppofe a Stranger in the World, as I was, 
could entertain but a Thought of any bo- 
dy's engaging themiel ves for him in regard 
to fuch a Sum. I added, that I was per- 
fectly convinced, both by his Affurances 
and by my own Reafbn, that not a Far- 
thing of this Money could ever be recover- 
ed, and that I was too well affured of the 
Juftice of the Laws of my Country to be 
under any Apprehenfions of fuffering by 
their Determination in a Caufe in which I 
was innocent* 

Mv Attorney's Anfwer was, that all 
this pompous Harangue tended to nothing 

at 
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at all 9 that the Courfe of Law upon an Ar~ 
reft was, that the Defendant muft either 
find Securities for his Appearance at the 
Trial, when the Merits of the Demand 
would be entered into, or that he muft 
fubmit to Confinement till that time ; he 
faid he was very confcious the Lady would 
never bring this into a Court, but that £he 
intended only to terrify me into her Terms ; 
and added, that it was no uncommon 
Thing for People to be faddled with large 
Debts in this Way when they did not owe a 
Farthing, only in order tothe keeping them 
out of the Way ; and that the plain Alter- 
native in this Cafe was, that I muft either 
come to an Agreement with the Plaintiff 
or He in Gaol till the next Term. 

I was heartily diflatisfied with my 
Lawyer : I difmifled htm and applied ta 
another, but the Anfwer was the fame ; I 
found my Choice was to betray and ruin 
my Miftrefs, or to fubmit to the Horrors 
of a Dungeon : There is a fallen Obfti- 
nacy in the Mind of Man, which, though 
it fcems a very bad Quality, often ferves 
to good Purpofes : I am apt to believe, 
if the Alternative now before me had of- 
fered itfelf while I was at Liberty, J fhould 

have 
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have given it againft my Mfftrefs •, but I 
had made a Refolution, and I had too 
much Pride to be driven from it by any 
new Attack : I fubmitted to my Fortune, 
and attended the Officer to his Houfc, 
whence I was now, in about eighteen 
Hours, to be delivered to a Prifon. 

I had given up every Hope, every 
Thought of extricating myfelf from the 
Ruin that was before me, and the Period 
of my Removing was arrived, without my 
having taken any Step toward the prevent- 
ing it. A Coach was fent for, but before 
it arrived, a Chair brought into the Paffage 
a Woman muffled up in a Difhabille, who 
no fooner entered the Room than I disco- 
vered that it was, the Cauf^f my Diftrefs, 
Lady RevetL She put on a fullen Re- 
ferve, and told me, " You know you de- 
ferve more than you are about to fuffer. I 
am companionate to imprifon you for this 
Money as a Debt : The Laws of this 
Kingdom make a Breach of Truft Felony * 
and you are fufficiently allured that your 
Crime is no lefs. I have a Right to your 
Life for what I have foftened into a De- 
mand of this kind : But to confefs what I 
never would have owned but on this Oc- 

1 cafion, 
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cafion, I love you : A Prifon is no Place 
for the only Man on Earth that can fill my 
Arms with Tranfport. Be advifed, give 
up this puny Beauty, and in her Place take 
me. You fhould blufh at not having per- 
ceived long fince, that what you miftook 
for Hatred and interefted Views, was Jea- 
loufy : I could tear myfelf to Pieces when 
I fee the Length to which I have carried 
it ; but what will not Woman's Jealoufy 
do? Come, deareft, beft, worthieft of 
the World, come from this Scene of Hor- 
ror and Diftrefs, and let me atone for the 
having plunged you into it on your own 
Conditions." — u You may releafe your 
Prifoner, Sir," was a Sentence direfted to 
the Bailiff almoft in the fame Breath with 
the lad Declaration to me. I was follow- 
ing her in Silence to the Street : At the 
Door fhe prefTed me by the Hand, and 
faid, " You will give up this hated Ri- 
val to me then, I know you have Honour, 
and your faying it leaves me no Shadow of 
a Doubt of your performing it." I anfwer- 
ed haftily, " No. I never faid it, nor will 
ever do it. If to fee her no more will an- 
fwer any of your Purpofes, you have my 
Promife, which is inviolable, that I never 
will i but to ruin the Woman who has 

facrificed 
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facrificed every thing to me, is a Piece of 
Villainy I never can or will confent to. 3i 
" Officer, take him again !*' was now 
delivered with as much Impetuofity as the 
Command for my Releafe had been. 
" Fool, continued this Miftrefs of Deceit, 
could you fuppofe me in earned in my 
Pretence of being fond of you, you know 
I always defpifed you : The Ruin of this 
Woman is a Point that I have made for 
interefted Reafons, and I will carry it : 
There is nothing I could not Hoop to in 
the Attempt, even a Pretence of Fondnefs 
of you was not too low a Seep on To im- 
portant an Occafion. But hear me, 
Wretch, and tremble, if you dare perfift 
an Inftant longer in your imaginary No- 
tions of Honour and Honefty, that In- 
ftant carries me beyond the Reach of all 
Recall : I go to a Magiftrate to charge you 
as a Felon ; nor will I give any one Leave 
to make Application to me in your Favour : 
Your Life fhall pay the Forfeit of a 
Treachery that defer ves a greater Punifh- 
ment. Pronounce the Word that gives you 
Liberty or a Cell : Know, before you fpeak, 
it is irrevocable, and now tell me whether 
you give up yourfelf, or the Woman 
whom I hate." I put on a Serenity of 

Coua- 
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Countenance with a Heart that little be- 
came it, and anfwered, " Myfelf." The 
Lady got into her Chair without another 
Word, but her Servant was fent back in 
two Minutes, with Orders to the Fellow 
to keep me in his Houfe half an Hoar 
longer, for that ihe Ihould fend for me by 
a proper Meffenger. 

I had been ftrangely (hocked at the 
firft threatening of a Woman of this Ad* 
drefs* and of fo implacable a Temper: 
But I foon recollected that herfelf alone 
could be Evidence againft me, ami that 
flie muft even tell the Story, and that on 
Oath, before the Magtftrate, before Ihe 
could take .the firft Step toward attacking 
me on her new Flan : I was. fufficiently 
convinced this could not be done, and I 
laughed at myfelf for my Terrors. 

Though it was eafy for me to rid 
myfelf of this Fear, the other Diftrefs 
was irremediable : Two Hours paffed 
under Pretence of waiting the Lady's half 
Hour for my new Arraignment •, at the 
End of this time .the Officer put me in 
mind of his other Bufinefs. X fubmitted 
to what there was no avoiding : I em- 
ployed 
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ployed a Lawyer who could find no 
way of reteafing me, to remove me to the 
moft agreeable Prifon I could have * and 
found myfelf, in a few Hours in genteel 
Lodgings upon Ludgate-hill> with a Li- 
berty .of vifiting all the Taverns, Coffee- 
houses, &c. within a certain Diftrift, and 
that by no means a contemptible one* 

A Woman of Lady Revell's Difcern- 
ment could not but know, that a Shock 
of this kind would be infinitely more felt at 
firft than when become habitual : She knew 
the Beginning of my Confinement was the 
only time in which (he had to work upon 
me, and in Confequence of this I received 
Letters from her almoft daily for the firft 
Fortnight, full of a thoufand Stratagems, 
to prevail with me to accept of her Terms 
for my Liberty : Whether it were innate 
Honefty or innate Pride that rendered me 
deaf to all of them, 1 (hall not prefume 
to fay. Certain it is that I was fo. The 
Lady at length was convinced nothing 
cou[d move me : But though her Ex- 
pectations were over, her Refentment was 
in full Force ; flie determined I fhould 
remain a Prifoner for Life : I received the 

Notice 
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Notice of this Refolution in a Letter, 
which (he allured me mould be the laft 
fhe mould ever write to me •, and (he kept 
Jier Word. 


The END of the Second Book. 
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B O O K the Third. 

In which the Character of Valet is 
affumed and continued. 


CHAP. I. 

TbeUfe of a Gentleman in Prifon.—A Pro- 
pofal for the coining an Under/landing. 

HE Confinement, if it may 
be fo called, of a Debtor 
who can purchafe fo much 
as I bad 4one of his Free- 
dom, is a very tolerable Con- 
dition to a Man who has a Fortune to 

fupport 
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fapport him under it. I found many 
People in the fame Situation with myfelf,, 
whom not Neceflity, but adifhoneft Choice, 
continued in it, and who thought it vaftly 
more eligible to fpend the whole^of their 
Income within fuch Bounds, than the half 
of it out of them. It was riot my Bufinefs 
to declare my Circumftances to any body : 
I found it was not a Cuftom in the Place : 
Every Man was admitted into that Oafs of 
Company in which he was able to pay his 
Club, and no body had the ill Manners to 
enquire what were the Funds for enabling 
him to do it. 

The Rank Iliad for fome time held in 
Life naturally threw me among the firft 
Clafs of my Fellow-prifoners at large, and 
my Pride would not let me drop thisfo long 
as I had any thing to fupport it. I had 
brought with me a little Money, and after 
that was gone, I lived on my Cloatbs, 
Watch, and every other Moveable I was 
Mailer of," till I found my felf unable to pay 
for my next Dinner. I had not been with- 
out Thought all this while, but now fome- 
thing more than Thought was neceflary; 
I was revolving a hundred impracticable 
Schemes at once, and giving tnem all up 

as 
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as fuch in the Moment of their Birth, when 
a very gentle Rap at the Door of my 
Apartment befpoke fome humble Vifiter. 

Fortune often takes more Care of us 
than we deferve, or than we do of ourfelves. 
Many a Man has found the Means of Re- 
lief by Accident in the Moment of his Dif- 
trefs, when all his Schemes have been fruit- 
lefs, and a greater Number (till meet with 
the fame fort of miraculous Redrefs, when 
they have fallen into the fame Neceflity* 
without having been at the Pains of lay- 
ing any Schemes at all about it. Fortune 
was in a Humour now to fhower fome 
of thefe her undeferved Favours upon me : 
Whether I had the Claim of the Gentle- 
men of the firft or of the fecond Clafs to 
them, I have not at prefbnt Leifure to de- 
termine. 

Fate had brought into the fame Situ- 
ation with myfelf, a Perfon who had for- 
merly been a Bookfeller, and who had the 
Mortification, like all other Schemers, of 
feeing at this. time many of his Fraternity 
enriched by the very Plans which had 
brought him to Deft ruction. I had heard 
of this extraordinary Perfon, and , he had 

been 
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been pointed out to me at fome of the Cof • 
fee-houfes, though he was not of the Clafs 
to which I belonged. On opening my 
Door I was furprifed with feeing it was this 
Gentleman who had given the Signal at it. 
He prefaced his Addrefs to me with a 
Multitude of Bows and Apologies, and 
after he had obtained a Promife of my Par- 
don for his Propofal to me, though I 
fhould not comply with it, he proceeded 
to tell me, that he had been the firft De- 
figner of a Number of Books which he 
named to me, and which I -knew to be 
fuch as were in the moft univerfal Reputa- 
tion at this time : " I have ruined myfelf, 
Sir, fays he, by thefe feveral Works ; and 
having brought myfelf hither by fcheming, 
I think I have a Right to fcheme myfelf 
out again/* It was impoffible for me to 
guefs in what Manner I c#uld be concern- 
ed in all this ; but he proceeded to tell me, 
that he had now formed a Plan of a new 
Work, by which the Bookfellers whom 
he fhould engage in it, and who had Mo- 
ney to fupport it, would be enriched, while 
himfelf for the condu&ing it, and the Au* 
tboTj at which Word he bowed very low, 
for writing it, would be no inconfiderable 
Gainers. He now laid down his whole 

Plan 
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Flan in a confufed ^fanner, but fo, how- 
ever, that I understood the Drift and In- 
tent of it. He concluded, <c the Book- 
fellers are ready, Sir* the Prefs is prepared, 
and there only wants a Gentleman of Ge- 
nius and Spirit to carry it on. I humbly 
beg Pardon, if I offend you, Sir, but I 
am fure, by what I have overheard of 
your Conversion at the CofFeehoufe, you 
pan do it by way of Amufement, if you 
pleafe, and if you would accept of four 
Guineas a- week, by way of PQcket-mo- 
ney for it, we fhould all be very happy." 

The Ifraelites were riot more furprized 
or overjoyed at a Shower of Manna in the 
Wiklefnefs, when they were ftarving, than 
I, who was at this time in as fair a Way to 
be famiflied, at the Mention of fo happy a 
Refource : I was diffident enough of my 
own Abilities as an Author ; but it was not 
my Bufinefs to tell my Projt&orfo: I ac- 
cepted hisPropofal, and he flew to inform 
his Principals of the News. Thefe Gentle- 
men were extremely pleafed wkh the Suc- 
cefs of their Embaffador,* and. were in a 
very good Humour to enccufage .me in 
the Profecutiotx : They did not care fQ 
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truft their Emiflkry too far in an Afiarr 
that required Delicacy, and that mutt re- 
main a Secret -,*they inftaotly waited on me 
themfelves ; we talked over -the Fhuu 
they wene charmed with the Manner in 
which I propofed to conduft the Work ; 
and on removing a Book they had left on 
the Table, after they were gone, I had 
the inexprelBble Plcafunc of finding fixt&etr 
Guineas under it, with a Note informing 
hie, that they begged Ferraiffian tp pay 
me a Month in advance. 

I commenced Author from this Mo- 
ment, and it is probably to this Occurrence, 
gentle Reader, that thou o weft the Publi- 
cation of thefe Adventures. I dorf t well 
know with what Sucoefs J have hitherto 
execured the arduous Taflt of entertaining 
the Public, fiuther than that all the Things 
I have written have been purchased by one 
Bookseller or other \ but be that as it may \ 
I find there is no flopping. The Mao 
who commences Writer is like him who 
commences Gamefter ; it is fifty to one 
againft him that he lofes his Reputation, 
but, like the other, be what will the Con- 
fcquences, the Itch of Writing conuaues, 
i and 
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ted whether be .wins or ldfes> he keeps to 
the Tradefer Lift. 

Tot Profpecl I had before me feemed 
»ow ft very fair one 5 and the E*pe6tations 
I built on my future Works, a thoufand of 
which I foon had in Embrio in -my Brain* 
^buoyed Hie very high during the firft 
Month; but at the Period of this time I was 
a little let down by a Vifit from my Princi- 
jwtls in the Work I wasnoW engaged in, 
who funk me to half the Price they had at 
firft agreed On. The next Months Vifit 
.brought me to a Guinea a- week, and be- 
fore the Commencement of another the 
Work dropped. 1 could not blame the 
People who had reduced my Price in a 
Work which I now had the Mortification 
<o receive evident Proof had not fucceeded. 
I had not beeivat all prepared for a Shock 
like this, and Was reduced pretty nearly to 
'the Netaffky in which the Prdjeftor who had 
<ftt k on foot before found me. I was now 
reduced to the Neceflity of fcheming for 
myfclf * The Knowledge of my having 
•fo long fuppotted ft public Performance, 
Was a Teftimony that I had fdme Abilities, 
and I livfad a Fortnight or three Weeks on 
'fcandafeing the P&ents, Guardian*, or 
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Creditors of my Fellow-prifoners, under 
difguifed Names, in one or other of the 
public Papers. 

. * * * 

This Fund had been, at firft, a very 
precarious one, but I at length found it 
exhaufted. I was Mafter but of one Gui- 
nea when I faw it neceflary to enter on 
fome new Plan for the getting another. I 
had hitherto lived by abufingother People's 
Acquaintance* 1 thought it high time now 
to made my Bread of my own ; 1 had 
often hinted the Circumftances of my Mis- 
fortune to my Friend the Book-prcje&or, 
whom I have mentioned as the Occafion 
of my turning Author:, I fent to him 
and recounted the whole, not fparing the 
very Name of Lady Revell,, whom in- 
deed I had no Shadow of Reafon now to 
fcreen. I only fuppreffed that of Mrs. Se- 
cure, giving a feigned one in the Place of 
it. " You were fo kind, Sir, continued 
I, fpme time fince to lay down the Plan 
►of a Book for -mc* I now; give you one : 
..Will this pleafe the World t" My Friend 

was in^ Rapture : He procured me an A- 
greement for thirty Guineas for the Copy 

of a Half Crown Novel in which this Story 

ipras to be told» ( and I inftantly fate down 

about 
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about it. I found it difficult now to get 
any Money in Advance, and in the Midft- 
of my Difcontent on this Head* a Thought 
ftruck me which there was no refilling in- 
ftant Compliance with. My getting Bread, 
difficult as I found it to do that, was not* 
my ultimate Care in this Scene of Con- 
finement, my Liberty, under which it 
would have been eafy to have devifed a 
thoufand better Ways of doing it, was an 
Obj'rdbof my moft eager Thoughts, tho* 
I knew not how to ftt about it. I had 
fupported myfelf a Twelve-month under 1 
the Expectation of an Aft of Infolvency : 
It at length appeared, and I had the un- 
fpeakable Diftrefs of feeing, a hundred: 
other People ftt at Liberty by it, but it> 
did nothingfor me, who was charged with • 
a Sum much beyond the Bounds of its Li- 
mitation to one Perfon. It had robbed 
me of moft of my Friends *uid Compa* 
nions, and left me without the Enjoy- 
ment of their Converfation, to bear what 
I had found very difficultly fupportable 
with it : I had from this unhappy Period • 
drfpaired of ever obtaining my Liberty ; 
till 1 now thought I faw an Opportunity of 
making a* bold Pufh for it, and was out < 
of Patience with myfelf that I had not. 

H 3 attempted 
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attempted it before, I knew the Pride of 
Lady jfcw£; I knew the Caution with 
which fhe gparded againft public Cenfure 
in the Midft of a Life of the moft aban- 
doned Libcrtinifm. I drew up the Title 
of my intended Book, and fern it by my 
Friend the Projector to her Ladyfbip, in- 
forming her that he was the Perfcn who 
had the Care of printing it. She afked 
him many Questions, and treated the 
Matter in fc cavalier a Maimer, that he 
was convinced it was all a Lie of my 
own raiting, and that the Lady had never 
ften nor heard of Hich a Man in her Life : 
She even threatened Ruin and Deftru<ftio» 
to all who fhouldbe concerned in pubGfh- 
ing or d'rfpofing fa infamous a Forgery, 
and was targo on the Subject of no Perfon 
of Quality^ Cfcaraftrr being fafo, i( 
Thing* of this kind were not punifhett 
with the wraoft Severity. My Schemer 
heartily terrified with this Declaration, and 
thoroughly dtceived by the Addrcfs of the 
Lady, had no fooner delivered t&e Cir- 
cumfUnots of it *> me, than he ran to the 
People concerned in purchafing the Copy : 
Thev wcr* pfF their Bargain in an Inftant, 
find! found myfeJMnfteadoftheimmenfe 
Advantages I had expeded from this txr 

cellent 
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cellent tlan, robbed of the only Re- 
(burce 1 had againft ftarving. I was dif- 
putiog whether I fhould hang or fhoot my- 
felf ; whether a Dofe of Arfenick or a 
Knife would give me the leaft painful End 
to my Being, when a Gentleman whom I 
did not know entered my Chamber : He 
talked over the whole, Hiftory of Lady 
Revell with great Freedom, and told me 
that he had Commiffion from her Lady- 
fhip to difchargc me y and that ihe had 
fent me a Prefent of a foiali Sum for my 
prefent Occafions. With thefe Words he 
gut inia ray Handfe a Bank. Note of a hun- 
«h*d Foundsv audi told we Vr i£ I, would 
wait aim the Warden erf the Fleet with* him* 
we w«uid from ha&Hmfegp tetany Totco* 
in Towa » (teak I^dy- Reveffx Haalttn 
«* All Animoflties. arc over, yaw fcf^ Sii\ 
continued ln» om th^Lad^P^rt 5 and I 
kope cbey arc fo on youn : My Commit 
turn foom Lady Revett* continued he, e» 
tends no farthe* than 1 have delivered, but 
between Man and Man I think you ought 
to give her a Promife never to publifh. any 
fachBookas you was; talking of," 

I had at firft feea through, the whole 
Drift odf the Lady's. Tender ngf& and Com-' 

H 4 paflion : 
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paflion : My Scheme had fucceedtdaswelf, 
najr even better than I had dared to hope, 
and I had no Right to quarrel with Condi- 
tions which I had To much Reafon to be fatis- 
fiedwith. IfignedaPaperwhich my careful 
new Frund had brought with him, by 
which I made myfelf liable to the whole 
Debt I was now difcharged from, if ever 
I publifhed a certain Book whofe Tirle 

was, The Intrigues of Lady R . We 

went to the Warden, and from him into 
the Land of Liberty, 

All good Things become what they 
are to us only by Comparifon : The very 
Liberty of walking into any Street I pleafed , 
though I had no Bufinefs in it, was for a 
confiderable time a Joy to me greater than 
I even now can exprefs. I rambled about 
for a Fortnight, though I had no where 
to go, and found Rapture in dining every 
Day at a new Ordinary : The World was 
before me, and I had no Determination in 
what Part of it, or to what Road of Life 
to fix : I had felt too much from Extrava- 
gance and Thoughtlefnefs tp give aban- 
donedly into it again : I took fome Care of 
the little Sum. I was poffeffed of, and I 
determined to fix on a Way of obtaining 

more 
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more before it was expended. I had been 
bred to no Means of getting a Living : 
The Trade of an Author, difcouraging as 
theCircumftances were that I had met with 
in it, was all that feemed topromife me any 
thing : Ifatedowntoftudy, andfoon lifted 
myfelf in the Service of a Bookfrller who 
had been ufed to write for himfclf, till he 
found his Time much better taken up 
in felling Volumes than in compofing 
them. 

I was under the Proteftion of this Pa- 
tron of Genius half a Year : I was paid fo 
much a Sheet for Writing, and confequent- 
ly my Advantage waj proportioned to the 
Quantity, not to the Merit, of what I wrote. 
Every thing I produced was .worfe than 
the laft, and in the End he told me there 
was no employing mej.an-y longer, and 
fairly turned me .adrift: -From this Time 
.1 fell into dill lower and lower Hands, I 
.wrote Seffions Papers, and little Books for 
pretty Matters and Miffcs, I had now-and- 
then a Crown for a Piece, of Profe for. the 
Kapeliotiy and fometimes a Poem for the 
London Magazine got me a Dinner, : I ap- 
peared in the World under the borrowed 

...... H5 w ' cw 
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Chara&ers of the Faol and the J *•*»**»„, 
and have conrerfed^with the Public week- 
ly under the fcveral Names of Thamas 
foucbity Walter Waghucket* and Jonathan 
free : Under thefe Circumftances i pafled 
with lead Ccnfure* becaufe I appeared in 
Works which no body read, and on the 
Credit of having been an Author in Jb 
many different Papers with Succefs, I 
now and then was able to make. 9 Baigain 
with fome of the Booklellers of the lower 
Clafs for a Sixpenny Pamphlet. 

My Expences, during two Years ki 
which I had Supported myfelf in this Man- 
ner, had not been great, but my Profits 
had tjeen too fmall to fupport them : I 
was dunned on all Hands for little Bills, 
and threatened frith Severities if I did not 
difcharge twenty of them at once : I know 
too much of the Horrors of a Frifen* not 
to fly from the rcmoteft Frofyeft of one. 
I left my Lodgings, and hid myfelf in an 
ohfeure Houfe within the Verge of the 
Court, The Park was open to me on 
one hand, and feveral Streets on the other: 
My few Friends, from whoip I concealed 
my Lodgings, never fufpe&ed ira qf 

Dittrefc 
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Diflrefs in my Circumftances ; but when 
they have prefied tee to go oo a Party out 
of my Limits, I have been forced to con- 
feis, within myfcliv that I had only run 
ion * Prifoa ia ofidcr to. avoid oiic. 
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CHAP. II. 

A very difcouraging Scene prefents en ail 
Parts. — An Attempt toward afnal Re-> 
tnedy. 

MY difappearing in the Part of the 
Town where I had before refided, 
became the Occafion of feveral Writs be- 
ing taken out againft me, which though 
they were for fmall Sums, would have 
diftreffed me as effectually as ifthey had 
been for larger, as I was no more in a Con- 
dition to pay one than the other. My fre- 
quent Appearance in the Park gaveSufpi- 
cion that my Lodgings, as well as my 
Walks, were in a Place, of Protedion •, I 
was watched home by one of the Attend- 
ants of a Bailiff, who had his Commiffion 
for feizing my Perfon in a properer Place, 
and the next Morning I received Notice 
from the Board of Green-cloth, that Ap- 
plication had been made to take me out of 
their Prote&ion, and that as it would be 
granted, 1 was left to my Difcretion after 
this Notice* 


It 
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It would have .required more Difcre- 
tion than I was Mafter of to know what 
Courfe to take in fo calamitous a Circum~ 
ftance : There was no Place where the Eye 
ofMifchief might not difcover me, no 
Shadow of Expectation of any thing but 
a Prifon in Confequence of my being ta- 
ken. To (lay was impoffible, and I knew 
not whither to fly. My Misfortunes came 
all into my Mind at once * and I could 
hardly accufe myfclf of having deferved 
them : Involuntary Tears, the filent Tefti-* 
monies of a broken Heart, paid, though 
fomewhat prematurely, the Qbfequies of 
one for whom no one elfe would weep ; 
who knew not Friend, Father, or Relation 
in the World, but had hitherto lived 
among the human Species without being 
one of the Body they compofed, unob* 
ferved by, and unconnected with them. 
I had weighed the Sufferings 1 had met 
with agaiftft the Pleafures that had fallen 
in my Way, and I fancied the Ballance to 
turn on the Side of Mifery : I looked for- 
ward and the ProfpeCt was- infupportable; 
I had no Expectations /from the World, 
nor any thing that could rdbommend Life 
as worth my keeping. I loaded a Piftol 

with 
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with Hands which I condemned for trem- 
bling while they did it, and fitting down 
upon the Bed clapped the Munle cfefe to 
my Head, to prevent Noife, and difchauged 
it* I fete tittle : AH that I remember », 
the; receiving a Wound aad finking upon 
the Bed. 

Atter a few Moments I found myfttf 
?ecoveiedfrom fbmething wort than Sleep 2 
J feemed not 10 have awaked inco- my for- 
mer Life, but to have received a new Ex* 
tttenee : Thefe Ideas lafted however but a 
Moment : I found roy&tf flwounded by 
a Number of People, and ftw a Form 
that, to my difbrdtered Fancy, befpoke 
fomcthing more perfe& than Woman* 
paying a Tear to my Misfortunes, and 
fbpportmg my Head t>y one- LHly-h^nd 
placed unotr my Chin, a*df with the other 
holding, h?r Smettingj-bettte to my Noft. 

By ^>me Accident I had a lktte changed 
the pireftion of the Fiftoi Jn drawing tht 
TVteger, *M the Ball coming out (hint* 
ipg had not pierced the Skulk, but made 
a long and large Wound, w&teh biedeon* 
ftfoably-. T{ke Nbifc of the Piftol kad 
brought up the Mifarisofthe Houfis and 

every 
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every body eMb that was ia if ; and the 
Effbfion of Blood, more than the Efie&s 
of their Care* had brought me back to my 
Sfcnfes. I caft up my Eyes with a Look 
of Defpair to the Lady whoftemed fb par- 
ticularly companionate to me, and hers 
on the Moment poured forth a Flood of 
Pity on me : The amiable Creature conti- 
nued her Petition* though not a little pain- 
ful to hen, till a Surgeon came : I did not 
difcover, till then, that the Thumb of her 
Right-hand had been all this time prefilng 
upon a Veflfcl that bled the moft largely. 
The Surgeon reka&d her : He went thro* 
his Bufinefc, and, toward the Clofe of it* 
wanting fome Linen by way of Bandage, 
the Lady, who ftill flood neareft me, with. 
Eyes fpeaking unutterable Compaffion, 
tore her Appon for that Purpofe : The 
Surgeon (hook his Head as he went out ; 
every body looked dejeAed, and the Tears 
made thei? Way in Torrents from the Eyes 
that had before beftowed A> many finale ones 
corny Condition* I had longed to thank her. 
a great white: I now wanted to tell her it. 
was no Concern to me that I was not to 
live, and prevail with her to put an End 
to a Sorrow which had no juft Founda- 
tion: I found Speech was not in my 

Power, 
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Power, I could only look what I meant: 
She underftood it : She let herftlf down 
by my Bed-fide, fhe took my Hand be- 
tween hers, and told me by her Eyes fhe 
underftood me •, what fhe fpoke I had no* 
Power of dillinguifhing. 

. When fhe hadfateby me fomeMinutes 
fhe fpoke to the Gentlewoman of the 
Hojfe : An eafy Chair was brought up, 
I was placed in it wi:h the utmoft Caution, . 
my angelic Benefaftrefs all the while fup- 
porting my Head ; and with infiaue Pre- 
cautions I was carried down Stairs : I was 
had into an elegant Apartment, and the 
'Lady, who would not leave me, turned 
her Back, and fate with both her Hands 
before her Face while I • was put to bed. 
From this InftarK (he never parted from 
my Side, fhe wafhed the Blood cff my; 
Face with an amazing Tendernefs, and 
gazed upon me with a ftrange Eagernefs 
and Emotion, which ferved but to call 
forth a tenfold Share of Compaffion. Eve-, 
ry thing that I fwallowed was from -her 
Hand j fhe watched every Look to find 
what it was that could be agreeable to me, 
and at Night kept her Pod at my Side,, 
only dozing fometimes for a few Moments, . 

with 
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with her Head upon my Pillow, arid 
fervingas a Support to mine, on the oppo* 
lite Side to that on which it was wounded. 

Toward Morning I made many feeble 
Efforts to get my Hand out of the Bed : 
She affifted me with an urifpeakable Ten- 
derneft, but what was her Amazement, 
wha: were her Thoughts, to find the Intent 
of it was to have an Opportunity of laying 
it on hers ; I preffed it feebly, indeed, 
but feelingly ; and my own Eyes fpoke 
more than my Tongue could have done, 
when Tears of Gratitude and Fondnefs ad* 
ded a Softnefs to the Glances tfiey threw 
toward her. Words cannot dcfcribe the 
Mixture of Joy and A'nguifh, of Trdrtf- 
port and Defpair, that glowed in her Face 
on thii unexpe&ed Teftimony of my feel- 
trig all (he had done for me. In the Midft 
of this tender Scene my Surgeon entered, 
Jvirh two Affiftarits, with a Phyfitfan* 
whbfe Face declared he came to be pre- 
sent at an Operation, and with a terrible 
Apparatus of Inftruments. 

. Horror was in the FaCe of the Lady 
as they approached ; the Phyfician felt 
my Pulfe, the Surgeon examined my 

Wound, 
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Wound •, he brought firft die Doctor's, and 
then his two Afliftants Hands to the Place, 
and after making them diftinftly and care- 
fully examine the Bottom of the Hurt, 
they whifpered a little, die Phyficiaa de- 
clared bis Affent with a double Nod, at- 
tended with a (baking of his Head and lift- 
ing up his Hands, and the Youths who 
attended the Surgeon began to put the Ii> 
ftruments in Order. A Palenefs like, that 
of Dearth overfprcad the Face of the Lady,' 
while with an Eye that pierced the Doctor 
as he (poke, (he waited his. Anfwer go 
fome Qjaeftion: She trembled in every 
limb as fte turned her Eyes, upon the. bL 
ftruments, in Confluence of what he had 
{aid to her : She clapped her Hands toge- 
ther in a Pofture or Iotreaty, and with 
great Barneftncfe plcadbd againft the Ufc 
Of them. The whole Party was difpleafod* 
but fiie perfifted ; they at length pot up 
the horrid Apparatus, and fhe difinifled 
them wkh Fees that recovered all their 
good Humour. There was much Di£ 
courfe pafied during this ingrafting Pe* 
riod ; but I could only judge of the Pur- 
port of it by the Motion of the Lips, and 
theGeftures that attended k* 

Wir>sf 
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Whew the Sons of Gakn were gpne y 
ffae leaned over me, and breathed Sighs; 
that might have given a Soul, had if beer* 
departed. The Hiftory of what I had 
form'd but an imperfeft Idea of, while it 
was tranfafting before my Eyes, I was in* 
formed afterwards was this. The Ball, 
that had not pierced my Skull, had made 
what the Surgeons term a Depreffion in it : 
It was this Hollow which the Operator 
- had made the Party he brought with him 
fenfibleof, by introducing their Fingers ia 
a manner into it t and to theprefling of the 
Skull upon the Brain in this Fart, was ow- 
ing my Lofs of Speech and Hearing. This 
was the Circumftance that threatened me ; 
and the Apparatus which the Surgeon had 
brought was that for the Operation of tre- 
panning, in order to relieve me. The La* 
dy, who interefted herfelf fo tenderly about 
me, had prevailed with them but to refpite 
the Operation a few Hours, and happily, 
before they came to perform it, Nature 
had rendered it unncceffary. 

About Noon I began to hear, though 
very indiftindly : What was the Joy of 
my fair Friend to find that I underftood, 

in 
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in part, at leaft, the Expreffiom of Tender- 
n;fs which her Defpair was breathings otfer 
me ; but how infinitely greater was her Tri- 
umph to hear me'foon after begin to fpeak !.. 
Her Joy fcarce left hrr Words to tell The 
Surgeon this on hisentering the Room: Bur 
on examining the Wound he foon found 
the Occafion of it. It is amazing what 
Nature will fometimes do in thefe Cafes y 
the PreiTure and Motion of the Brain had 
already begun to force out the dented Pate 
of the Skull to its Place again : The Sur- 
geon declared the Operation unnecefiary, 
and by the next Day the Bone had reco- 
vered its right Place and Figure. 
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* - * * • 

CHAP. III. 

A Love Scene of a very extraordinary kincfj 
promifes great Matters. 

I Had now Opportunity and Abilities 
to enquire into the .Nature of my Situ- 
ation, and to thank the Guardian-Angel 
to whom I owed (o much. I did not 
fpeak a Word to her but (he anfwered me 
with Tears : Joy of my Recovery now 
cdled forth thefe tender, thefe undifiem- 
bling Inftances of Affeftion as plentifully 
as Uefpair had done before. I told her all 
that I faw about me was Myftery and 
Amazement : By what Means I had fal- 
len under her Prote&ion, or what kind 
of Title I could have to the thoufand Ob- 
ligations (he had laid on. me, was beyond 
my utmoft Power of guefiingj but, con- 
cluded I, there is ftill fomething behind, 
without which all that you have done is 
Cruelty : I cannot fee you without Ado- 
ration : I cannot recoiled: the Debt I owe 
you without Jddiag even to that Devoticn : 
And yer,. O give me the only Hand in the 
.World I can. ever wifh to prefs,\ while I 
dare to fay it • Yet I muft ingreafe the 

Obligation, 
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Obligation, or cancel all Pretence even to 
Gratitude : Let me Jove you, Angel as 
you are, Ifet me love you, or fet the Price 
upon the Obligations I already have to you* 
and let me know how I can acquit my felf ' 
of them. Her Face, and even her Neck, 
were covered -with a Glow of eloquent 
Crimfon as I fpoke. She hardly gave me 
leave to conclude, when with an .eager 
Rapidity (he pronounced, •' You have 
t/erpaid them all by the Demand. In- 
deed you owe me nothing. 1 have been 
mercenary in all I have done : Interefted 
Views have fwayed me to what has ap- 

r rased NobJenefe of Spirit and Generality : 
loved you the Moment I few you, pale 
and bloody as you were, there was fome- 
thing that charmed me in yon, and I con- < 
fefs that I have been careful of your Life 
for my own Sake. I will confefs to you, 
concluded (he, that if you can tell me now 
your Heart is another's, I ihall curfe my- 
ielf for prefcrving you." 


+ 


Another Man might have funk his 
Ideas of this Lady's Merit in what fhe had 
been doing, on his knowing that Motives 
lb different from the glorious ones he had 
fuppofed, had influenced her Conduit * 

but 
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but it was otherwife with me : I had fixed 
my Heart and my Affections on my Bene* 
fadfere&> and was infinitely more charmed 
to find Love had been the Infpirer of all 
her Kindneflea to me, than if I had owed 
them to a mere virtuous Principle. Such 
Wretches are we when influenced by our 
Paffions ! fo weak is Reafon when put in 
the Scale agamft them ! 

I was reduced to an extremely faint 
Condition by the Lofs of Blood from the 
Wound : My Strength was at a very low 
Ehb ; but, fuch as ic was, I employed it 
all in throwing my Arms about my glori- 
ous Miftrefs : I preffed her with an honeft 
Extafy : The Tranfport I felt was too 
much for my feeble Spirits, and I fainted 
upon her fiofom. She had no fooner brought 
me to my Senfes again than flie threw her- 
felf upon the Bed by me, and charmed me 
with a thoufand innocent Wantonneffes : 
She was all Rapture, all Chearfulnefc and 
Tranquillity : She blufhed tad laughed, 
and hid ber-Face with the Sheet, while 
ihe begged I would let her come to bed. 
She did not pay me fo ill a Compliment as 
to wait for my Anfwcr ; her Cloaths were 
off, and the fweeteft JFace in the World 

was 
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was hid in my Bofom in a Moment, Be- 
fore (he ventured to look up, (he told me 
that (he knew my Situation had fpoilcd 
me for a Ravifhef for the prefent, elfe 
(he fhould not have taken this ftrange 
Step. u My Perfon, continued foe, Sir, is 
engaged, though my Htarr is* free •, all 
that I have I give you ;. ni©r&»tHa?n I can 
% with Honour, you will never receive from 
me : If you are fitisfied with thefe Condi- 
tions, you fee how far I dare" be yours." 
1 fmiled while I told her,, that at prefent 
lhe gave me all I could afk i t£ac as to the 
reft it was in vain to anticipate Etefpair ; 
and that we would talk about it .when it 
would be more Virtue to refufeme. 

• 4 m. 

I am apt to believe there never was a 
much ftranger Scene than that in which I 
was now an Ador : No Effort toward In- 
decency paffrd on either Side, but we 
found the Way to be mutually charmed, 
1 know not which of us in t e greater De- 
gree; and when fhe gpr up toward Even- 
ing, I. believe we parted with more Fond- 
nefs for one another than ever two Lovers, 
who had been in the fame Situation, did be- 
fore. The Lady's getting up was only to 
give Orders,, and to fup*j we r^ewed x>ur 

Intimacy 


Intimacy after an Hour or two, and as' 
our Hearts apd I imaginations, were too bufy 
to let us deep, we foon fell into a Conver- 
sation which let mc into what I doubt not, 
gentle Reader, but -thou haft a_preITing In- 
clination to know at this time, which is, 
who fchis Lady mias. This thou Jhalt be 
ittfurmalin- the next Chapter. 


C'HAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

A Supply of Money renders the prefent Si- 
tuation Ufs infuppor table. 

MR S. Love, to whoft Acquaintance 
I had been thus remarkably intro- 
duced, and whofe Care of me would have 
done Honour to a better Motive than that 
from which it proceeded, was a Woman 
of Family : She had the Advantage of a 
very perfect Education, and had Talents 
formed for improving fuchr Affiftances : 
She was indeed one of the moft accom- 
plifhed .Women my Acquaintance with the 
Sex had ever brought to my Knowledge : 
She had married not over prudently when * 
very young •, ihe had become a Widow at 
nineteen, and had liftened to Solicitations 
foon after, from one of the moft agreeable 
Men in the World, ■ which ihe had not, 
till it was too late to go back, difcovered 
to be difhonourable ones. 

The inexorable Temper of her Rela- 
tions, while it denied her Pardon for this 
Fault, from which (he had flown as foon 
as ihe had committed it, threw her into 
i - the 
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the Way of others : She had gone thro* the 
Hands of three or four young People of 
Fortune, and was at this time under the 
Protection of a foreign Minifter, who fup - 
ported her elegantly in private Lodgings 
and had Difcernment enough to fee that he 
ought to fet her much above the Level of 
ordinary Miftreffes, This L*dy, I now 
found, lived in the beft Apartments of the 
fame Houfe in which I lodged: The 
Noife of the Piftol had called her up 
ambngthe rett of the Family to my Room* 
and fomething, which as (he now told me 
fhe knew not how to account for, poffef- 
fed her with a Fondnefs for me at Sight* 
that had prompted her to all the Kindnrf- 
fes (he had (hewn me. She per fitted in 
declaring, that though (he indulged herfelf 
in every Freedom it was pofiible to take 
with me, under my prefeitt weak Gram* 
fiances, fhe woulcl never allow me more * 
that my prefent Situation was the only Cir- 
cumstance in the World that could have 
induced her to what fhe did.; and that fhe 
had too much Gratitude, and (he hoped 
too much Honour, in her Nature, to de- 
ceive the Man who did not fufpeft her, 
or to rob him who paid infinitely too large 
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a Price for her Berfon, of what was fa 
principal Recommendation to him. 

I laughed at thefe fcrupulous Refokj ♦ 
•tions, chough I faw the JUady who made 
them was in perfect earned* and believed 
The fhould keep chem : I had a thou&nd 
Marks of heir "Fondnefs every Hour, and 
grew impatient for my Recovery, that I 
might make a proper Ufe of it. She attend- 
ed me with the fame Afliduity .as ike hail 
done from the Beginning, and pcrfifted in 
her Refolution of not leaving me, though 
ihe received repeated Moffages ^rom him 
who.had a Right to command her Obedi- 
ence. She had odd him atfirftthe Story 
of my Ralhnefs, aridihe had Generofity 
and Honour enough to applaud her for her 
-Care of me ; and had too much Confidence 
in her eo^ntettaki the lealt Doubt asix> the 
circumftantial Troth of the Story, t>r of 
her Motives for the Kindnefies flie had 
ihewn me. 

'Ft was long btffofe 'fhe vnintttned to'hirtt 
at a Defire of inquiring into the Caufeof 
my Attempt fcpoii mytfelf. She at laft 
did it /wfkh fuch a ^genuine Candour and 
Tendernefs, that 4 told her the whole 

Story 
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StWy of my Diftrei*. She informed m* 
that*, dUfing rite' Period of my greatdft- 
Danger, ffce had difch$rg«d two or three 
wiffing Demands* which bad come irvan odd? 
Manner, and concluded, " My Fortune 
is but a Very flernder ante, bat fuch as it is,- 
yeuneed not b£ K)ld ijtisyoucs.** She felt 
fe* me roofey I think, than I at any tinne- 
did for myfeJf ; fhe ftwl could noc ftobp 
to accept Money as a Gift ; -fhe lent 
nie- nftore than I had Occafion for ; and 
wonkt have carried her Generofity to a 
AHKh higher Pitch, if 1 would have per- 
mitted it. 

: We all this time fpent the greater Part 
6f our H<kirs in Bed : I often bantered her 
on the Suhje& oFhtr not vikating her fa- 
rted Fakb to Meftor j but as I faw that* 
notwithstanding all the Freedom 1 (he treat- 
ed me with, flic had a real Refolution* 
tit not becoming criminal with me, I de- 
termined to be cautious, and not to put 
her updn her GuaFd by making any At- 
fcmpt till I vfras fccore of fucceeding. 

Easb of , Mind contributed greatly 
to my Recovery ; I was happy, and I 
gained Strength apace : I pretended tp 
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be convinced of the Jufticc of her Refo^ 
lutions, and to fubmit to them, as I grew 
in a Condition to profit of fuch an Arti- 
fice, I feized the Opportunity of one of 
her fondeft and moft unguarded Moments, 
and made what I expedited to have called 
a Conqueft by Surprize, rather than an 
Attempt. * I was deceived in my Imagi- 
nations : The Lady had the Addreis to 
elude my Intention : She laughed at me, 
and was out of Bed before I could recon- 
cile myfelf to the Belief of her having ek 
caped me. With all the tender Eloquence 
• of Love I wooed her to come back. She 
coolly refufed. She told me (he was not 
angry with me for the Attempt, for that 
ihe (hould have defpifed me if I had not 
made it, but that (he (hould defpife herfelf 
more, if (he thought it pofiible (he could 
comply with it. From this lnftant, con- 
tinued (he, we are, if you pleafe, Friends, 
Lovers, if you choofe to call People fo 
who are debarred of all the Advantages 
of the Paffion, and if it ever (hould hap- 
pen that I am rele^fed from my prefent 
Engagements, why you (hall fee that your 
Pefires are poor to mine ; till then a Sub- 
miflion to this Injunction is the Band of 
our Acquaintance, which, when you tranf- 
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grefs, be affurcd I will punifh myfelf fotf 
having loved you, wjth the Pain of part* • 
ing with you. 

Roma n t i c as all this feemed, I found 
the Lady was perfectly in earned in it. I had 
nothing for it but to accept her Friendfhip 
on her own Conditions. I loved her, and 
if I had not, Gratitude would have bound 
me to her for even I was deftined to my 
own Apartment again, and under the moft 
fblemn Engagements never to make fuch 
another ralh Attempt upon myfelf, was 
happy in feeing the new Miftrefs of my 
.Heart fo. The Proprietor of this Lady's 
Favours was received upon the ufpai 
Footing, and (he accepted bis Com- 
mands with her accuftomed Obedience * 
but notwithftanding thefe Engagements, 
the greater Part of her Hours were mine \ 
I had no Joy but in beijig with her, and 
fhe robbed me of no Opportunity of it : 
It was a ftrange %pne of murual Fond- 
Otis and deterraig^ Referve, but we nc T 
ver once brokfctnrtHjgh the Limits fhe had 
given ; and I don't know whether I da 
not to this Day honour her more for her 
Fidelity to the Mart who confided in her* 
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than 1 ftoold*' have loved her for comply 
ing with my Solicitations. 

■ 

We often talked over my private Af- 
fairs *, and this generous Creacore could 
not be content with the Happinefs which* 
Ihe frankly confcfled my Company gave 
her unlefs fhe faw nle eafy. She had an , 
Opportunity by Jiving in the lame Hotife 
with me, and being indeed in a manner 
always wirh me, of feeing much of the 
Diftrefs I was in from frequent Demands. 
She took a Liberty fhe had never done be- 
fore, one Day as we were dining together 
without any Attendant, and preffed me to 
lay fome Plan for my future Life. I frank- 
ly fold her I fa w no Means of it : That m/ 
Education had been intended to qualify 
me for fornerfring I fhoirid now never havd 
(he Means of attaining, add had fitted me 
for nothing elfe : That I had for fomd 
time fubfifted myfelf on my Produ&ionS 
as an Author, but that the Bookfelleri 
wha printed my Works always grumbled* 
and that they had now reduced my Price 
fo low, that the tranfcribing Parchments 
.for Lawyers would be as profitable an 
Employ * that it was t>wing to her Gene^ 
rofity alone, that I had not long before pe- 
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rithed for Waht, and concluded I, Madam* 
I fraVe none but you to whom lam account- 
able ; I had at that time no one's Leave 
to aflc for wtett I intended from the Inci- 
dent MfMdh brought tnt to your Know- 
ledge, but I am fince fulfy convinced that 
it was rig^ht : I am equally convinced that 
k Wtfpld now be right, bpt I have your 
Fefmiffion to afk before r I can with Jgfticc 
,do k. You have a Right to a Life you 
have fo immediately preferred, and as I 
know you will hot give it tip, I neither aflc it 
nor wil^do what I know I ought without it. 
Careful ais I now am in my Condudt, con- 
cluded I, Debts grovv upon me, I have no 
Means of difcharging th:m, and the Hor- 
rors of a Prifoa are before me ; bot even 
thefe I fhall prefer to difobeying you. 

Th ESE^TerrWj; replied , the Lady, wi; h 
fome Degree '^^M^joat in her Face, 
I will take the Qife :oK 4if^11ing : The 
reft we will thiflik' of tffcnpards. I told 
her there was a INfryfteiry in all this which 
I could not unriddle; but added. I, you* 
fee me humbled to any thing : It your fu- 
perior Underftanding can find the Means 
of Life for me, independent of your pri- 
vate Gerarofity, propofe them, and call 
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me Villain if 1 make a Scrapie. The 
Hour of her attending his Excellence was 
now arrived : She went to the Man who 
would have given Worlds for what I pof- 
fcfled, her Heart ; and who only fupported - 
the Senfe he had of his not having it, on 
the Suppofition that no other had : In this 
only me deceived him. X retired to my 
Apartment with fuch a Mixture of Tri- 
umph in her Efteem, and Defpondency in 
my Circumftances, as perhaps none but 
my own ever did or ever will fecL 
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CHAP. V. 

The Favour of Mrs. Love procures the 
- Means of Security for her Gallant.— An 
Interview of fyis with the Protestor of that 
Lady* 

TH E Idol of my Adoration was an 
Hour later than her ufual Time be-, 
fore (he arrived the following Morning* 
She told me fhe had been employed in my 
Service* and produced an. Inftrument by 
which 1 was inrolled in the Lift of Do- 
mefticks of another Fofeigner, not the 
Perfon on whom flie depended, and by 
which Iwasfecured from Arrefts. "Here* 
faid fhe* this ought to be an acceptable 
Prefent to you : You are not to mind the 
Form of it, the Meaning only is that your 
Perfon is fafe : You will do. well to thank 
your nominal Mafter this Morning for it ; 
after that his Perfon and his Houfe may 
be as much Strangers to you as they were 
before* You won't blame my Caution,, 
continued Ihe, that the Name of my Pro- 
teSor is not at the Head of the Paper*, 
though I will never deferve his Sofpicion 
en your, and then I need not fay on any bo* 
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dy'$ Account, Accident may fome time 
throw me under it,and the having follicited a 
Favour from him on your Account, would 
then fcfcrti a Proof of my Batfen£f«v and 
add to it the Appearance of a ddubte Trea- 
chery : Your Por^ofc fe a^ Peered 3S tiell 
this way,*and I am placed out of the Reich 
of Slander by the Caution/' 

1 f hAnked her oft tny KrifceS. I told 
her I was as happy in her Care f6r her ovft* 
Chara&er as ift that for rrty Security. No 
Man who has nt>t known the Tfcrrofs of fc 
Prifon, and the jrrft greater ttdrror dftffc 
Expe&ation of if,, after khowing What it 
ft, can conceive the Tranfpor t wiA ttfrkK 
I received this Inftrufrient 6f Security. 
I went on the Iwftaht -to p&y my Thafrks 
to the Peffbn from Wh6m I had reeded 
It, andlha'd OccSfTon to produce it no te& 
thin twfce in rfiy Way to hfe Hodfe. 

On fending in my Narffe, J tffc$ y £#e? 
a little Stay, admitted iffto a Parley in 
an Arm-chair at tbfe upper End of -Which 
lolled, in all the Majefty ctf Indolence, 
the Patron of thy Fortune* He received 
tne wkh ah Air of greaft Good- nature, 
but with a Superiority not lefs than that of 
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ati Eaftern Emperor to the Creatures of 
Iff* Piefcftffe, whci pifofttete tfeHNftflWs be- 
fcrt h&Fo&tftfcoJ. " JWfs. £**# toa&fitodl 
fo frtjch i'A y#uf fatfoBf* Si** fa?8 h* y 
that 1 wa% dtfrfbus bf fcdng ?<*&, I *m 
glad 1 *>a$ tfte Po#e* of Cohfcrifefcjlilfg fo 
ft* to yfcitf Ptac* fcf J*I*ad aS Id gfre y&u 
&i abfoldlfe Sec of it y <$f Pfeffefe * tat ft 
thett Sfcy (ftilhg fatt&e* J €afc <So fe# yxid f # 

Tfll SeWte of «ry pfcftfol §Ku*1oft gat* 
«eja Humility *fc* €<#refpS*&# weH 
#fch the toajfcfrie D£jb6rttf]eAt <of my 
Patrcfc. I fold fcifa I hid nc* Right 
«6 t&ftt Lady's g»od Offieft, firtfch l#fe» 
fits : But ttaft if thete w£rfe ahfy M&m* ©f 
Life fef a yoang GteatiA^ ttho.feeifwl 
16 Wimfetf an OtfKfclfc <>f the "WGtfd § who 
had ndt fcor e^r CGtfld t<rt*fcrftber, that he 
bad Parent* Friend, or Guardian, I fhouW 
be hapjpy to acdept ft. 

u Yditf MalMtt* Sfr, cfcntktuWd tof 
Matron, Tpfe'aks you a Getftlfertitfft. I an* 
*tfraid I haffe nothirig to <#fet <hat ttouUi 
*dt afftoric that Ghara&ef : If ybo liaVfe 
■Maatte to ibgpof t It, fef get that I ever 
thought of you ; if you find that ifnpdt- 
-fible, apply to me again.** 

I RE- 


182 72^ Ad VENTURES 

I replied,, that I did not even know 
I had a Right to the Title he was plcafed 
to favour me with ; that if I had, thole 
who honoured me with it* had left me 
without all Means of fupporting it *, that 
I had no Attempts to make on this Head, 
nor any Refolutions to take about it ; that 
I threw myfelf at his Feet for Prote&ion of 
more Kinds than one, if he would be 
pleafed to heftow it ; and that there was 
no Intention of Kindnefs be could have to 
me that I fhould not accept with Gratitude* 
He told me I might look over the Inftru- 
ment he had fent me that Morning at my 
Leifure, and that if I was inclined to ac- 
cept of it to the Letter, the Security of 
which was all he fuppofed I fhould have 
required, he fhould be glad of me about 
Jus Perfon > and that if I declined it, he de- 
firgd I would remember that my own Hu- 
mility had thrown it in his Way to make 
the Offer. He recommended it to me to 
confult my fair Friend on (he Propofai, 
and difmiffed me with as much Majefty as 
he had received me, never having once 
altered his Pofture during the whole Dif- 
coude* * 
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I never met withfuch a Mixture of 
Haughtinefs and Candour in my Life, 
The Minifter feemed to aft while the Man 
fpoke. I was not ufed to the Airs of a 
Superior; but I reconciled myfelf to it 
from the juft Foundation there now was 
for it; and while I reverenced the Embaf- 
fador, I loved the l&an. I left him with 
many Bows, while he, as Milton phrafes 
it, from bis kingly State declined not\ even 
a Stoop of the Head was not returned to all 
my Civilities. I left the Houfe full of 
Thought : I looked on this as the Open- 
ing of a new Period of my Life. . I recon- 
ciled myfelf to the forgetting every Article 
of it that was paft, as the only Means of 
fubmitting to what was offered me as the 
future* I determined to deliberate feri- 
oufly on the Circumftance : I difobeyed 
my Patron in his Command of making 
my fair Friend of my Council, and after 
an Hour's more ferious Thought than I 
can remember ever to have known before, 
I difpatched two Letters from the Coffeer 
houfe where I had fate down to confider 
of it, the one to my Patron to tell him I 
^accepted t his Propofal, the other to my 

Miftrefs* to inform her that I had taken 
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a Step which rendered it impoflible for me 
to fte her any more. 

I ha<) tt&# era*red myklf a* Vafer <fe 
Chambre to the Mmiftcr whefe Frowa&iori 
had been proenfed for n>e : In aftfwer to 
rtiy Letter W hit*, I leaved his Com* 
ttiandfs, defitered by the Mow W of arte of 
the Footmen, to attend him : ! had fcapc-e 
entered *e Ooor of the Room -where tte 
was, when tity fwr Friend bintt in after 
me, trithrmt paying afry fort of Rt<p& 
to fte Prtfehtetff the Embaffador. «* I 
defirfc to kftow, £*y$ fl*e fcaft i >y to me, 
forhat is the Meaning of your Letter i t 
Ifcnefwnctt whence y<ou hid <fa»e&ed it, and 
cartre hither to enquire Where I flight find 
you.* 5f anfwered her Wtfh great Corfu- 
liort, ** I atft t**e menial Servant fcf his 
Excellence." She gave fome Tearjs to 
my departed Charter, aad went Gut 
without another Word. 

If was my Bofinefe to remain tfhere I 
^as; nry Matter ordered the other Ser- 
vants dut. df the Room* and ftri&ly 
charging rtie not to fetotft 'With deceiving 
htm, afked me ^vkether 1 was- not very 
kappy "With that Lady ? My Anfwer in- 
formed 
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fdrmed himr tif the whofe TVuth 1 5 and- I 
ackkdv Nthat I n6w vtes in a Rank of Life 
which forbtfd my thinking of conthnung 
evefn my innocent Acquainearice with her •» 
that the Purport 6f the Letter 1 had font 
her was only this, that I told her I had 
taken ar Step which forbad* my efrcf fpedk- 
ing to her again ; and t addfcd that I ccwM 
rfcver forget myfelf fo fir as ta affront : her 
with but the Remembrance of nvy ha^irtg 
had the Honour of converfingwith her. 

, My new Mafttf complimented ma 6n 
the juft.Serife I entertained of my Condi- 
tion, and told me he thought he faw Qua- 
lifications m me that wdoldr juftiry him in 
mending Hi He told the the Hiff ory of 
Bkrop eouM famiff* Iriftances of Change* 
as great as that 6f the rffing from my Stt* 
' tkm to foifcethmg very tear the Dignity of 
his ^vn : He gave me Affimmt<fs* of His 
pwferit gdod Intentions td me, and hopgd 
I fhoukt rm^pfore* riot fdrfeifi them here- 
after. 

I was happy in finding my Poft whol- 
ly, about my Mafter'* Perfcm y and that I 
was at no* time rfifeced with the Servants of 
the Family, I. eat at &A Ordinary among 
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Officers and Foreigners of the Rank of 
Gentlemen, though of reduced Fortunes, 
and by Degrees reconciled myfelf to the 
appearing in Public in Company with the 
Surgeon and other Domefticks of Rank in 
the Families of the other Minifters. I was 
at firft fufficiently aukward in my new 
Employ, but it was expected, and was 
overlooked : I began to be more ready by 
a little Praftice % but I ftill faw other 
People in the fame Office fo much better 
qualified for it, that I honeftly wondered 
what could induce the Perfon with whom 
I lived to continue me in his Service. 

To know one of the Foreigners refiding 
in this Town is to know them all. I foon 
became acquainted with the Affairs, the 
fecret Hiftory, and even the Amours, not 
only of my own M after, but of thofe of 
ail the People I converfed with. With 
what Amazement did I receive the Infor- 
mation that the Excellency I ierved, and 
whofe kingly, or more than kingly De- 
portment, had infpired me with fomething 
like Veneration for him, had not fb much 
allowed him a-year by his Couit as I had 
been ufed to fpend in a Quarter : But the 
Foreigners are all Oeconomifts, and have 
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the Art of ftarving and making a Figure 
at the fame time vaftly beyond the Eng- 
UJh. My Office in the Service of this 
Gentleman ~ did not-place me at Table 
at the Entertainments he gave ; but I 
found Means to be within hearing fome- 
times^ at thofe of the other Minifters at 
which he was prefenr. What was. my 
Aftonifhment, at finding that the Man 
whom I had been ufed to reverence, as 
fomewhat like a Deity, was the Jeft, the 
Butt of Banter for the People ? with whom 
I thought he converted upon a footing of 
Equality ; that he whom I had efteemed 
the Mirror of Dignity, was amongft thefe 
People, received only as the Buffoon of 
the Company ! His Appearance was the 
Jeft of all thefe People, who knowing his 
Funds, wondered how the Devil he fup- 
ported it ; and his Amours, which they 
were all convinced, never had, in any 
fingle Inftance reached beyond the .Bounds 
of an Attempt to an Intrigue, were the 
lafting Subjeft of the Raillery of his Com- 
panions. He was always looked upon as 
the general Rival of the whole Set of Fo- 
reigners ; for having naTafte of his own, 
he conftantly admired the Women they fup- 
ported, and was fo fure of the Contempt 
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of his feveral Miftreflfes* that not a Man 
of diem' ever condefeended to be \xnctff 
sfbottt him* A Stnarrnefs of Air-, a fine 
€leannef*of Lina-bs; ihait Vivacity wkick 
itetaraily attends a Litttenefc of Stature, 
and a PtTinefs, which never fiwto t<* ae- 
tt»d the- Coafctou&efs of * good Fi* 
gMfe m a very youag : Mind, uftialfy *r- 
commemfcd him to the Women he at- 
tacked ; but the dreaded Loquacity of his 
Tongue, and the Emprynefs of \m Pu?fe, 
never failed to over-builance attfhofe Per- 
fections. He had matte Attempts upon* 
the fcveral Miftrcffe of every Mfan of Ms* 
Acqoaimarice', vrithow eve* having "mjfu- 
ltd any one of them * and if bis prefeftt 
Attacks wens dnki^>wA r there sieve* vtm* 
fcdl a foifideftt Fund of R^illeyy fretfl 
fortte of thte tfld Ones. .Some of his* B*0- 
fter Mifcifters* ponded Frieftdftfipv **& 
(Sthere pretended Artimo&ieS- againw him r 
He was equally the Dope tfr both, and 
the Fund of Merriment, froa* his difclo- 
fing the Secrets he had received in Confi- 
dence from the one, aftd his Terror from 
the Refentmehts ol the- other from con- 
certed Quarrels, was irtexhauftibfcv I was 
heartily mortified* at difcovering the ridi- 
culous Infignifieancy of rhe Man I fer- 

ved : 
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•vet! : If I ddHpiftd ,bim for aiJammg #1 
Importance, which nobody hut himielf 
and I allowed -him, I bated him for hair- 
ing deceived me v into an Opinion of dp 
mudh Re%e& beirjgdjje to him. 3 jgzef? 
tirqd of (living in a *nean Office under ip 
mean a Pj?ote6lor. I had long >wond<er$l 
he had not been tired of me, bjit the ;§g- 
cret now djfclofed ifcfelf. I fom& fee was 
at this time in Low with the Miftrefs of 
the greaceftFrfend he had in theWoelckand 
that this was :no other than the Lady, hy 
whofe Means I became recommended fo 
him •, the Secret of jiis taking me at 
fi^ft, and that of his continuing content 
wieh me under all the Difadyanfc\ge of my 
Ignorance of the Nature of my Employ- * 
ment, was his Intent #f ufing me in his 
Amour with her. I was happy 'to' have 
been let into fo much of his Character 
before he explained jiimfelf to me op 
this Head; and I was indeed but juft 
informed of it in time. The Mornipg 
after my having over-heard the Converfa- 
tion, that had been the fir ft Moans of let-, 
ting me into the Secret, he pung for me 
in his Study, and having ordered me tip 
fhut the Daor, aiked me, wsben I had 
! feen Mrs. Love ? 1 aofweued him in all 
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the Sincerity of Tf uth, not fince I had 
the Honour of ferving his Excellency. 
Then you have kept your Refolution on 
that Head, replied he 1 I anfwered, that 
I muft always do fo : Nor has (he follicit* 
ed you, fays he ? Never, replied I ; your 
Excellency entertains too mean an Opi- 
nion of that Lady, if you fappofe (he 
could condefcend to think of any thing fo 
much below her. No ! replied my Ma- 
iler, with great Earneftnefs, you will find 
I am far from thinking too meanly of 
her: You have no Obje&ion to feeing 
her, continued he, as my Servant ? I re- 
plied, with a Bow, that fpoke perfed Re- 
Agnation, that 1 had neither Right nor In- 
clination to object to his Commands. You 
are to know then, continued he, that I 
adore her ; that my Life depends upon _ 
her Smiles. I have often hinted it to her, 
and (he has made a Pretence of Honour 
and Fidelity to the Perfon who fupports 
her, as the Reafon of. her declining it. I 
have written to her to renew my Requeft, 
and I know nobody fo fit to commiflion 
withTuch a Bufinefs as you, whom I am 
fenfible fhe efteems and almoit loves. 
You fee, concluded he, the Opinion I en- 
tertain of your Honour and Sincerity. I 

venture 
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venture you where all that I value is at 
Stake, and where I know yourfelf are in- 
terefted againft me, but I confide in you. 
The delivering my Letter is not all 1 ex- 
pert of you, another might do that : 
Plead for me to her, and if you fuccced, 
you lhall be rewarded in Proportion to the 
Value of the Object you follictt for me. 
I reprefentcd to my Patron, the Senfe I 
had of the Lady's Sincerity in her Decla- 
. rations, and told him, how little Profpect 
I thought there was of Succefs in the At- 
tempt ; but, added I, nothing, Sir, in my 
Power mail be omitted in the Attempt. 
He was fatisfied of the Difintereftednefs of 
my Heart, and difmUVd me on the Expe- 
dition. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. VI. 

\ » 

Smejerkus tfhougbts w the Condition of a 
ProftitUte : Rtfdidtiom thai the- Rtadir 
will mt txpe$tykouli>be iong kepi. 

*T T was at one pf 'thofe fiouts which 
J[ 1 had been ufed to fpend in glori- 
ous Security wioh 'this Miftrefe -of my 
Heart y (hat I appcoadhed her Apa&meAt 
on this Commtffion. I found W fiartk 
upon a Sopha at the lower .End of -the 
Room, and dropping Tears upon the laft 
Letter I bad fent her. No Objefdt on 
Earth could have ftartled her like my Ap- 
pearance ; Ihe rofe up with a wild-Gon* 
fufion, and with her Eyes immoveably 
bent on mine, huddled up the Paper ftie 
had in her Hand, and thruft it into her 
Bofom. "I'm forry, faid fh'e, with a 
happily aifefted Indifferencis in; the midft 
of her Confufion, that you have fallen 
upon a Moment of Uneafinet^. Some- 
thing has jtrft ruffled me thoroughly, but 
*ris not of Confequence. But, continued 
flie, afluming a very different Tone of 
Voice, how came you here ?" My An- 
swer Yi&s, thd taking the Paper out of her 

Bofom, 


Bofom, and opening it. cc O, fays lhe> 
puffing me tenderly by the Hand, why 
will you enquire into Secrets that will 
give yourfelf Difquiet. You have fur* 
prifed me at my conftant Afternoon's Em- 
ployment: Your Letters fupply your 
Place now that I no longer fee you. I 
converfe with them the Hours I ufed to 
ipend with you : But why have I fuffered 
myfeff to *nake you unhappy, as I know 
you will be, to find that I arti fo. I don*t 
reproach you, continued fhe, with your 
Abfence. Yqu have difcovered that I 
bear it poorly, but while I kept you from 
knowing I fuffered -by it, I was content. 
Tell me why; tell me, how you could 
voluntarily banifh yourfelf from me ; and 
telhne to what Miracle it is that I owe the 
feeing yon now." 

I don't rccofleft the. ever having beeri 
lb deeply affefted by any Incident, as by, 
this Difco very of « the unaffe&ed Tender* 
nefs of a Woman for me whom I ador*d, 
and of my curs'd Fate that now planted 
double Obftades in my Way, to the Joys it 
would naturally have given me. Too much 
to fpeak, rendered me (ilent. But there are 
Expreffions more eloquent -than Words 
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in the Power of Lovers; I employed 
them all : Defpair added Force to them, 
which the fair Difconfolate felt in all it's 
Power, After a Silence of fome Moments, 
(he melted into a foft Languor* and fcarce 
able to fupport the unexpe&ed Shock, 
faintly faid, "Only tell me, why you have 
been abfent ?" 

" That which has thus long kept me 
dumb, replied I, has kept me abfent. A 
Senfe of my Unworthinefs ; my Mean- 
deft of Condition, that could not let me 
prefome to throw myfelf. at your Feet ; 
that would not let me fo much as wilh to 
fee you fink fo low as to take Notice of it. 
I was always your Inferior* now I am 
fcelow even your Contempt." " Be- 
low me, replied the unhappy Fair One, . 
with a deeply exprefsM Confcioufnefs of 
what flie uttered, 4 what can be below me ? 
Hear me, continued ftie, and know my 
Senfe of that Condition, which you fup- 
pofe makes me imagine myfelf your Su- 
perior. I was no more born to it, than 
you to your's. 'Tis of all others, in my 
Opinion, the mod contemptible, the moft 
deteftitye, even to thofe, whofe Eyes are 
Dot turned to the worft Side of it. But 

to 
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to. me that feel it in all its Horrors, 1 
lieve me it is a burning ^Etna. I ha 
heard the Body never adts but in cone 
with the Mind ; that it never does ami 
but the other leads the Way ; if this 
true, what a Mind have I ; and what ; 
you, who think it an Objedt for your A 
miration £ But I know 'tis falfe. I km 
that all the Pomp and Titles in the Woj 
could not have feduced me to apprc 

' what Accident has thrown me into* 
found myfelf, before I was aware, Jaun< 
ed into a dangerous Sea ; and if urift 
ful Navigation led me among the Roc 
and Quickfands, I am confeious 9 cv 
not Choice but Chance that threw i 
there. You may have feen me put or 
chearful Countenance for a Moment, 
perhaps forget for fuch an Inftant t 
Thing I am : But, believe me, when 
return to myfelf again, 1 : place that i 
fo low in my Efteem, that, but that 
know you are above it, I fhould fuppc 

• you infulted me when you affe&ed to pla 
?ny thing beneath the Rank I am in. 
you will continue me your Friendlhip, 
fhall think you honour me in it : If y 
refufc it, I 4 won't fufpeft you give it 
another; but I ftiall think you deny 
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me, becaufe, Bankrupt as I am, my 
Heart cannot rcxurn it." 

* 

How taffy in Matters of Love we 
pcvfs from one Extream in our Behaviour 
to ^he other. I returned this frank and 
generous Declaration of her Heart with 
ail the honeft Ardour that infpired my 
own. There is a native Eloquence m 
Words di&aced immediately by die Hearty 
which has more Perfuafion than all die 
Rhetoric m the World. The Lady was 
fttisfied of my Affeftion, and what fhe 
Valued infinitely more, my Efteem ; Slie 
indulged me in every innocent Liberty, 
and fo n&tural is A flu ranee, in Confer 
quence of any the Icaft Countenance given 
a Pafllon of this Kind, that I would have 
Stttmptad again, what I had promifed 
never to think of after my :firft Pardon : 
She rofe from me with a Mixture of Paf- 
fiphs vifible in her Confufipn. You will 
l&te me, fays fl#, ibr refuting you, but 

?ou would defpife me for complying: 
Tou know which ought to be my Choice, 
and you know, for another more weighty 
Reafon, which will be fo. I have deter* 
mined, never to fink myfetf lower than I 
Am by additional Proftitutton : >But I: find 

myfelf 
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myfelf unequal to tbte Taifk of refifting 
you- : Be noble eaowgh in your CJare for 
me, to aflift me in preferring, what you 
have been attempting to deftroy* and 
what is the only rational Source of Pride 
to a Wretch like me : If you will give 
y.our Condoft this Twn, I will >dd Jie- 
verence to my Efteem for you ; if you 
pcrfift in this Cruelty, you will find, that 
tha* I cannot continue to refufe you, I can 
avoid the Solicitations that would be fa- 
tal to my Peace, and will leave you, tho* 
I at the fame time fly from every thing I 
ought to regard. I made my Sub million : 
I promifed never to repeat my Offence*: 
I went fefcck uv great Difcontent tfith my- 1 
'felf for having deferved the Difpleafure of 
a Perfori whom I had fo mahy Reafons to 
love and to revere 5 and 'rill my Mafter 
a(ked me, for the Anfwer to his Letter, . 
I never recolle&ed that I had forgot to de- 
liver it. I told him, I was ordered to 
wait on her agaip for her Anfwer, and he 
was pleafed at her taking time to deter- 
' mine of his Fate. - A Senfe of his ad- 
vantageous Figure, and an imaginary Con- 
fcioufnefs of Qualifications, which it is 
not eafy for Women to refift, gave him a 
much more (anguine Expe&ation of Suc- 
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cefs from a Lady's deliberating on bis 
Propofal, than from a hafty Refoluticn. 
He fat down chearfully to Supper, and I 
had an Opportunity of repairing the Mif- 
chief before it was difcovered, by obtain- 
ing her immediate Anfwer to the Propo- 
Ihl on my delivering it the next Morning. 


CHAP* 
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' CHAP. VII. c 

• * * 

The Contrivances of a Friend. The Succefs 
that attends them. 


TH E Contempt with which my fait 1 
One treated this new Excellency's 
Offer of his Affe&ions, effeftually put 4 
Stop to any farther Sollicitations from that 
Quarter ; nor was I fo much as fufpedied 
of not having pundtually difcharged my 
Duty. I had found the Way to renew 
myVilits however; and tho* I was elo- 
quent in vain on my Matter's Part, I fuC- 
ceeded fo perfeftly on my own, that I 
ought to have accounted myfelf happy. 
All but the one Thing denied was indulged 
me. My Vifits were always more than 
Welcome, and every Day gave me new 
Tefti monies of the real Efteem and Af- 
fe&ion of a Woman whom I fincerely 
loved. Alas ! who in my Situation could 
have flopped there ? I preffcd her Co'm- 
pliancS with all that I could afk, more 
and more earneftly. One Evening, I know 
not by what Miracle it was that (he efcap- 
ed, I think fhe fcarce defired to do fo. 
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Thcnext Morning I received the follow- 
ing Letter. . , 


«c 


YO U will not wonder, that I hive 
rftfolved to (fee joo no more under 
41 my prefenf CirCQtoftin'Ces ; or that I 
* 4 have taken the only Way to avoid it, 
44 by flying to a Place where you wiH 
44 never find me. Ihave exa&ed a Pro- 
* 4 mife of Secrecy from the only Perfon 
44 who could have difclofed this $ and t 
44 know he has Honour, and will keep 
it. It remains, that I tell you 1 hav* 
been always fincere in my Profeffieas 
of Tendernefs to yoJ y pnd fhall always 
love your Memory. We may mett 9 
but I hardly expeft it. Tell me, how 
I fhall foften to you the Word, Fare- 
well \ for I feel in my own Bread, how 
"much it wants it \ of this be affured* 
44 nothing but loving you could have for- 
ced me from you, and that to whatever 
Fate my wrtftqhed Body is doomed* 
my Heart witt ever be entirely and only 
" yourV , 

i 

It was ill vain to Ay out again ft a Sen- 
tence already executed. The Lady was 
beyond the Reach of any Application 

from 
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fiom tne before I received this Letter. I 
honoured her for the Refolutiori, that gave 
me little lefs than Death ; and thus much 
I think due from me to aCharafter no way 
exaggerated in the Account I have given 
of it 5 eminent in a Sphere, where no 
other perhaps ever did or ever will have a 
Right to Eftimation. 

I ha ft at one trm&> from this fingutar 
Infbince, formed an Opinion of the kept 
Women, as jhe firft and gjreateft cf the 
Sex 5 but I had foon Occafion to laugh at 
my FoHy, in judging of Generals from a 
Particular *, and to find, that as there is 
no Rank in Life in which there may not 
be fome bad, there is none that wholly 
cxchtdes the Appearance of Merit. My 
Mafter, for his Par^ bore the Loft of his 
Miftrefs much better than I did: A Re- 
pnlfe fitim one, was with him only an In- 
ftigatipn to fbllicit another* He lupped 
with a'Party of the Foreigners, the Even- 
ing of his receiving the News of Mrs- 
1jov?% Departure, at Jimy** Whim: A 
Miftreft of the principal Perfon of the 
Company did the Honours of the Table, 
and this universal Adventurer fell delpe- 
tately in Lpye with her on the Spot. I 
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was employed in the negotiating this 
Treaty, as I had been in that of the for- 
mer : My ill Succefs there had not at all 
hurt my Charadter ; and full Power was 
given me to fet the Paflion of my Mafter 
in the bed Light I could. 

* 

It was this Lady who firft convinced 
me* that there was as much Difference be- 
tween the Miftreffes, as between the Wives 
of Men of Quality : She had as great 
Obligations to her Protedor as the other, 
but flie did not efteem her Obligations to 
him quite fo facred. She begun the/Trea- 
ty> by making a Sacrifice of ^her Perfbn 
to me to engage me firmly in her Inte- 
refts: She commtflioned me with the Terms 
on which fhe would furrender ; and when 
fee found her Lover's Fortune, would by 
no Means anfwer thefe, fhfe made a Merit 
of laying the whole Scheme before her 
Lord and. Mafter, who (he knew often 
entertained himfelf and others at the Ex- 
pence of this Knight Errant She did not 
doubt* but his.Addrefles to her might be^ 
a Fund of excellent Diverfion to them, 
A Flaa was immediately laid, to which 
my honourable Mailer was to be the Dupe 
firft in private, and after wards for the Enter- 
tainment 
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tainment of all his Acquaintance. The 
Lady was inftru&ed to abate of her De- 
mands : The Lover could not but com- 
ply with her more reafonable Terms :• The 
Bargain was made in all its Particulars. 
The Lady was taken to his Houfe, and 
defired to chufe her Apartment : She gave 
Orders for the Furniture, and even fuf- 
fered him to befpeak a Chariot : He 
laughed at her, while he complied . with 
tbefe Extravagancies, well knowing, that 
he fliould never be at any other about her, 
a$ he was fully determined to keep her 
oply as long as he could without paying. 

* *Tjs no uncommon Thing for People 
of this Turn to be laughing at each o~ 
ther, while each fuppofes he has all the 
Triumph to himfelf. It was exactly thus 
'with the three People who were now plot- 
tkig.ag^inftonr another. My honourable 
Mafter laughed at the Blindneis of the 
beft Friend he had in the World, for not 
finding out that he was disingenuous 
enough to be robbing him of what he va- 
lued moftfof aJlThirigs in it : His Friend 
was all the Time la6ghing at the Pains 
this Politician was taking to make a. Foot 
of himfelf j and the Lady, who had more 
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Addrefs than either, was laughing at them 
both ; and while fte was flattering her 
Protedtor, with making him the Confi- 
dant of her Plot upon my Patron, (he 
was all the Time laughing at htm ; for not 
feeing that (he was draining her new Lo- 
ver of all his ready CaOi for occasional 
Favours, which flie very freely beftowed 
on him every rime fee met him ; as hearti- 
ly as fhe did at that Dupe, for fuppoftng 
he ever fliould have any thing more of her. 

If I may have leave to add to this, 
that I who poffeffed the Lady's Heart, 
and had from her Inclination, what they 
could only purchafe the Pretences of with 
Money i and who, befide this gloriou* 
Triumph, had the Pleafure of being en- 
tertained with all their Seotts* and her 
Manner of fooling them both, had more 
Occafion to triumph in a Laugh than any 
of them $ perhaps it would riot be eafy to 
pick out a Sett of merrier People in die 
World than we were, or a Sett who bet-* 
tef reprefented what the Merriment of thit 
World ufually is. The Man who defpifefc 
and over-reaches another, being generally 
defpifed and over-reached in his Turtf * 
aiid the other who triumphs over the eafy 

Credulity 
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Credulity of the firft, being himfelf the 
Dupe of fomtbody behind the Curt&in, 
who is content with the Emolument* and 
does not think it worth while to tell them 
they are all Fools, till the Scene is oyer. 

My Variety of Fortune h*s given foe 
an Opportunity of feeing a great deal in 
the great World ; and I have ever found 
it thus : The People who took themfelvea 
to be the Mafter Springs of all, have been, 
without knowing it, the Paw to fave iotne 
other Perfon from burning his own Fin- 
s ; and when the whole Scheme has 
n executed, fomebody who fat them 
all to work, but was never fofpeftcd of \t y 
has flipped his Hand between and drawn 
away the Chefnuts. I have feen a Faftion 
bold enough to attempt leading their King 
which way they pleafed: 1 have feen a 
fingle Hand behind the Curtain, propofe 
the Means to the Sovereign, of robbing 
them of thtk diihoneftly obtained Power* 
by ah Article that fhould throw him i» 
among them ; and while this was done 
with no other Intent, than to get into his 
own fingle Hand that Power, which he 
had declared too much even for a Party* 
I have feen the Monarch give a feeming 

j Affent 
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Affent to the Propofal, and by fighting 
the Plotters againft one another, keep the 
Power which none had a Right to dare to 
think of taking from him, inviolated in his 
own Hands; 

Every thing went on profperouftjr in 
the Amour of my new Matter and the; 
Miftrefs of his Friend': The Upholfterer 
had furnilhed the Apartment ; the Coack- 
maker had fent Word, the. Equipage 
would be at the Door the next Morning,, 
and the Lover's Heart was fcarce able to 
contain its Triumph ; To compteat the ; 
Vi&ory, Chance, as he thought proper tc>. 
underftand it, contrived the making it 
public. On the very Day, when all his 
Preparations were ready, the prefent Pro- . 
prietor of the Lady fent him a Card, to 
invite him to an Entertainment at his 
Houfe: He found it wouFd be a public, 
one ; and nothing could have pleafed his 
Vanity in fo glorious a Manner as the 
Thought of carrying off the Lady from, 
the Matter of the Feaft, before all his. 
Friends. .He doubted her Confent to fo- 
flagrant a Piece of Ingratitude as well, a& 
Infidelity ; but he was in Raptures, to* 
find fhe agreed to it. as foon as it waspro- 
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pofed : How abfurd is this common Con- 
duft of the Men of Intrigue in admiring 
and loving Women, for Qualities for which 
they ought to hate them, and which they* 
have all the Reafon in the World to fup- 
pofe, will be one Day turned againfl: them- 
felves. The Mafter of the Feaft was in- 
formed, that the Lady had contented 5 fhe 
even told him the very.Circumftances : . 
That they were to go off after they had 
drank Coffee : That the Bed was to be air'd 
ready for their coming in 5 and that before, 
it was poffible they ihould be miifed, he 
was to receive a Letter from her, dated 
from her new Friend's Bed, to take her 
Leave of him : That a Collation was to 
be ready at Eight ; and that when they 
rofe from that, the new Chariot was to be 
ready at the Door to carry them to the 
. Maftjuerade at Marybon. It muft be al- 
lowed to have been a Scheme well laid % 
but Fortune is capricious : The Event the 
Reader, who does not guefs ic before- hand, 
will find in the next Chapter* r ' _. 


CHAR 


208 The Adventures 


C H A-p.-vm. 

the Termination of a Ung concerted Acfotn- 
ture.—A Poft very willingly loft in Hope 
of a ietter. 

THE Dinner was over at the Embaf- 
lador's ; the Company was in great 
Gaiety of Spirits ; the Lady ordered Cof- 
fee, and my Mailer in the Triumph of 
his Heart could not help reading a Copy 
of Italian Verfes, which he had got ready 
for the Paranicion : Thefe would have 
been very intelligible to all the Company 
as Hour afterwards, if Matters had gone 
as he wifhed,. but as he fuppofed at pre- 
fent were Heathen Greek to every body 
but bimfelf : They were twice read during 
the Ceremony of the Coffee, and as the 
Conjectures about them ran Ugh, the Au- 
thor threw the Paper among, the Company* 
to be examined as critically as they plcafed* 
This was the Signal for the Lady's De- 
campment : She flipped away on the In» 
ftant, and while the Mailer of the Feaft 
purpofely engaged every body in look- 
ing, over them* the Lover followed her 
Example. 

He 
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He was no (boner out of the Room than 
the Matter of the Houfe threw down the 
Paper, and told the Company there were, 
three Hackney Coaches at the Door which 
would carry them where they fhould have 
a high Entertainment : The Lady had her 
Inftru&ions to trifle away fome little Time 
before (he fet off with her new Mailer ; 
the Company obeyed the Propofal that 
was made them, and they were after a 
fhort Drive fet down at the Houfe of my 
Matter. 

I don't know whether the Plot of 
this Macbiavel of Politics would have Suc- 
ceeded without my Affiftance : Some un- 
known Caufe often gives Succefs to an En- 
terprise* while he who knows not how it 
happened is exalted to the Skies for bring- 
ing it about It is, I think, hardly pofllble 
to fuppofe that a Party of eleven People, 
and all of the firft Fafhion, could have 
been in a Man's Houfe, and his Ser- 
vants let them in without telling him of 
k \ but I knew the whole -Plot, and 
Was determined it (bould not be difap- 
pojnted. I was heartily tifed of fo dirty a 

Com* 
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Commander, and had no Averfion to tfier 
givitfg him an Opportunity of quarrelling 
with me. * The Protedtor of the Lady led 
in the Party : I difpofed of the reft of the 

, Servants, and received them at the Door : 
His Excellency looked earneftfy'at me, 
and with a half Smile faid, " Can you be 
fecret ? No Harm fhall happen to you from 
it, upon my Honour." I told hith with a 
Bow of perfect Submiflion, I knew none 
Could happen .after what he had beeii 
pleafed to fay : He looked earneftly at me 
again, and gave me a Nod of Approba*' 
tionwith a Mixture of Surprize, I fuppofe 
at the ready Politfcnefs of my Anfwer. I 
hardly gave him leave to tell me, I muft 
fhew them into the new Apartment, be* 
fore I threw open the Door of it He 

. threw himfelf upon the Bed, and was fay- 
ing fomething very good-natured to me* 
when a Rap, which I knew to be that of 
my Matter's Footman, called me to the 
Door. 

The mentioning that it was my Ma- 
tter, was more than an Excufe fpr my 
abruptly running out of the Room : Hb 
Impatience to have his Miftrefs his own, 
or perhaps his Impatience for the Triumph 

he 
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he was to have on an Occafion which he 
ought to have been afliamed of, had pref- 
fed the Lady fo hard that the Coaches 
which had brought the Company were 
hardly well away from the Door when he 
arrived. The Company had arranged 
themfelves behind the Screen and eafy 
JCtiairs-in the . Room, that he might enter 
unfufpeftmg ; % and. I had thrown open 
the Door that they might hear the Con- 
verfation up Stairs : " O Angel, fayshe,, 
in Rapture, as he thruft her up before 
him, how fhall we laugh to think of 
the Confirmation of his Excellence !" The 
laft Word was fpoke as he entered the 
Door. His Friend on the Inftant throw- 
ing himfelf up from the Bed, pronounced, 
With a very emphatical Tone, 
•? * 
Behold him here ! the Wretch whom thou 

baft made* 
Curfes andSorrowt baft thou heap* d upon him. 

My Mafter had not time to (tare before he 
faw the Room full of the reft of the Cora* 
pany. After a Laugh of a Quarter of an 
Hour. they fe vera! ly complimented him up- 
on the Addrefs with which he had con- 
duced his Amour, and the Lady, drop- 
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ping him a low Curt'fy, a&ed him if he 
really could be fib much . a Coxcomb to 
chink any Woman could change fuch a 
Lover, (bch a Friend as hers* lor fuch an 
infignificant — — . It is very rarely the 
Fortune of Men who fpeak Truth to be 
believed* Revenge now didated to my 
Matter aa ample Satisfaction on the Head 
of the offending Fair^one. " O you 
pretty B rjt q , fays he, and (b you would 
have him believe you have made a Foot 
of me all this time.. To tel 1 you the Truth* 
Madam* I have bad fo much of you that 
I am tired of you* I only wanted to make 
Kale Laugh with my Friend, and then 
tell him what B~— you was, that he might 
turn you out of Doors." . The Company 
burft into a Laugh oa this 5 and his Friend 
told him, " You fee dear ***, you have 
fbcceeded fo far in your Plot as to make 
Laugh enough for me and aU your 
Friends befide ; but as. to the reft of your 
Story, you will find it very difficult to per- 
fiiade any body here that you have had Fa- 
vours from a Woman who you muft now 
be told haslet me into every Part of* your 
Scheme all the while you have been a- 
bout it** 
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u Then Ihe is double B ~, exclaims 

my Mafter with great Violence, (he is 

double B upon my Honour. You 

never did all the civil Things in the World 
with me, ha Madam ! I did not give you 
thirty Guineas lift Week, did I ? And 
you did not fay to me, O that Fool the 
***, to fuppofc any Woman can love 
him when he brings you in her Company. 
TeHsaetthat, how tell me that !•' -The 
Laugh was high at die latter Part of the 
Speech, and when it was over, the Lady, 
inttcad of anfwcrmg him, turned to her 
Erote&or, and very ffedately aflced him, 
" Why will you letthis dirty Feflow think 
you fupport me fo poorly that I could 
want thirty Pound ? " Every body was 
upon my Matter's Back at once : They 
joined in telling him, nothing in the World 
was fo infamous as this Trick of People's 
taking away a Woman's Reputation when 
they could not faceted in their Defigns up- 
on her: And the Lady's Friend, who 
loved her for her fuppofed Fidelity, and 
was-hurt to fee her in Pain upon his faying 
what he had, added, let me advife you 
• * * againft this for the future, for it is 
doubly cruel to take away the Reputation 

of 
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of a poor Creature who may ftarye by the 
Jofing ir. Ic is all one for that, replied 
my Matter, heartily moved at what was 
faid to him, and out of Patience at being 
born down in a Thing in which he was 
really in the right, " It is all one, J fay 
for that, but I think I have you ftill, 
Madam. You know my Valet, Madam. 
On this he called me intorthe Room.- Is 
this Man any body you ever fee about my 
JLogis?" The Lady, readily anfwercd, 
Yes. " O very well, very well, Madam : 
Now* come you here, fays he to me, tell 
the Truth and fear nothing ; Do you 
know I lie fifty, hundred times with 
this B ? Say yes or no to it." 

* The Company were not quite fo pofitive 
now as they had been before on the Lady's 
Side : They all fquinted towards her, to 
fee if they could read Guilt in her Face, 
and her Friend was almoft furpriftd to fee 
htr not change Countenance on his direct- 
ing one of his moft piercing Looks: toward 
her. * c Iwifti, replied I, with great Hu- 
mility, that I might have leave to be fi- 
lent on this Occafion. I am afraid by 
fpeaking the Truth I (hall give Offence 
where it is my Duty to pleafe, but Rer 

putation 
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potation is as dear as Life, efpecially to 
Peribns who have only that to live upon. 
I have known my Mafter follicic that La- 
dy very much for Favours, and offer her 
Prefents, in particular laft Week thirty 
Guineas, but I never knew her accept of 
any, and I think (he never fuffered him to 
take any Liberties with her, becaufe this 
Morning I heard him fay, I believe now 
you willvnot make me happy till you live 
with me.'* 

I could not wonder at a Volley of 
Oaths, Imprecations, and hard Names, . 
in confequence of this glorious Lie. I ex- 
pedled them, and all that was coming be- 
fide. I flew to the Patron of the Lady 
for Protedion. My Mafter ordered me 
out of his Doors that Inftanr, and the 
Gentleman to whom I had flown gave me 
Commifliorrto go into his. He gaye me 
his Purfe, containing about eighty Pounds 
in Notes and Caffi, as a Reward for my 
Fidelity, and an earned of his good Inten* 
tions to. me ; and his Miftrefs added hers 
to encourage me to continue honeft, and 
a£t all along as I had done that Evening. 
I begged Permiflion to return the Lady 
ber Purfe, telling her, I hoped I fhould 

always 
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always be honed without being paid for 
ihewing myfelf fo. I added, chat I had no 
Right to fcruplethe Honour done me in his 
Excellency's Prefent, as I underftood my- 
felf to be now in his Service : I gave her 
a Look that made her put her Purfe in her 
Pocket again wkh great Readinefs ; and 
had the Pleafure after my leaving the 
Room to hear it delivered as the Senfe of 
the Company, that I was the honefteft, 
fenfibleft Fellow that ever came into a 
Service. 

i 

My late Matter obje&ed highly to my 
Honefty from the Trick I had played him. 
But this was a Truth no body prefefit could 
be perfiiaded to have any fore of Opinion 
of. The Patron of the Lady looking a- 
bouthim, and feeing there were no Servants 
by, faid to his ingenuous Friend, " Up- 
on my Honour flie informed me of this 
Plot of yours as loon as you* laid k 9 and 
has told me every Step ihe has taken in it 
fince. She was never with you but with my 
Knowledge and Approbation;*' " That 
may be, replied the other, interrupting 
him, for any thing I know of the contra*, 
ry, but upon my Honour 1he was my 
Whore all the Times. 1 * ** Fie, fie, re- 

plied 
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plied his Friend* refuming his Difcourfe, 
, I am ferious, and don't fruftrate my good- 
natured Intentions to you : Will you leave 
us a s few Moments, my Deareft, conti- 
nued he, addreffing himfelf to the Lady ?'* 
She obeyed, and took that Opportunity of 
rewarding me with a Profufion of voluptu- 
ous Wantonnefs for my excellent Services \ 
and while ihe was revelling in unaffected 
Fondnefs in my Arms, in the Room next to 
that in which they were, we had the trium- 
phant Sattsfa&ion of hearing every body 
agree that ffoe was thechafteft, faithful left 
Creaturein the World, and t<J hear my new 
Mailer, and her fond Patron, continue to 
, tell him who had juft turned me off: 
** When I tell you that I knew of all this 
Preparation, I did not intend, you may 
eafily imagine, that you fhould be at the 
Expence of it : Your Lodgings wanted 
new Furniture, and I knew your Finances 
could not well bear the Charge of it z You 
have the Pleafure to hear from me, that 
the Perfon the Lady employed to* do all 
this was my Upholfterer, and I have paid 
him for it ; it is heartily at your Service, 
and may I perifh if I would not do as much 
to-morrow on as good an Occafion, As 
to the Chariot, that too has been built un- 
Vol. I* L der 
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der my Direftions •, I wanted a new one » 
and ic is only altering the Arms and it 
will ferve for me. I have no End in all 
this but to laugh at you for a Plot in which 
your Difingenuity deferves it 5 but be ho- 
neft, >nd, as every thing is now fettled, do 
Juftice to the Lady, and own your Paf- 
lion made you fpeak ill of her when fhe 
did not deferve it. This my old Mafter 
obftinately refafed, and indeed with fufli- 
cient Reafon : But the Refult was only a 
hearty Laugh at his Obftinacy : The Com- 
pany joined in telling him they were- as 
much convinced of her Innocence as if he 
had confeffed he charged her falfely ; and 
bis Excellence, whofe Underftanding is 
inferior to very few People's, added, in- 
deed * * *, you and every body elfe that 
aft in this Manner, maintaining an Afper- 
fion when every one fees it is groundless, 
hurt your own Reputations by it, not that 
of the Perfon you mean to flander. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 

Cbarafter of a Man of Quality. — Of Ae 
Ufes Servants make of their Mafters. 

BEFORE the Company broke up> 
i I receivfcd the Orders of my new Ma- 
tter to wait on the Lady home: We con- 
gratulated one another on the Fortune 
which had thrown us fo happily together, 
and had the Prudence to determine not to 
forfeit it by Carelefsnefs. Till his Excel- 
lence came home I did not underftand 
what Office I was to have in the Family ; 
I had only Opportunity to guefs it was no 
contemptible one, by the Apartment I 
was fhewn into for that Night : In the 
Morning my new Patron was no (boner up 
than he ordered me into his Prefence. 

1 have taken you into my Family, 
young Man, faid he, not becaufe I have 
any Vacancy in it, but from an Opi- 
nion of you, and a Defire of doing 
^you good: Your late Matter tells me 
you are but ill ?t the Office in which 
you ferved him. What Education have 
you had ? Poflibly you may be more qua- 

L 2 lifted 
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^tified for a better Poft. I gave him ai 
much of N my Hiftory as was neceflary to 
inform him of my Qualifications : He had 
^intended to give me a Poft of Confequence 
under the Secretary to the Embaffy he was 
employed in, but my want of the modem 
European* Languages deftroycd that good 
Intention, I was a Month in his Family 
* in no fettled Occupation at all : He loved 
to have me about his Perfon, and com- 
miffioned me with all his Meffages of 
Gallantry, of which the Number was not 
inconfiderable. At length his fuffering 
me to do little Things about his Drefe 
convinced him that I was, or fhould be, 
very well qualified for that Office, and 
I was fettled as a Valet Extraordinary, till 
fome Vacancy fhould give me an Oppor- 
tunity of a more regular Poft. 

\ 

Mv new Mafter was a Man of uncom- 
mon natural Qualifications, and of great 
acquired Accomplilhments. His Under- - 
(landing was of the firft Clafs ; he had im- 
proved it by reading every good Author 
in any of .the Languages $ and this he exe- 
cuted fo carefully and fo happily, .that he 
became a Mafter of every Thing they had 
excelled in, and adopted their Sentiments 

in 
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in fuch a Manner, that when he afterwards 
found Occafion to employ them, they ap- 
peared not theirs but his own : If there 
was any thing in him that excelled his 
Knowledge of Books it was his Know- 
ledge of the World : He had been a Solt 
jdier in his younger time of Life, and du- 
ring all his riper Years a Statefman : No 
Man knew fo well the Ufe of Command ; 
none could fo well difguife a difagreeable 
Truth to an Ear that mud know ir, but 
that ought not to be {hocked with ir. He 
!had habituated himfelf in fuch a Manner 
to the unravelling the Plots of States and 
'Kingdoms, that, he faw through all the 
leffer ones of private Perfons as foon as 
they were formed i and he had been fo ufed 
to Patience in the difconcerting larger 
Schemes, that he had an eafy and cool Ad- 
drefs that np ver difappointed hi m in the leffer 
ones, and that feldom failed to conceal his 
Intentions, nay his very. Sufpicions, till the 
Moment when the Bufinefs of them was at 

"■ an End. Never Man was better formed to 
manage the Bufinefs of a Nation ; never 
State&ian had a Heart ft> little bent upon 

• public Mifchief for its own private Ad- 
vantages. 

L 3 Witw 
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With all thefe good Qualities, how- 
ever, as human Nature cannot be without 
its Blemifhes, my "new Mafter had his 
Foibles, though I do not know that any 
of them amounted to Vices : He had a 
Copfcioufnefs of his own Dignity, and of 
the Honour of his public Character, that 
bordered upon Haughtinefs ; and he had 
fo happy a Manner of letting the Foibles 
of others in an entertaining Light, that he 
fometimes carried it into Severity. On 
thefe Principles he was accufed, by thofe 
who knew him imperfe&ly, of Pride and 
Ill-nature \ but to be acquainted with him 
was to know this was carrying the Cen- 
fure too far. He was at this time fome- 
what declined into the Vale of Years, as 
Othello fays ; but a good Management of 
an excellent natural Conftitution had pre- 
ferved him in a hale robuft Stare of Health, 
which few People of five and twenty, as 
the Age now goes, could equal. He had 
never been what the Women call a pretty 
Fellow ; but he was extremely well made, 
and carried at this time an Ereftnefs of 
Port and Vivacity of Eye that fcarce any 
body equalled. 

Hfs 
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His great Foible, in my Opinion, was 
a Paflion for Gallantries at an Age when 
a wife Man would wifh 10 be quitting 
them : He was every where well received 
among the Women ; and though he had 
fo fine a Creature under his Pft>te£tion, 
he was ufually in Love in half a dozen other 
Places at a time: As I had the conduct- 
ing of this Part of his Correfpondence I 
had an Opportunity of feeing him (bine- 
times laughed at behind his Back where he 
was very well received on his Vifits, and 
if I dared have ventured on fo difagree- 
able an Office, had often great Tempta- 
tions to tell him of it. 

I easily faw my Part in the Service 
of a Man of this Penetration, whom it wis 
my Bufinefs to deceive : I gave Openings 
into a thoufand trivial Circumftances of 
my Life, which I affe&ed to have been 
unwilling he fhould be apprized of, amf 
by the Senfe I expreffed on thefe Occafions 
of the lmpoffibility it would be todeceive 
bim, I gave him what He received as con- 
vincing Proof that I would never attempt 
it. As he was the firft, in allrelpe&s, of 
the Foreigners refident at this time in 

L 4 London, 


224 • Tfo Adventures 

London^ his Houfe was the Refort of all 
the others : The Excellency I had lately 
ferved kept at a Diftance for a few Days 
after his Defeat* but he came to afterwards, 
though he never entered an Apartment 
where Chance had placed me, that he did 
not give Looks to which it would not be 
eafy for the Malevolence of Hognrtb to do 
Juftice in a Pidture. To know one of 
the Foreigners in England is to know them 
all •, and to be the Valet of one of them is 
I find in general to be the Pimp to them 
alii : Their Schemes are generally againfl: 
the Mi ft redes of one another ; and as I 
learned foon from fome others of my Fra- 
ternity in their Service, it was a pretty uni- 
verfal Cuftom for the Valet on each Side to 
pocket them both ; and while each was 
paid for watching the Honour of the Mif- 
trefs of his Patron, each was paid alfo for 
procuring that of the other : The Valets, 
under thefe Circumftances, almoft univer- 
fally had both Miftrcfles alternately for 
their own Amufement, and by comparing 
Notes were always able to fix an Appoint- 
ment for two of the Parties, while the 
other two were employed in another Place 
xx\ the fame Amufement. It is owing to 
this Circumftance, though they da not 

know 
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know it themfelvQfr, that no Woman has 
ever beftowed £ Favour upon one of thcfe 
Gentlemen but (he has gone through the 
vhoje Set ; and that no agreeable young 
Fellow has ferved ©ae of them but he has- 
had all the fine Women in Town.. 

There vifited very frequently at our 
Hoqfe another Eminence, who hadfome 
of the Foibles of my Matter, but even 
thefe without their alleviating Circum- 
ftances. He was' handfome r but too ftiff 
to be genteel * he had Haughtiness with-* 
out a neceflary Fund for the Support of 
it, and Ill-nature without the Wit that 
fliould always attend Severity : This^ifo- 
ms r as he feemed to efteem himfelf, had,, 
at the time of my fervjng this Gentleman, 
a Miftrefc whom all the World envied him* 
She was handfome without being affedted ; 
the geoteeleft Woman in the World bt- 
caufe (he was the eafieft \ and had a Fund 
of gpgd3enfe drat judged rightly of every 
thing but of its own Exiftence* 

» * • 

, Th e Exti avagance in which her prefent 
Pairon fupported her, placed, her above 
the Attacks of the Men of* In trig \c in ge- 
nial* and hfr natural Re5jferve>.increafed 
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by the ftrong Difpofition her Prote&or had 
to Jealoufy, kept her out of the way of all 
Temptation to do amifs 9 except what (he 
met with, in a manner, at home. I have 
mentioned it as the peculiar Tafte of the 
Mailer I had lately quitted, to be fond of 
what was the Property of his Friends ; but 
he was not fo fcrupulous, I now found, 
on this head, but that rather than be out 
of Employ, he would condefcend to level 
his Batteries againft the Citadel of an Ene- 
my. As Foreigners, as Acquaintances of 
all the fame common Acquaintance, this 
quondam Matter of mine, and the Gentle* 
man under whofe Protection the Lady I 
have been mentioning was, could not but 
be acquainted : They were civil when they 
met, but they hated one another heartily 
. at the Bottom, and it is almoft a Queftion 
whether the Soul of the Intriguer would 
not have felt almoft as much Pleafure in 
revenging himfelf of his Enemy in the 
Arms of his Miftrefs, as if the Dainty had 
been recommended by the over-reaching 
of a Friend. Whether this, or whether 
die perfonal Charms of the Lady, or 
whatever elfe were the Motives, however 
this was the deftined Cdnqueft of our He- 
ro, famous and renowned : On this Con- 

fideration. 
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fideration, after a Month's Looks that 
feemed to threaten me with a Piftol or a 
Poniard, he came to our Houfe one Morn- 
ing, at a time when he knew my. Matter 
was out, and fitting down in a Parlour 
fan for me to come to him. 

cc You know, fays he, Sir, what a 
Rafcal you have been to me: I am of a 
Nation that does hot eafily forgive Inju- 
ries 5 and perhaps I (hould have found the 
Means of revenging it at a Moment when 
ydu little thought of me : But there is an 
Opportunity of your cancelling the Re- 
membrance of it by" a good Aftion. Are 
you willing ? I am very feripus. Speak 
what you will ftand to." I replied that I 
would, *if I found it Boneft and practi- 
cable. ? c It is prafticable, replied he hafti- 
ly : As to Honefty, I. know how much 
you have of "it 5 but you ,have a better 
Thing, that is, Cunning : You have ex- 
pofed me fcandaloufly by it, now make 
me the Reparation. I have a Mind to 
* * * 's Miftrefs : He gives an Entertain- 
ment to-day at Jenny 9 s Whim \ tell me, 
fliall I have her before Night, for I know 
you can do it if you will ?" I anfwered* 
Sir, I will do it if I can ;. He put ten 

L' 6 Pieces 
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Pieces into my Hand by way of retaili- 
ng Fee : He told me he fhould dine there, 
and that he left to me the Means of fepa- 
rating his Miftrefs and her Guardian. I 
found, in a few Minutes, that my Matter 
did not dine among this Party ; he com* 
mifiioned me with his Excufe by Word of 
Mouth to the Matter of the-Feaft, on his 
receiving a Summons which there was no 
refuting from another Quarter. This was 
no unfavourable Circumftance for me * 
and 1 built on it my whole Plan in favour 
of the intended Intrigue. I had a thorough 
Contempt for my late Matter/ and indeed 
- was not without fome Degree of Hatred 
to him on Occafion of fome disagreeable 
Things that had patted at the time of my 
going ^ but it was not my Bufinefs to have 
him an Enemy, and Confcienqe, indeed, 
while I recollected my late Treatment of 
hrm, dictated to me that I owed him a 
good Turn. 

The Abfence of my Matter from the 
Entertainment 'appeared no favourable 
Circumftance to the Perfcn who had re- 
tained me> and who had formed great Ex* 
pe&arions froiji my Abilities and Addrefs* 
The Servants of the Foreigners* I have 

obfcrved. 
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obferved, are in general the Servants of all 
of them in common. No body was fur- 
prized to fee me in Office at die Dinner* 
though 1 had no regular Bufincfs there; 
but my Retainer was rejoiced at it r He 
conceived Hopes that I had a Plan* and 
he was not dilappointed in that Imagina- 
tion. 

Thb great Foible of the Matter of the 
Feaft was a Defire to be thought of Con- 
fequence. It was not always his Fate to 
be of the Parties of Bufinefs among the 
Statefmen ; but if he could get his Head 
in, he was happy for a Month with the 
Confequences of it % every new Company 
he fell into giving htm an Opportunity of 
{hewing he had been there, by tattling what 
Daffed in Secrecy* After a few Healths 
had gone round, a Meflfenger defired ta 
have Admittance 10 the Matter of the Ce- 
remony : He was received at the Door by 
that Excellence, who went fo far rather 
than trouble the Company with his Bufi- 
nefs. He delivered a verbal Mefiage from 
my Matter, defiling bis immediately meet- 
ing him at the Duke of * * * % where 
fomething of Confequence was upon die 
Carpet Every Mufcle in bis Face re- 

i caved 
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Ceived a new Vigour from the Sotmd ; he 
made his Apology to the Company for an 
Hour or two, promifed to returt as foon 
as ever the Party broke up : and told me 
where my Mafter was aloud, by way of 
letting the Company into the Secret of 

* where he had the Honour to be going. 

I was happy in this Opportunity of 
wiping off all Sufpicion ' of my having 

• been the Author of the Meflage. I told 
his Excellence, in a low Voice, that I was 
fore it was impoflible my Mafter ftiould be 
where he heard, for that he went out un- 
dreffed, and I knew where he was ; and 
added I, it was not one of our Servants 
that came, and I am fure my Mafter 
would not have fent arranger, on fuch a 
Meflage. mm 

The Gentleman in whole Service all 
this was executed, eafily faw that the 
Meflage was a ftiam one of my contriving : 
- But he could have cut me^ to Pieces for 
every Word I was now faying againft the 
Veracity of it. I knew my Man fuffi- 
ciently to be convinced nothing could keep 
him, and I was to take Care, now I had 

effefted 
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: effected my Bufinefs, not to be fufpe&ed 
of having any hand, in 5 it. 

He not only laughed at my Sufpicions, 
but gave fome Occafion to fuppofe he was 
angry at my making them: He-got away 
as foon as his Horfes could be put to, and 
left Inftru£Hons with his Valet to have an 
Eye upon the Lady.' The Triumph of 
the Intriguer ran very high on the going 
off of the Matter of the Feaft : I found 
Means to give him a Hint of the Ofders 
which I found were left with the Valet, arid 
cautioned him to give no room for Sufpi- 
cion, that I might find it the eafier to get 
him off. , The Valet, additionally to a real 
Fidelity, had all that Sagacity and Difcern- 
ment which his Matter wanted : It was in 
yt vain that I attempted but to engage him in 
Con verfation till he had fixed his Eyes at- 
tentively on all the Company, in order to 
fee where was the Poft of Danger. It was 
well I had cautioned my Pupil : Whether 
* a fettled Thirft of Revenge* or an abfolnte 
Indifference to the pretended Objedl of his 
Wilhes were in the Caufe, I know not, 
but he punctually and exadtly obferved 
my Inftru&ions* There was no real Dan- 
ger from any other Quarter, and fo good 

a Matter 
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a Matter of difiemhting was my PUpl 
that none appeared there. The Argv* 
found his Quality of Watching unnecef- 
fery, at leaft he thought he found it fo 5, 
and as I knew his Tafte in a Miitrefe was. 
. for one of the plumper Kind, I cook Oc- 
casion to whifper to him, as he waited at 
feme Diftance from his Lady, that, as 
every body here was eafy and merry, I 
did not fix any Need they had of us ; that 
I did not know why Servants' might not 
fee at Liberty to indulge a lirtle fometimes, 
as well aS their Matters % that I was fure 
.Nature had made us all of the feme FlelH 
and Blood, and that for my Tart I did not 
know what Life was good for, if we were 
to fpend it alt in waiting upon the Plea- 
sures of other People* Our Matters, con- 
tinued I, Monfieur * * *, are both away*, 
and I don't know any Bufinefs we have ta 
wait on other People. I know where 
there's fome charming Home-brewed juft 
by, and ^ fine comely Landlady as fat a* 
Jenny Douglas. 1 few the native Purple 
in his Face glow into an abfolute Vermi- 
lion at the Name of a fat Landlady. I 
led him, as Milton lays, nothing loath, to> 
an Alehoufe where the Hackney Coach- 
men put up while their Fares ace at Rant- 
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lagh j and while I engaged him in the 
fruitlefs Attack of a Town, the Gates of 
which had not been opened chefe ten Years, 
my quondam Mafter watched the Lady's 
dipping out of the Room into the Gar- 
dens, bribed, the good-natured Gentlewo- 
man of the Houfe who had attended her, 
to quit her Poft before the Lady perceived 
it, and under the fpangled Canopy of Hea- 
ven, made the green Slope at the Back of 
the Summer-houfes, the thrice driven Bed 
of Down, or Bed of thrice driven Down, 
if the Commentator pleafes, zsSbakefpear 
calls it, on which he executed the fweetelt 
of alt Vengeance on his ancient Enemy. 
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CHAP. X. 

A bold Attack of the Lover proves at once 
fuccefsful and calamitous. 

I Know not how it is, that Women, who 
arc fb very careful, as, to give the Sex 
its due, all Women are, of the firft Step 
into Lewdnefs, have no fooner taken that* 
than they plunge into all Lengths of ic un- 
reftrained, and will facrifice their Fidelity 
to the Man who has a Right to it, and 
their Regard to themfelves, to any body ; 
to People often, who have neither Perfua- 
fion nor Temptation about them, or who 
have thought it worth their while to iife 
even that lighteft of all light Coin, Sol- 
icitation, to the Purpofe. They feem to 
be of Opinion, that to be once a Whore 
is the fame with being a Whore for ever : 
That to give up themfelves to one Man, 
is to proftitute themfefves~ to the whole 
Sex*, and to think with Calijta in the 
Play, 

** Tbou cat? ft no more betray t nor I be 

But 
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But whether my lhort winged, my 
moralizing Pegafus, wouldft thou carry thy 
unexperienced Rider ? I know not what 
Time or Leifure thou may'ft have to mo- 
ralize on the Incident ; but afluredly the 
People concerned in it had neither. My 
modeft Mufe had turned her Back upon 
the Lovers, juft as they had ufed an op- 
pofite Ceremony to one another, and left 
them preffing a flant Green, the Bottom 
of which form'd the Margin to a. clayey 
Puddle, called in the Language Qf the 
Place a Canal, and indeed* not improperly 
fo, if according to the Sentiment- of a 
very profound and judicious Etymolo- 
gift of this time, that Word is derived 
from, and has an intimate Conneftion 
with, the Word Kennel: Thq Verge of 
this graffy Bank wasofnamented or fenced, 
which ftiall the Writer fay, for in Verity, 
there feems to the judicious Eye as much 
Ornament as Security, and as much Se- 
curity as Ornament in the Plantation, 
with a low Hedge, formed of Willow 
Stakes, planted at Diftances, which had 
furnifhed a Number of living Twigs to 
the intermediate Space, land in the Vacancies 
between which grew* in all the Wildnefs 

of 
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of luxurious Nature, the pungent Nettle, 
the green Sword-grafs Sedge, and the 
pointed Thittle, forming a varied, if not 
a fplendid Scene of Verdure. 

The Lady had fuffered no farther Con- 
fidcration to enter her Head at this fpright- 
ly Period, than that of the Rewards of 
paffive Acquiefcence : She had ftretched 
her agile Limbs, like the JEmoman Io% 
on the Bank, and thought of nothing be- 
neath Rapture : The Swain,' for what Rea- 
fon we mail not pre fume to determine* 
had placed his whole Support on his Right 
Foot, which bore upon one of the living 
Hedge - flakes already celebrated. We 
may fuppofe, while we fee a Merry An- 
drew on the Ropes, or Mohammed Cara- 
tha on the Corner of a fifth Chair, that it 
is eafy to keep the true Centre of Gravity* 
but it is not always fo in Praftice : The 
Lover eager to indulge in the Revelry of 
Wantonnefs, had no Time to recoiled the 
Laws of Motion and Matter ; but by 
fome fudden Jerk, threw himfelf out of 
the Line, and on the Inftant the Hedge- 
ftake flipped from under his Foot. The 
natural Declivity, of -the Ground now car- 
ried him downward * but determined that 

filch 
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f fuch an Accident fhould not reduce his 
Exploit to a half Vi&ory, he held the 
Fair-one fall in his Arms : It was in vain 
fliefcreamed ; He attributed to the Fury 
of his Attack the Wounds her bare 
, Limbs differed from the Nestles and Thi- 
files, which they Aided over : The lucklefs 
Fair continued defcending, as Phaeton did, 
into the Brook, but only in a contrary Di- 
redion ; they went in Feet foremoft, and 
were confefiing their Sins, and giving 
themfelvcs over for loft, when they per- 
ceived at the Depth of about Mid-thigh 
in the Water a fudden Stop, Thou art 
not to fuppofe, gentle Reader, that they 
found the Bottom at this fmall Diftance 
•from the Surface; we would not pay lb 
ill a Compliment to the Pieces of Water 
in this elegapt Retreat, as to fuppofe they 
have any Bottom at all, other than of 
Mud, which a Man may (ink through. 
The Foot of the Lover, had in the fatal 
Inftant of its lofing its Place, flipped on 
the outfide of the Hedge-ftake, and one 
of the Ladies had been carried in the fame 
.Direction with it. The Confequence of 
this was, that after they had fqueczed flat 
all the herbaceous Matters in the way of 

their 
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their Defcent, they found this Stake had 
been all die while between their Legs: 
It now flopped their Aiding any farther, 
and fupported them rammed faft to 
one another, in a Pofture cot of which it 
was impoffible for them so get wkhoot 
Affiftance/ 

The Lady made a thou&nd Protesta- 
tions, that foe would perifh before fhe 
would be fared at the Expence of any 
body's feeing her in fuch a Situation. A 
thouCmd Efforts were made both on her 
Part and on his to difentangle themfdves, 
J*it all in vain. If thou haft ever, gentle 
Reader, been in the troubiefome State 
of a hearty Wcarinefs and Hatred of aWo- 
manwhowas 4:oofondof thee, to leave 
it poflible to part with her, thou may*ft 
. have fome Idea of the vexatious Situation 
of our Heroe and Heroine ; if not, Words 
can give thee but a poor Idea of two fuch 
involuntary In&parables. 
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A full Quarter (>f an Hour pafled in 
the' Variety of Attempts made on both 
Parts tQ get lpofe \ at length, the ill Sue- 
cefs of all theie threw the faii; One into a 
Defpondency, which added to the hot Ting- 
ling of the Nettles, and the freezing Cold 
of the Water, at length prevailed with 
hertofubmit to the Lover's calling out 
for Help : He wanted but Permiflion : 
His Tongue was no fooner at Liberty, 
than, like Mrs. Hafle> who, when (he pulls 
the Bell for a Servant, never ceafcs ring- 
ing it till he comes into the Parlour, , he 
bawled fo loud, and bawled fo long, th&t 
four Waiters heard the Summons from 
their feVeral Pofts, and all appeared at 
once on the Bank to know the Occaiion 
of it. 

The malicious Moon, though fhe had 
been urfder a Cloud for a Quarter of aa 
Hour before, welcomed the Appearance 
of thefe Minifters of Luxury, w^h a full 
Blaze of her Beams, direfted on the un- 
happy Pair, -who implored their Affif- 
tance : The Lady fcreamed at the Sight 
of four Fellows, Witneffes of fuch a 

Scene: 


24<* tt* Adventures 

Scene : She thundered out her Commands 
For them to difappear and fend their 
Miftrefs and one of the Maids : Some 
Moments palled in the executing this Com- 
miffion, the good Lady of the Houfe 
not iuppoflng (he had any Bufinefs with 
People, who, fhe thought had not bought 
her Abfence half an Hour before for no- 
thing : The reiterated Remonftrances of 
Che Drawers at length prevailed; but no 
fooner did that grave Lady with her Vef- 
tals, come in Sight of the (hameful Ob- 
jeft, then (he ran with them down the 
other Slope, and all the Screams and En* 
treaties of the Lady were ineffectual to 
bring her or either of them back again. 

'The Waiters had received their Com- 
mands from both the Lovers at once, not 
to come near them ; and it is not eafy to 
fay, what would have been the End 'of 
this ill-fated Adventure, if Chance had 
not foon after led one of .the humble Ex- 
cellencies of the Company, to the Part of 
the Garden wliere flood the Temple at 
the Egrefe from which the Lover had 
feized the Lady. He could not but pafs 
by the Scene of Aftion in his Return ; 

and 
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and the Lover too impatient and outra- 
gious, to bear any longer fo horrible a 
State as that he was in, in fpite of all the 
Lady could fay to the contrary, called 
out to him for Afliftance. 

■ 

The Friend darted at the Sound, and 
was running toward the Place, but upoi* 
the mention of being in the Water, he 
had the Caution to draw back fome Paces 
that he might not get in too. Stay one 
Minute, my dear Sir, lays he, and FU 
bring you Afliftance. It was in vain for 
the Lover to proteft againft this, or to 
entreat only his Hand to help him up. 
The Lady was filent. The careful Friend, 
whofe Eyes are not formed for feeing any 
thing diftin&ly that is farther off than his 
Nofe, did not difcover that there was any* 
bodyjoinedinthe Diftrefsof the Petitioner : 
He ran to the Company, and telling them 
that * * * * was fallen into the Ditch and 
would be drowned, they all went out and 
marched up to his Afliftance, prcceeded 
by the Drawers, carrying all the Candles 
that, were in the Sconces, or upon the 
Table before them. 

Vol. I. M It 
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It would require, as the Poet has if, 

A thou/and Tongues^ 
A throat of Brafs and Adamantine Lungs, 

to defcribe the feveral Paffions that agita- 
ted the Aflembly, and 'the Obje&s of their 
Care at this ftrange Interview. The Lo* 
•▼cr was fiift lifted carefully out ; and af- 
terwards the Lady. Shame, Indignation 
and Pain together did the kindeft Office 
for her that ihe could have been affifted 
by, fhe funk into a Swoon, which ren- 
dered her infcnfible of the Aftonifhment 
and Entertainment of the Company, till 
the Height of the Scene was over. 

Th b mixed Noife of fcreaming, laugh- 
ing, calling for, and offering Affiftance ; 
and with it the Blaze of the Lights car- 
ried by the Waiters to the Scene of Dif- 
trefs had reached the Retrear, where my- 
felf and the Perlbn entrufted with the 
Care of the Lady, were enjoying a more 
tranquil Scene of Delight with the Mif- 
trefs of the Houfc, and two ragged bold 
Wenches, honoured with the Name of 
her Daughters. There was only an Ozier 

Bank 
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Bank and the Head of a Cut from the 
River between us and the Scene of Dif- 
trefs 5 we faw punctually all that patted, 
and it was at the fame Inftant that the 
Lady was lifted out of the Water, that 
our frighted Landlady observed it waa 
at the WUm. 


Mi CHAF. 
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CHAP. XI. 

A Scene of Confufion calls back the Rene- 
gade. Guardian barely in time. 

DISTRACTION appeared in the 
Face of my Companion ; he burft 
from us, and leaving me to difcharge the 
Reckoning flew to the Place of Mifery. 
I over-took him juft at the Door, and we 
were pufhing into it together, attended by 
a Mob of Gardeners Wives and Daugh- 
ters ; Market- Women and Alewives, 
whom the Oddity as well as the Dif- 
trefs of the Storjr had brought together, 
when the Flambeaux behind declared the 
Mafter of the Ceremony returned and 
at our Heels. His Servant very judici- 
oufly forced hinlfelf into the Garden be- 
ifpre him, that He might at leaft know* 
'^vhat was the Mattery ere he was called 
-upon to give an AccQunt of it : I threw 
• myfelf in his way as he alighted. He 
came up immediately to me-, and told me, 
he was impofed upon ; that the Duke of 
* « « * was at c- , and your Ma- 
fter, continued he, is at Alton: But I fhall 
find who has dared to impofe upon me. 

I 
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\ feplied, your Excellency will be pleafed 
to remember that I faid I knew it was 
fome Miftake : I knew, Sir, that my 
Matter was out of Town, but he was 
with a Lady, and I did not think it was 
my Place to fay too much about it. You 
are an excellent Servant faid he, giving 
me a Guinea ; I wifh I had minded what 

you laid. But what, continued he, 

is the Matter here ? Q, Sir, replied I, be 
pleafed to walk in and you'll fee. This 
was as much as I could fay about a Thing 
I knew no more of at that time than he 
did : I fufpefted indeed that his Miftrefs 
was in the Cafe, and gave an EmphaGs 
to certain Words of this fhort Sentence, 
as I pronounced them, which did not 
leave him without his Sufpicions of it. 

The little Delay I had occafioned with 
this Gentleman at the Door was not wit 
out its Ufe, and tho* there could be 
Merit in ir, as I at this Time knew 
thing of the Matter; it was underft 
highly in my Favour by the' Perfon who 
had employed me to bring about this un- 
lucky Adventure. The Company had 
promifed and engaged tbemfelves by an 
Oath to Secrecy as to .the Lady's Honour, 

Mj and 
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and a fettled Story of her being fuddenlf 
taken ill was prepared far her Keeper's 
Ear. Every Thing was concerted, and a 
Bed was airing to convey her into, when 
the Sight of hex Prote&or at the Door, be- 
fore fhe was undreffed, difconcerted the 
whole Scheme. He no fooner entered the 
Room, than the forrowful Countenances 
of his Friends gave him notice of iome 
terrible Cataftrophe, and the Lady juft 
lifting up her Eyes, laid, with a faint 
Voice, I am glad you are come to take 
your farewel ot me. See, continued fhe, 
holding/up her Petticoats; fee the Condi- 
tion I am in, but this is nothing. My 
Candle went out as I was coming over 
the Garden, and I have flipped into the 
Pond. I am (lung and cut to death with 
the Weeds 5 and poor * * * *, who was 
the firft Perfon that heard me call our, fee 
the Condition he is in j he had like to have 
been drowned in trying to fave me. 

The Story paffed unfufpe<fted. The 
Valet excufed himfelf for not attending 
the Lady at that Moment, from the Ma- 
ture of the Vrftt fhe was making : The 
Servants were bribed high to keep the Se~ 
crct, and the Lady and her Lover were 

put 
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pin into feparate Beds in the Houfe : The 
Mafter of the Entertainment excus'd him- 
fe!f from going back to Town with his 
Company, under a Declaration, that he 
thought himfelf obliged in Honour and 
Companion to ftay with the poor Lady, • 
who hid met with fuch a terrible Acci- 
dent on a Party of his making, and to 
make his Acknowledgment in a proper 
Manner to _the Gentleman who had fuf- 
fered lb terribly in attempting to. affift 
her. 


M 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

A Difcovery is made, which proves of very 
fatal Confequence. 

THERE is no Kind of Man in the 
World fo fcandaloufly choufed in 
every Manner \ fo much the Dupe to the 
Woman he loves, and to the Man he con- 

- fides in, as the Keeper. The Lady vtf ho ac- 
cepts his Protedtion, from that In(tant 
takes up an Averfion to his Perfon : Her 

, Fondnefs of him becomes a Duty, and 
therefore fhe hates to pay it : She looks on 
herfelf as one who has fold all that can be 
valuable in Woman for Money, and there- 
fore determines to make the moft of her 
Bargain : As to himielf* fhe fuppofes his 
Conduft is to .be his own Care not her's, 
and fetsouton the Principle of his letting 
him ruin himfelf in her Service if he 
pleafes,; from the eafy Supposition, that 
if he did not do it for her he would for 
fomebody elfe. She never fails to fee the 
Price of her Apoftacy from Virtue at 
more than he can pay, be that what it 
will •, and therefore underftands it as an 
undoubted Right, to make as much as 
> - r fhe 
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fhe can of her occafional Favours to other 
People.. Such is his Situation, in Regard 
to the Lady herfelf, and he has the addi- 
tional- Plague of her Prostitutions being 
moil of them among his Friends and Ac- 
quaintance, who mud laugh at him while 
they enjoy them. As to the Men, it is a 
Point among them, that ho Faith is to 
be kept in Love Affairs where there is not 
the Seal of Matrimony upon them \ and 
in Confequence of this happy Refolution, 
he who is of the niceft Honour and moft: 
fcrupulous Sincerity in every other Cir- 
cumftance of Life, thinks it a Matter of 
Gallantry and i J raife to fcheme againft his 
moft intimate Friend, and injure him in 
the Point, in which, of all others, he knows 
him moft fenfible of it. I have not much 
to fay in favour of the moral Re&itude of 
a Proceeding of this Kind ; 'but while 
there is a Way to the only rational Enjoy- 
ment of the other Sex, which fecures the 
Right in the Perfon, and makes that in- 
famous and criminal, which the Eye of 
the World over-looks in the other Cafe ; it 
is People's own Fault, who do not purfue 
the Way in which they will find and pre- 
ferve their Happioefs. 

M 5 Th* 
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The Confequence of our Heroine's 
discovered Perfidy to her Prote&or, was 
her receiving Propofals for occafional Fa- 
vours from every Man of the Company v : 
The Confequence of the Propofals was the 
Acceptance of therp : Her Anfwers were 
lhort : She hoped them Men of Honour* 
and the Word Secrecy was the Caution of 
their continuing to enjoy her favourable 
Opinion. Thefe were her Reliefs under 
the Fatigue of a long lying m Bed, at- 
tended with a troublefome Fever from the 
Cold fhe had taken, and, in the Beginning 
of her Confinement, with the painful and 
difagreeable Attendance of a Surgeon* 
whofe Employment it was, for fcveral 
Days, to anoint the Swellings raifed by 
the Efieft of the Nettles, with healing 
and emollient Unguents, before the 
Inflammation would give him Oppor- 
tunity to pick out, ' one by one, the 
broken Points of the Thiftfes, which 
were left in the Wounds they had 
made. The tender Heart of the Proteftor 
of the Lady melted at the Diftrefs he faw 
• her in : he watched her by Day, and fate 
up a Part of many Nights with her. Love 
itom a Perfon not beloved is at beft Infin 

pid * 
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pid ; when it falls in the Way of other 
Parfuits it is detefted. The Attendance 
which the Fondnefsofthe Keeper dictated 
Xo him, and by which he had a Right to 
recommend himfelf to her Efteem and Af- 
fe&ion, teazed and provoked her jby its 
croffing her other Purpofes* and making 
it altnoft impoflible for her to pay a necef- 
fery Refptdfc to heir fcveral Offers. She 
pretended to grow better. •, bfit this made 
him redouble his Attention and Care, as 
ft prorpif-d him the approaching Reward 
For his Affiduities: Shefc^ned a Relapfe* 
and his real Affeftion kept him as dole as 
his interefted Expectations had done be* 
fore* i 

Things which feem to have no imme- 
diate Connexion, with on* Affairs, often 
'prove oqr Deftru&ion 5 and the greateft 
Events have been brought about by Means 
fo trivia!, that the People concerned coyld 
not condefcend to regard them : I was 
laughing in Security and Happinefs v an4 
enjoying, as mod upper Servants do, a 
Life of vaftly greater Indulgence and 
Tranquillity than their Matters, when 
both thefe Means confpired to over- 
throw it* 

M 6 Tb* 
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The Lady in Bed fpent her Hours ih 
deviling Means to be rid of the only Man 
whofc Company fhe ought to have efteemed*. 
in order to enjoy that of ihofe who, while they 
follicited it, defpifed her. She at length 
recollcfted, that the Meffage which had 
fummoned him to Town on the Night of 
her late Adventure, muft have been an 
apocryphal one : She remembered its Suc- 
cefs, and fhe determined to imitate it : 
There was but one Fdlow known aipong 
the whole Set of Foreigners, who had Im- 
pudence, Addrefs, and Command of Face 
enough to Undertake the delivering a Mef- 
fage of this kind : Thefe known Qualities 
had before recommended him to me on 
this Occafion, and they now recommend- 
ed him to the Lady. She fent for him, 
delivered him his Inftru&ions, paid him 
well, and alked if he could certainly exe- 
cute them. He told her he had' Experi- 
ence that he could, and informed her by 
ivaypf Proof of his Abilities, thathe was the 
Perfon who had executed the former Plot 5 
and at whofe Inftigation. This threw me 
into the Lady's Power, and feme odd 
Fortune or other juft then made him recoi- 
led 
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left that I was alfb in his. The Plot thefe 
fhailow Heads had laid, was too open to 
fucceed : While they were about it, my 
Mtflenger came to me with an Air of 
Affurance, to demand a fmall Sum by 
way of Hufh : money; alledging that I had 
got enough by the Affair, when it was all - 
his doing-, and threatening, if I refufed, 
to betray me : I kicked him out of IJoors. 
The Plot upon the Keeper was immedi- ' 
ately after difcovered, and the Lady 
lhared the fame Fate. Repentance is al- 
ways* one of thelaft Attempts of thefe La- 
dies towards reinftating themfelvts ; and 
ConfeiTion, one of the firft Steps toward 
convincing the Lover that the Rdpentance 
is fincere. V 

Th e Lady confefi&d her former Crime, 
and told the whole Means of it. I was 
accufed of concerting the Plan y and my 
Turn-coat Minifter bttrayed all my Nego- 
tiations. The Lady found no Benefit from 
this frank Conftffion ; but Veng ance was 
vowed and executed on me. My Mafter 
was informed that it was I who had dared 
to ufe his Name in a Counterfeit Meflage ; 
and partly a Refentment for this, partly a 

Com- 
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Complaifance for the Perfon injured by 
it, occafioned my being turned out of 
Doors, and denied a Character to any 
other Place-. 


CHAP. 
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CHAR XIII. 

Dijtrefs of Circumjlances recommends a Plati 
not in it [elf very eligible or juftif.able. — - 
Good Offices to a Lady in Diftfefs. 

IH A D now been fo long unacquainted 
with Diftrefc, that the Terrors of its- 
Return had no Effect upon me. I might 
haveconfidered, that there is not on Eaah 
fo deplorable a Situation as that of a d;f- 
carded Servant, who has not the Means of 
getting into another Family. Pride* Idle- 
nefs, and Indigence, are Concomitants 
that never fail to make the Perfon who is 
pofieffed of thern together, a Wretch of 
the very loweft Order •, and it is the Fate 
of every one who has been in the Station I 
had filled in a genteel Family, to be tho- 
roughly pofleffed of the twofirft, asfurely 
as it muft be to be acquainted with the laft, 

.. after the very little he finds hi mfelf worth 
at his quitting his Poft, is got rid of. For 
the firft Fortnight I found "a Joy in Li- 
berty and Uncontroul, whifch I tafted 
without fuffering one Thought of my Cir- 
cumftances to affeft me : The next Pe- 

' riod of that Space was not without its 

Hints 
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Hints of the Decreafe of my Stock, and 
Menaces of my approaching Diftrefs; To- 
ward the End of the frcond Month I was 
reduced to part with what little Moveables 
I was worth : The Cloaths I had received 
as Perquifiesof my Place had gone before 
thefe, and the next Things that faw rhe 
Pro!pe£fc of following them were my 
own, 

I had made feveral Attempts to rein* 
ftate myfelf in my hire Matter's Favour, 
bur in vain : I found him, though not ex- 
ception, or apt Jo take Offence, yet 
having taken it, irrecondleable. I had the 
Mortification to £e, that he looked on 
my Offence,- which . \ had confidercd no 
farther -than as a venial Falacy, a Trick of 
Wir rather than of Villainy,, as an Affront 
upon the Dignity of his Poll, an infulting 
the Honour of Kings, who, by the fiye, 
are not a bit greater than thefe their Re- 
prefcrntacives Tuppofe themfejves ; and the 
having chared to play with the facred Biifi- 
nef of Government and Councils, I now 
found appeared a heavier Crime than if I 
had committed Sacrilege. When I found 
him inexorable as to his own particular 
Fart, I begged Permiflion to fend for a 

Recom- 
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'Recommendation to another Place (if I 
fhould be fo happy to hear of one) to his 
principal Domeftic ; even this was refufed, ' 
. with Reafons which fet my Fault in a new 
Light to me : The Perfoh whofe Office it 
would have been to give me a Chara&er on 
this Occafion, was ordered in j I was re? 
minded of the favourable Situation in which 
my Affairs had been in that Family, of the 
Profpedt there was of my making my 
Fortune, and of the unjuftifiable Means 
by which . I had forfeited all : The Re- 
monftrance ended with recommending In- 
duftry to me to provide for myfelf, inde- 
pendently of the Protection of a Mafter of 
any kind, and with a Charge of his being 
fiient about me to the Servant, on Pain of 
lofing his Place. 

Ifound I was made, in all this, no 
other than an Example to the Perfon who 
was called in to hear my Sentence : I could 
have fpared the being thus hung up in ter- 
rorem, to a Fell >w whom I knew to be a 
Rafcal : But it was foftened to me by a 
Prefent of five Guineas, which my late 
Mafter gave me, at the fame time that I 
had his Orders that neither himfeJf, nor 

any 
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any of his Family might fee my Face 
again. 

Th e Induftry which this Gentleman re-* 
commended to me, would have been in* 
difputahly the wifeft: and beft Step I could 
have taken •, but there were two infuperable 
Difficulties in the Way : I had no Sto- 
mach to a Life of Labour, after one of 
fuch affluent Idlenefs, and I had no Means 
or Opportunities of employing myfelf if 
I had been ever fo well difpofed to it* 
Starving carries an Afpeft that human 
Nature cannot look upon without Horror : 
I had found the Impoffibility of getting 
into any other Family without a Recom- 
mendation from the 1 aft : The Gaming- 
table was my firft Refource of Defedera- 
tion ; and when that h<id ftripped me of 
the little I had been poffefied of, when 1 
applied to it in Hope of Advan age ; the 
Road appeared the next, the only Refource 
indeed that was left me. 

I don't pretend to juftify the common 
Method of giving a Charadter with a Ser- 
vant to a new Place, which expreffes hi* 
having no Faults, when he has been turn- 
ed out of his old one for fuch as rendered 

it 
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it impoffible to keep him in it ; but if the 
People whofe Affairs areeafy tothemfdvcs, 
would feel fo far for others as to confider 
the inevitable Deftruftion to which they 
cxpofe the Servant, to whom they refufe 
to give^any Recommendation at all, tbey 
would be very tender of punifhing, per- 
haps, a venial Fault, at the Rate of the» 
heavieft of Crimes, Silence that fpeaks 
the 111 of another, is always under ft ood 
in the fevered Senfe, and doubtlefs I, who 
could at the utmoft be accufed of no more 
than playing with my Matter's Name, 
without injuring it, (hould have been con- 
cluded by any body who had applied for 
-an Account of me, and had been refufed it, 
to have been guilty of Theft or Murder. 
I would have the Faults for which People 
part, tenderly mentioned to thofe who are 
to be affecfted by them ; this would be a 
way to mend them > The Perfon who ac- 
cepted the Offender would do it on no 
other Conditions than a Profpeft of his 
Amendment, and the Motive would be 
£0 ftrong, and the Difcovery of his conti- 
nuing in, or relapfing into them fo cer* 
tain, and, in fine, its Confequences fo de- 
ftru&ive, that he would find the Neceffity 
of becoming better inevitable, and he 

would 
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would comply with it. A Medium like 
this would take off the Reproach which a 
Breach of Faith between Family and Fa- 
mily brings on, and the lading Diffatis- 
fa&ions that often attend it ; and would 
not only reclaim a Number of uftful Per- 
fons from little Faults which, for want of 
this. Caution, often fwell to very deflruc- 
tive ones, but would keep our Streets and 
Roads clear of one half, at leaft, of the 
Ruffians who now infeft them. 

For my own Part, the Diftrefs I was 
reduced to, and the Abfence of all Pro- 
fpeft of Relief, placed Rapine in a View 
of almoft Necefliry before me. I hope the 
Principles of moral Redtitude and Virtue 
would have kept me from it ; but I own 
I have Doubts on that Head : Prudence 
fupplied their Place fuccefsfully, however, 
I law the Method defperate, myfelf with 
a confiderable Period of Life naturally be- 
fore me, and this Attempt giving me no 
Profpedt of a Tfofelvefnonth more : Mere 
Deliberation gave it againlt the Attempt, 
and I became honed becaufe it was wifeft 
to be fo. 

I woul» 
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I would have condefcended much be- 
low the Dignity of my former Poft. I 
vifited all the Offices of Intelligence in 
Town: I mixed myfelf among the Herd 
of Servants who attend at the Doors of 
public Places, and I took every Method 
of getting in any Station into a Family : I 
had fifty Opportunities of offering myfelf, 
not one of being accepted : 1 found my 
Face too well known in London to counte- 
nance a Deceit, and I determined to fall 
upon fome new Method in the Country, 
at fome of the Places of polite Refort$_ 
where it might be poflible to recommend 
myfelf, without owning that I had been 
in any Family before. 

A Sunday Afternoon is with mo(t 
People, who do not get drunk upon it> £ 
Time of Contemplation :. Thefe Refolu- * 
tions were taken on this good Day, and 
the fucceeding Morning was one of the 
public ones at Kendal Houfe : I determined 
on this as the Scene of my firit Attempt ; 
but I flattered myfelf with very little Hopes 
of Succefs in it, when I faw at the Door"* 
the fame Faces that I had been ufed to 

meet* 
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meet with once or twice a Day on the like 
Occafions in London. 

1 gave up my Scheme, and, as I was 
not in a Drefs that prevented it,* paid the 
Price at the Door and walked in, t > make 
myfclf Amends J or my Journey to the 
Place, with the Entertainment it afforded. 
I found 1 had miftaken the Matter greatly 
when I imagined this was a Breajcfafting 
Place like Ranelagb, where a good Band j 
of Mufic was the Source of Entertain-* 
ment: I found the Thing, however, far 
from contemptible in its kind ; theHoufe 
a gi:od one, the Gardens large and well 
laid out, with a very uncommon Advan- 
tage in regard to Water : I had drank 
two or three Difhes of Coffcp, fpent half 
an Hour among the People who were 
dancing above Stairs, and .another half 
Hour under the Shade of a pkalant Grove, 
on one Side of which ran a pretty Rivu- 
let, when I turned my Eyes toward the 
Building upon the Canal, as the only re- 
maining Obje& of my Attention. I was 
fmiling at the Paintings, on the Infide of 
the Room, when a Scream from a little 
Diftance dire&ed my Eyes that Way : I 
had before obferved a Gentleman and 

Lady, 
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Lady alone in a little Boat upon the Canal, 
who feemed to have flipped away from the 
reft of the Company, rather upon a quar- 
relling than a kiffing Scheme ; at this In* 
ftartt the Matter was fet in a clearer Light : 
The Lover, if he might be called by that 
Name, ufed fome very harfh Words in an 
elevated Tone of Voice, and pulhing 
toward the Shore, left the Oar, which 
he had ufed on that Occafipn, behind him 
in the Mud, and as foon as the Boat was 
within Reach of Land, threw himfelf out, 
and gave the Boat a Motion as his Foot 
quitted it, which carried it juft into the 
Middle of the Canal. 

The Terms in which he took his Leave 
made it evident enough that he had no In- 
tention to return, or indeed to take any 
Step toward relieving the Lady from her 
Diftrefs : The Company were all in the 
Houfe, and myfelf the only Perlbn within 
hearing of her Exclamations. I advifed 
her to take hold of thetfther Oar,, and di- 
rected her in the Way tcf ufe it : In the firffc 
Effort it flipped out of her Hand, and id 
her Atteirtpt to recover ir, ffie reached fo 
far as to lofe the Equilibrium, and fell 
over the Isdge of die Boat into the Water. 

Ifor- 
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I forgot that I could not fwim : I threw 
myfelf over the Baluitrade of the Building, 
and after fome Danger to myfelf, with in- 
finite Difficulty got up to her, juft as (he 
was finking. I caught her in my Arms, 
and carried her to Shore : Her Shrieks had, 
by this time, brought every body about 
her, except the Author of the Mifchief* 
We were carried both of us half-dead to 
the Houfe, and put into Beds. 

* 

As we were both more frightened than 
really hurt, our Recovery was very fpeedy .- 
By that time our Cloaths were dried, we 
were ready to get up to put them, on : The 
Lady fent her Compliments, and told me 
fte had ordered a Dipner at five, and hoped * 
I fliould be well enoi%h£o dine with her. 
I revolved the Circumftances of the whole 
Incident before I got up : Nothing but a 
Quarrel fubfequent to the greateft Intima* 
cies could have produced fuch an Occur* 
rence to the Lady : This I was well con- 
vinced of : I heard from the Servants who 
attended her that (he was a Woman of Fa- 
fhion ; and it^was eafy to fee that I might 
fucceed the Lover who had difcarded.her 
Ladyfhip if I. pleafed. I revolved the 
Difference between the Life of a Man kept 

by 
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fey a Woman for her Pleafures, and that 
of one entertained in her Service in the more 
ordinary way : I placed in a fair and difin- 
tereftcd Light the two Periods of my Life, 
pafled under the Protedtionof Lady Revell % 
and that under my feveral Excellencies, . 
and gave it wholly in favour of the latter, 
I had not yet ferved a Lady, but I eafily 
imagined that Poft to be a milder and a 
more pleafurable one than that I had expe- 
rienced under the Men ; and when I recol- 
lected that I had come to this Place wih no 
higher Views than to engage myfelf as a 
Domeftic, and that this was evidently now 
in my Power, I had Refolution enough 
to perfift in my Determination, of not fa- 
crificing an Eftablifhment of Eafe to a 
Flight of Gallantry and Shew, which, in 
the Nature of Things, could not fubfift 
above a Month or two. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

A Propofal for entmng into the Service of 

a Lady* 

1WAS revolving all the prudent Re-, 
folutions with Which I have clofed the 
Jaft Chapter, when I received a fecond 
Meflage from the Lady, to tell me Din- 
ner was on the Table. I entered the Room 
with a proper Submiffion : I fbiind a Chair 
placed for me oppofite to the Lady's 5 but 
the firft Step 1 took wa$ tb remove it : 
c * Your Ladyfliip's Serife of the Service I 
have been fo happy to, be of, laid I; does 
not give you Opportunity to fee from 
whom it has come. 1 have no Title to a 
Seat in your Lady (hip's Prefenee : I beg 
I may be permitted to wait on your Lady - 
lhip at Dinner : It is the Poll I have been 
born to, and to which I have been ac- 
cuftomed." "My God ! replies the 
Lady with Aftonifliment, is it poffible 
that fuch an Aft of Gallantry and Gene- 
>rofity can have been done by a Perfon of 
fuch a Rank : But I am not lorry to know 
it r fince it is eafier for me to fhew my 
Gratitude, than if I had owed it to one 

who 
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Who would not have accepted a Reward. 
My Ptfrfe, Sir, continued flie, is all I can 
at prefent offer ytfi, but be aflured there 
is nothing in my Power you may not com- 
mand for fuch an Obligation. , 

It was with, great Difficulty that I ob- 
tained Leave to wait while the Lady dined ; 
but flie faw riie fincere and earneft in the 
Requeft, and (he complied with it. She 
gave me many fteady Glances as I pafled 
to ahd frotti the Sideboard, and in the < 
Abfehce*' of the Waiter told me three or 
four times flie was fure 1 deceived her. 
I know not, continued fhe, at taft, what 
Furpofe you can have in this ; but that 
ybu kre a Gentleman is as evident as that 
you are one of the agfeeabfeft Men I have 
feen. 

4 I had found fome Difficulty from the 
, Time I entered the Room in perfifting in 
my huihbleV though prudent Refolutiori : 
It was fcarce in human Nature to keep up 
to it under fuch a C ire um fence as this ; 
but I was obftinate : I knew I was in the 
right, and I determined to perfift iri it. 
I affijred her Ladylhip that Twas in Rea- 
lity the mean, the unhappy Creature I 

N % repre- 


268 77je Adventures 

reprefcnted myfelf to her ; that I had a Soui 
not wanting in Ambition to have been 
<otherwife ; but that I knew my Lot ; 
that I fubmitted to it. and never fhould 
attempt to depart from it. I delivered 
this fo fcrioufly that I convinced her of the 
Truth of it : She was angry with berfclf 
for the injudicious Civility flie had clofed 
her laft - Speech with, and added, " Be 
what you will, I have Obligations to you 
that I never can repay ; tell me what I 
can do to fcrve you." " You find me, 
Madam, replied I, the tnoft diftrefled of 
Humankind : The late Servant to a Man 
of Honour, whom I loved as a Father, 
and whom I faw a Week fince fall in Duel 
with his deareft Friend : There are Cir- 
cumftances attending this Incident which 
only I can relate, and which would anfwer 
no Purpofe but adding to the Mifery and 
Diftrefe of innocent rerfons, already too 
near Diftra&ion. I have thrown myfelf 
naked upon the wide World, to avoid be- 
ing compelled to do fo unhappy an Office. 
All that I can wifh is ; the JRrotedtion of 
fome Family in which I may have Bread, 
and be out of die Way of Enquiries till 
the Storm that threatens thefe Families is 
blown over. If I may prefutne upon your 
% Lady- 
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JLacIyfhip's Aflurances of your Favour to* 
ihe, continued I, tafay what would make 
me happy, it would be the having the 
Honour of being received into your Fami- 
ly in fome Poft for which I may be quali- 
fied, without any farther Enquiry into the 
Circumftance or Story of the Family I 
have left. 

ic I pay the unlimited Credit that I 
ought, replied the Lady^ to every thing 
you have told me. I am happy in ait* 
Opportunity of obliging myfelf at the 
fame time that I am doing what will be 
agreeable to you. I have no Poft worth 
your Acceptance among my fmall Num- 
der of Domeftics, but if I can make 
fuch a one I fhall be happy. 

,1 returned my Thanks in a filent 
Submfflion. I waited on her Ladyfliip 
home, and was ranked among the Num- 
ber of her Attendants : The Poft of Va- 
let could not exift under a Lady ; I took 
that of Butler, as it did not require the 
wearing a Livery ; and I had the Care of 
every thing in the Family; I found my- 
felf happrly fixed, at a time when I had 

N 3 the 
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the lcaft Expectations of it. I had fuffer- 
ed ibfficiently by the Follies of my natural 
Difpofition to Scheming and Gallantry. I 
recollected the deplorable State out of 
which I had juft recovered myfelf, and 
was determined to enjoy the Tranquillity 
of the prefent, without .running any Rifle 
»f throwing it away. 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XV. * 

Secret ffliftery- tf Lady Calm . An Intimacy 

efa 'very agreeable kind \with-her. ■ 

• * 

IT was feme Merit that I could make 
thefe Refolutions ; and a much greater 
that -I found -myfelf in a ; way tp keep 
them : The Lady whom I ferved always 
looked upon herfelf as under the higheft 
Obligations to me ; fhe had declared an 
uncommon good Opinion of my -Figure 
and Accompliflurients ; I knew her to be 
a Woman who hadttoneafoolifh Thing, 
which- every Woman who once does, re- 
peats it ; and to this fhe was one of the 
fineft Women, in Face, Figure, and De- 
portment, in the Wprld. 

Lady Cd/w, for filth i*as the Title of 
the Lady into whole Service I had thus 
ftrangcly introduced myfelf, was a Wo- 
man who had the Art of appearing to have 
no Paffions •, a fettled, fober Sedatenefs, 
blended with an amiable Affability, made 
the diftinguifhing Part of her Chara&er. 
She was tall, genteelly made, majeftic in 
her Appearance, and had a Face that ne- 

N 4 vcr 
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ver appeared in a public Place, without 
putting a hundred that were called handfome 
out of Countenance. She was at this time 
about fix and twenty \ her Gravity gave 
her the Appearance of two or three Years 
more in public, and at home her chearful 
Wantonnefs of Difpofition took off as ma- 
oy. I had long difcovered that fhe was the 
laft of all Women who poficffed that cold 
Tranquillity her Countenance pretended a 
Claim to \ and had often lamented that 
only one Man in the World,, and he one 
of the laft in the World that deferved it* 
was in the Secret. She had been educated 
in - the Country, where this noble Lover 
, had firft paid his Addrefies to, and fuc- 
ceeded with her. Her Fortune was in- 
confiderable, but her Perfon was fufficient 
to recommend her : When her firft Lover 
had .been acquainted with that till Cuftom 
had obliterated all its Charms, he made 
her Amends for the Sacrifice fhe had made 
him, by facrificing to her a Man of Fa- 
fhion, whom he profeffed the greateft 
Friendfhip for, and who he knew would 
anfwer all the Purpofes of a Hufband,. fo 
a Lady who had a Subftitute in her Ser- 
vice, 

Lord 
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Lord Sallow^ for that was the Name 
of this Man of Honour who had at once 
facrificed his Friend to his Miftrefs, and 
his Miftrefs to his Friend, continued his 
Vifits in the Family : His Intimacy with 
both rendered the Frequency of them 
unfufpe&ed, and he found himfelf much 
better pleafed with having only fo much 
of his Miftrefs as ftolen Hours and acci- 
dental Opportunities could give him, than 
with the whole to himfelf. Delicacy was 
. not of the Number of Lord Sallow's good 
'Qualities, and he was too much unac- 
quainted with Love to be capable of Jea- 
loufy. The Lady had married becaufe it 
was his Advice, and was for her Intereft * 
. and the Hufband, whofe ill Health did 
not permit him to enter into the Raptures 
of any Enjoyment, thoughrtie was as hap- 
py as other married Men, and perhaps 
eftcemed it no inconfidcrable Article in the 
Account, that it gave him a good deal 
more of his Friend's Company than he 
fliould otherwife have had. 

Never was a'Scene of Infamy fbeafy 
as the Abufr of this unfufpe&ing Hufband : 
No Life of Gallantry was ever a Life of 

N 5 fuch 
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fuch Security as that of the Lovers : A 
Contempt of Danger has often, however, 
overturned a State. The Hutband, who 
never could fufpeft, never would have 
watched Opportunities to difcover their 
Intercourfe •, butl Chance threw it in 
his Way. At a time when they thought 
him fecure in his Afternoon's Nap, he 
entered her Lady (hip's Drefiing-room, 
i the Door of which it would have been pru- 
dent in them to have locked \ and was ah 
Eye- witnefs to what any body but him- 
felf, perhaps, would have been every thing 
but an Eye-witnefs to long before. The 
Confufion on all Parts was great : The 
Lover made his Efcape out at another 
Door, and the Lady funk in a Fir upon the 
Couch which (he had been before preffiog 
in another Manner. 

The ill Health of the Huiband render- 
ed it ridiculous in him to attempt the com- 
mon Vengeance for fuch Injuries ; it could 
anfwef no Purpofe todivuJgeaThing he 
could ftotpunifti as he wifhed : JrJe bqrie^ 
the Secret in his Bofom, where it preyed 
upon his Vitals, and added to the Execu- 
tion his Di/eafe wa/ making on him. He 
died in about a Month, after haying been 
r married 
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married three Quarters pf a Year. t He 
neverfaw his falle Friend after the Inci- 
dent, and he left the Partner in the Crime 
an Annuity fufficient to keep her above 
the Neceflity of Proftitution, but by no 
means proportioned to his former Inten- 
tions. 

Lady Calm had been two Years a Wi- 
dow when I fell into her Service : The 
noble Lover, who had been the Occafioh 
of her Lofs in Point of Fortune, made it 
up, in fbme Degree, by adding a hand- 
Tome Allowance to her Income, and 
upon this joint Stock it was, that fhe at 
this time fupported herfelf in a genteel 
Houfe, with her Coach and five Servants. 
It was this Gentleman who had quarrelled 
with her Ladyihip at Kendal y and been 
the Occalion of the Incident that threw 
me into her Service : He had diftontinued 
' his Vifits for ten Days or £ fortnight after 
this;' fo that there- was no J Appearance of 
an 'Intrigue in the Family.; anther Lady- 
c lhip had appeared to me in the Light 6f 
as difengaged a Woman as could be foiind 
in c the Wbrid; 

N 6 I** 
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It is an odd Circumftance, that what 
ought in the Eye of Reafon to recommend 
a Thing to one, is often the very Incident 
that makes one cool to it. I had always 
looked on my Lady and Miftrefsas a Per- 
fon it was poffible for me to get into an In- 
trigue with, but my Senfe of the fafer, Quiet- 
er, and every Way better Poft I enjoyed 
as her Servant, in the more genuine Senjf^ 
of the Wprd forbad it : Such had been my 
Sentiments of my prefent Situation, from 
the Time of my entering into her Service, 
to the Period of her apparent Difengaged- 
nefs, and fuch tney would probably have 
continued for ever, had not this Mirror of 
Nobility renewed his Intimacy, and very 
evidently convinced us who were in the 
Family, of the Nature of it. 

What had appeared an eafy Intrigue, 
attended with no manner of Inconvenience, 
Danger, or Difficulty, and what under 
fuch an Appearance 1 had negle&ed, no 
fooncr {hewed irfelf to me in a new Form, 
no (boner ported a great, a potent, and a 
kind of proprietary Rival in my Way 5 no 
fooner threw Hazard and Mifchief into the 
Attempt, than my Refolutionsall yaniihed, 

and 
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and I came to a Determination of facing 
and conquering them all : Whether this 
was owing to Love or Pride, to a Paffion 
concealed before, or to one which had, 
till this time, no Opportunity of exerting 
itfelf, I know not ; but certain it is, that 
Ino fooner law a fucceisful Lover in the 
Houfe, than I determined to fupplant 
him. I had not been ufed to Repulfes, to 
Ri vaHhip, or to Difappointment, and I 
could not bear the Thought of fubmitting 
to any thing of this kind, even in regard 
to a Paffion, or to call it by a jufter 
Name, an Intention which only my own 
Heart was confcious of its poffeffing. 

It is iropoffible to conceive the Con- 
tempt and Difdain*with which I, an Ani- 
mal wholly overlooked and difregarded 
by this noble Poltroon, viewed him: 
Every Look he bent toward my Lady and 
Miftrds in my Prefence, "cut me to the 
Heart,, not fo much put of a Spirit of Ri- 
valftiip, as out of my Indignation that 
fuch a, Thing fhould dare ro look up to 
fuch Pcrledlion.. If he killed her Hand, 
mine burnt with Eag< rnefs to return the 
Salute to his Lips in a hardier Manner : If 1 
found my Abfence was expefted, Daggers* 

\ Poifbtt* 
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Poifon, Fire, were in my Thoughts at 
once, and all Hell was conjured up to 
minifter to my intended Vengeance. 

She had burft from him one Day, af- 
ter what I could perceive in her Counte- 
nance, had been but a languid Scene of 
Rapture ; a poor Refult of long Prepara- 
tion. I feized on the Opportunity, Icrof- 
fed the Room where flie was fitting co- 
vered over with more than Blufhes, and 
affecting to be reading ; and as I pafied 
near her, muttered to myfelf as if I had 
imagined I was alone, 

Love ! what a poor Omnipotence baft thou, 
When Gold and Titles buy thee ! 

The Lady ftarted, Ha ! was pronounced 
wkh a wild'Emphafis, -and * the Book fell 
from her Hand : Ifaw her Confafion; I 
read her'Thoughts ; her Arms werethrown 
open in the Expreffion of her Aftonifli- 
ment y I threw myfelf into them ; and as 
if Rapture and Confufion had made me 
forget Refped, Decency, myfelf, her, 
and all Things in the World, buried my 
Face in her Bofom, and heard her, with- 
out attempting, to diflodge me from the 

Poft* 
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JPoft* jitter with a faultering Voice, and 
in discontinued Syllables : " What is it 
pofliblc you could mean by what you 
laid ?" It would have been very difficult 
to fpeak with Propriety in fuch a Circum- 
ftance as mine. I knew it would be eafier 
a;Minute afterwards : Forthe prefent there 
was a Language more eloquent: than 
Words > I was refolute to employ it, and 
Amazement feemed in the Lady to take 
the Place of Refiftance. 

" Well, fays fhe, after a long Gafp 
for Breath, how: have you dared to do 
this? But you don't imagine you (hall 
ever repeat your Infolence. Heaven, 
with my Servant! But why would you 
ufe me thus? You know I faw. through 
the Pifguife at firft : I am angry with yeu 
for continuing it* Pm fure, concluded 
flic, you laugh at yourfelf now for think- 
ing it was neceflary •, you laugh at your 
.own Fears that kept you fo long at. a 
Diftance ; and. you laugh at me for pro- 
itituting myfelf to you with fuchfcanda- 
lous Eafe" " That I placed you, Mk- 
dam, replied I with great Humility, be- 
yond my Reach, beyond the Reach of any 
JMao, when I had the Honour firft *cx 

know 
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know you, is certain * nor is it left cer- 
tain that I fhould have feen you in that 
Light for ever : 1 fhould have gazed at 
you as a Divinity, and fhould have thought 
it Happinefs enough to have Liberty, to 
have Opportunity of doing fo % if others 
would have kept the fame Diitance : I 
could have been content to be without that 
which I fet above the Defert of Human- 
kind ; but I could not fee another poffefs 
what I defpaired of ; I thank him for tel- 
ling me you were no more than Woman, , 
and yet I give myfdf the Lie when 2*con- 
fent to the Information :- I thank. him for 
making me believe fo, for fure you are 
fomething more." " O Flattery! vt± 
plied the Lady with a Sigh, what can refift 
thee ? I'm Aire not Woman : While I am 
fenfible you laugh at me for believing you, 
I am pleated with hearing what I know 
you cannot think : But tell me truly,, tell 
me you are not what you pretend, and 
convince me that I have done Miracles in 
making you afiumc a Character that it 
muft be fuch Pain to you to have fo leng 
fupported." ■ . 

I saw (he was determined to have fome 
nation on this Head ; I forefaw all 

. the 


of aV ALE T. 2S1 

the unlucky Confequfences that would have 
attended telling her the Truth : I found it 
neceffary, for my own fake* to deceive 
her, and I could not but view it in a very 
juftifiable Light, when I faw it would make 
her happy. That my Father, faid I, if I 
know him, is fomewhat above this Rank ; 
that he is of a Rank which nothing lefe 
than Royalty can be above, I muft con- 
fefs is a Truth : I will own that I have 
lived, and that not very long fince, in a 
State fomewhat different from this : But I 
will own, at the fame time, that I owe 
more to this than to any Condition that I 
have or can be in : That I have now in my 
Arms every thing that I can think great or 
defireable, and that if you will permit me,. 
I will continue to enjoy it on thefe Condi- 
tions, as they are the only ones that can 
give it to me, under the happy Sanftion 
of an inviolable Secrecy. I beg your La- 
dyfliip, continued I, will afk no more t 
At prefent I have no more to tell : If you 
will fometimes, when the bufy Eye of 
Obfervation is {hut out, give me leave ta 

Remember that I am what I had al- 

moft faid ; what I muft not at prefent,. 

< more than almoft fay 1 (hall owe more 

thaa 
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than I can ever pay to.you even hereafter ; 
and if you will fuffer me to be the thing I 
muft, the thing I have been at all other 
times, you will add infinitely to the Obli- 
gation} by not enquiring into the Nature 
of if. 


C H A P. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Some mifchievous Effi&s roj 'JUfenttnmt^^A 
ntw Scene jf Diftrefs threatened. 

THE* Lady found it hard to confeht 
to the Terms I had propofed as the 
only ones under which I could continue 
my Acquaintance with her, at the End of 
the laft Chapter ; but as I could hear of 
no others, fhe acquiefced in them : I had 
hinted that Love was not the only Cade 
. of my imaginary Metamorphofis : I had 
given her leave to fuppofe that the Duel 
in which I had mentioned my pretended 
Matter to have been concerned, regarded 
myfelf : And I had, under the different 
• Behaviour this pretended Difcovery gave 
me a Right to put on, as well #& to expeft, 
.obtained, her Promifc of Secrecy. 

Hbr Lady (hip had a favourite female 
Attendant; this Gentlewoman was ne- 
;Ceflarily in fome of her Secrets, and 
tconfequently (he was let into all. It 
would have been eafy to conceal our In- 
itrigue from all .the World, if we could 
have been content with (hatching Op- 

por- 
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portunities of now- and- then meeting ore 
the good-natured Terms we had juft fallen 
upon ; but the Lady was no Niggard id? 
her Bounties of this kind. She deter- 
mined to indulge in a Thing fhe liked, 
and as there was no way of doing this to 
her Satisfaction, but by letting this Confi- 
dant into the Secret, (he refolved to make 
a Merit of the Neceffity, and when (he 
had infpired her with a due Reverence for 
my imagined Quality, to tell her, that I 
fbould always revel in her Arms on thofe 
Nights in which the noble Lover fhe before 
was acquainted with, did not fleep in them. 
Here was a glorioup Scheme in my Favour,/ 
of which I had formed no Idea. I had- 
fupped, and was undreffing in my ownu 
Apartment, when a very gentle Rap fum- 
moned me to the Door, I was furprifed 
. to fee Mrs, Trujiy there, and was in Ter- 
rors on an Imagination that fome civil 
Things I had faid to her, before my new 
Affair with her Lady, had brought her 
to me : My Fears were foon diflipated» 
by her telling me her Lady wanted to give 
me Orders : I followed her to the Door 
©f the Bedchamber : I found fhe gave me 
the Slip inftead of going in before me:-I- 
flew to* the Bed-fide, and received die 

€©m<- 
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Commands of the Lady who was in it, to 
come to hen There is fomething in a 
Happinefs of this kind that comes unex- 
pe&edly, that gives it double its Weight. 
Nothing could equal the Seniations with 
chichi threw off my Cloaths, unlefs.it 
were the honeft, the unaffe&ed Joy wiidh 
the Lady had in the free Indulgence of a 
Paflion which flie now confeffed (he had 
entertained for me from the Infant of her 
feeing me. 

I left her before any body in the Houfe 
was awake : I was happy in being found 
in bed foon after fix, by a Footman who 
came upon fome frivolous Errand, and 
did not Tee that this was a Contrivance of 
the difcreet Gentlewoman who had been 
the Mefienger of Love to me the Night 
before, though (he affefted to know no* 
thing of the Matter. Secrecy is the Life 
and Soul of an Intrigue : It is indeed the 
only Confideration that can heartily recom- 
mend it to a Man of true Tafte. I flat- 
.tered myfelf that I enjoyed an Intimacy 
with the fineft Woman in the World, un~ 
der the happieft and clofeft Seal of this 
Security : But I foon found Reafon to fee 
my Error. At Breakfaft I faw the Ser- 
vants 
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vants all flare, andkeepafortofDiftante, 
and foon had the Mortification to hear it 
all over the Neighbourhood, that Lady 
Calnts new Servant out of Livery, was a 
Nobleman in Difguifei who had killed an- 
other in a Duel. The Lady , who thought 
ifneceOary in Juftification of hen own 
Pride to tell this Story to the Servant 
Whom the found it neeefiary to make the 
Confidant of our Intimacy, had given 
her the ftri&eft Orders imaginable not to 
divulge it ; but it was a Piece of New* too 
ftrartge for a Chambermaid to hold her 
Tongue about : Her Lady's* Honour, 
pfcrhaps, did not enter into her Thoughts, 
as ftie had no Defign to make a Difcdve- 
ry 9 which nobody but herfelf could make; 
but fhe could nop conferit to fee me want 
the N Refpett due' to my' Quality : Thus 
much fhe confefled to me on my taxing 
her as the Authrefs of fa ftrange a Story : 
She acknowledged ier Lady to have been 
the Authrefs bf her Information, and with 
ahalfBlufh and half Smftrk, added, that 
my Honour need not be under any Re- 
ftraint on her Account, for that lhe was in 
all her Lady's Secrets* 
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I HAt> fuffered enough before by the 
Folly of indulging my felf in the Extrava- 
gances of my Temper : I had determined 
tp fupprefs them for the future : I had 
found myfelf happy in the Service of this " 
I*ady j and had refolved never to build 
any v more aerial- Caftles, or to think of a 
higher Rank : But I now found myfelf 
plunged into the Midft of a new Scene, 
before I could- conceive I had entered on 
the Verge of it. My Pride was fufflcient- • 
ly flattered by the Homage that I faw paid 
.me ; I indulged in the fecret Rank I was 
allowed, and thought myfelf poflefled of 
ten thoufand Sources of Rapture at once 
from it. Alas! how little do we fee of 
GonfequenceSy when the prefent Ideas 
flatter our . Imagination. It was not two 
Days before I found my new discovered 
Digpity had robbed me of all my old Ac* 
quainjance : People of my own Rank, 
with whom I had been ufed to fpend my 
Evenings very agreeably, kept aloof, and 
though they would no longer laugh and 
converfe with me, were ready enough to • 
wait on me : I had no Companion but the 
Lady whom I ferved. This threw me fccm- 
tinually into her Company * and I am 

forry 
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forry to confefs it, but I am afraid this is 
the furcft Way in the World to make 
People tired of one another. From Rap- 
ture we funk to Eafe, from Eafe the Tran- 
sition was quick to Indifference : Wc 
grew tired of the eternal Samenefs of our 
Converfation, and after two or three Days 
began to quarrel, merely to keep up the 
Spirit of the Converfation. 

The noble Lover did not fail to make 
his regular Vifirs all this time, but they 
were not very long, nor over agreeable to 
any of us : The Confequence of them was 
ufually a new Matter of Difpute for the 
Lady and myfelf as foon as he was gone, 
and as his Vifits were principally to Din- 
ner, and terminated before Evening, the 
Squabbles that fuccccded them, ufually 
kept us awake till we made up our Dif- 
ferences, in the Place where ajl Quarrels 
berween the two Sexes ceafe, unlefs the 
Parties are married. 

I had made k a Point never to appear 
in the Room when hisLordfhip was there, 
and the Lady, who would have found her 
own Conduft a very difficult on^on thefe 
Occafions, under any other Conditions, 

made 
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made ttoSatople of acquiefcing in k : The 
Abfaice of a principal Servant wha had 
been a Favourite too, could not paft un- 
noticed by his Lordftiip. I had the Hfor~ 
tification to be within hearing, though not 
irr fight, when the noble Lover afked after 
me, and the Lady anfwered with at* 
abfolutely unaffe&ed Indirerenee, that I 
was hi the Houfe, but fhedid not intend 
to keep me : That flie had liked me ex- 
tremely at firft, but I was grown infolene 
and troublefome, and ihe fhould be glad 
if flie knew how to be fairly rid of me. 
The Vifiter laughed at the Difficulties (he 
feemed to find in the Way to the parting 
with me ; but I few her Heart and her 
real Thoughts* There was much more' 
Meaning in he* Words than they feemed to 
him to convey, but I heartily felt it all- I 
found Novelty had been the principal 
Thing that had recommended me to her, 
and that (he was in earned tired of her At- 
tachment, Patience is not of the Number 
of my Virtues. I could hardly keep my~ 
felf out of the Room, hardly forbear 
coming to an inftant Explanation. 

I had hitherto only pretended Diffatis^ 

fa&ion at hi$ Vifits, I now felt it : -Her 
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'% as no. fqqner gone than I flew to her A~ 
pprtment,: She received me with a Cold- 
nefi that convinced me flie had fpoke her: 
Thoughts a; Table v I taxed her with In- 
difference ^ I told her (he was tired of 
me*. Though /he no longer loved me, I 
(aw (he feared me : She dreaded a Difco- 
very tfeatmuft have been attended with the . 
withdrawing his Lordftiip's Penfion, or,, 
in other Words, with her Ruin: She: 
fhould have known I* was not capable of 
t^at ; but Ihe was not in the wrong to fear 
the Refexxtment of a Mai) who, had loved 
hpr* and who (he faw, irr a.thoufand In- 
ftaaoee, ^ was impatient of an Injury* She 
dHTembled a continued Affirdtion for me ; 
L faw, it, .and Ldefpifed her for doing it : 
L was *. determined not to condemn her, 
however* on ; Sufpieion : - We pafied the 
Ni^ht together as we ufed to do, and, 
either abfolute Defire, indifferent about, 
the Object that gratified it, flood in Place, 
of Love, or (he is^fae greatefl of all Mit 
tpefles of Diflimulatiorv I r> who .thought 
I was cpnvinced the.. Day before, when I; 
recolle&ed every fucceeding Ciixumftance- 
coolly,, and as difintereftedly as a Lbver 
could in the Morning, gave itagainft my- 
ftl£ for n)jy Precipitancy in coming to,a* 
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Determination, and found myfelf uncer- 
tain. I was not of a Humour, as Othello 
fays, - 

Tolmake a Life of Jeafoufy* 
And follow ftill the Changes of the Mom 
Withfrejh Sujpicions. 

I determined that the Certainty pf the worft 
was preferable to Sufpence, in which ever* 
the beft feemed tQfplace itfelf in view. I. 
refolded to bring it to a Conclufion, .and 
to be either allured of the Certainty of my 
S'fpicions, or cured of them. A very fa- 
vourable Opportunity prefented itfelf:" It; 
was one of the Nights on which his Lord- 
fhip ftayed 5- for this Man of Gallantry 
had his Paflions in fuch abfolute SabTcrvi-» 
$nce, that he indulged them, not \yhcr* 
they called for ir, but when he cfiofe iv 
and had his dated and regular Duys of tl.e^ 
^/Veek in which he was to be amorous, as 
punctually appointed as thofe in which his 
Bufinefs was to be inExchartgfi Alley. 

On the Days when his Lordfhip's Vi- 
fitswereto be continued till'the fucceed\ 
ing Mornings &e did not come, till "the: 
Du(k of the Evening, and then with gr<at 

O a Privacy: 
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Privacy : This was a tokit the Lady 
made, and that with great keafcn, as ore 
this depended the Fboting fhe was received' 
on in the World : I don't ipiagine there 
was any body who knew her, who at this 
time made any Doubt of her Conne&iorv 
with Lord Salkw, or even of her Depen- 
dance on him; but fo long as fhe had the 
Difcretion to keep it private, it was un- 
derftood to affeft no body but herfeltr 
Tne Women of Character of this Age* 
though they are extremely fcrupulous as to 
their Acquaintance among their own £ex* 
yet are not fo unreafonable as to expett 
every Woman they know fhould be virtu- 
ous ; they are fenfibte it is in every Wo- 
man*s Power, who has any Degree of Pru- 
dence, to be fecrer, and this they invio- 
lably exadt from them. Whether this arifes 
* from a Senfe of their own Situation, or 
from fome other Motive, let the Cafuifts 
determine. Lady Calm, while ihe gave 
room for no more than Sufpicions, wa$ 
vifited by half the Women of Fafhion ii* 
Town, every one of whom divefted her- 
lelf of all Concern with the Sacrifice (he 
*nade no Doubt of her making of her Vir* 
tue* but every one of whom would have, 
defcrted ter on the firft Lofs of her Pru- 
dence 
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dence that fliould have manifefted itfelf utf 
aDifeove*y. • The Author of fcime Hifto^ 
rxos of the Jr«Mfr Clergy give t» an Ajp- 
count of a Prieft who whea delhreied ujy 
tp the. feeuhr Arm for a. criminkf Inter* 
CQiirfe with one of his Penitents* flew. to. 
an Ai&mbly of his Brethren, and Mclaim?, 
ed, Why Gentlcmfcn* what- is all this ? 
Do not you att do- the very fame thing, 
every S)ay ofyou* Lives ? Why will you^ 
Qt how can you ahaadon me for a Thing, 
m which we are all equally culpable ? A 
grave Brother delivered him the Senfe of 
the Body in this flbost Anfwer r We allow 
all this to-be true, nor do we pretend to 
blame you for the Faft* but yo^ deierve 
to be hanged for being fuch a d— n'd 
Rogue as to be foqwd oet, and you muft 
fubmit to it. It fecms much thus with the. 
Women of Faflaioa of England a&this Pe- ? 
riod : They fem to uoderftaad the Crime 
as confiding in the Difcovery, and while 
they give up * * * fot one Slip, whick has 
athoufaind Circumftariccs to plead in it* 
Favour, or at leaft in its Mitigation, 
would receive Charlotte or £#ry, )£ they 
did not make the whole World the Confi-T 
dams of their Proftieution, 

IX 
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It was upon this Principle that Lady 
Calm infilled on all the Caution in the 
World, in Lord Sallow'* Conduit, m re- 
gard to thofe appointed Days on which he 
was criminal. This always gave me the 
whole Day till Evening in Security with 
her ; and as fhe fcldom dreffed till toward 
the Time of his Coming, (he was ufually 
in that fort of dawdling Humour in which 
fine Ladies are, as it were, neither lick 
nor well, and dine in their Drefling-rooms : 
On thefe Occafions, as her Woman was 
the only Servant admitted, I always dined 
with her under Pretence, to the reft of the 
Family, of waiting at the Sideboard; It 
was how one of thefe Days : I -had beeo. 
alarmed to the Height at the preceding^ 
Day's Converfation, which her Lady (hip 
did not know I had overheard, and I had 
been foothed into believing hhad rerrified 
myfelf from falfe Appearahces from the 
focceeding Night : The Time approached 
for the Trial, and I determined it flioufd 
be final, and fuch as could admit' of no 
Appeal. * ; " . , 

- On the firft of his Lordlhip's Days af- 
ter my Intimacy with her Ladyfhip, fhe 

had 
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Sad ferit him home with a Pretetice of.be* 
iag ill, and had given herfelf to me : It was 
^Compliment I had never fo much as afked* 
or thought of her paying me afterwards, 
as I knew he* Dependence upon him 5 but 
it*:viras i nowtime to make it the Teft of her 
Indifference 01^ her Affedion-ta me r:'I did 
her. the fair Jaftieeof preparing for it, by 
as muchSoftnefe as P* was Matter of in- 
fpiring r and wheivfhe feemed in a Condi— 
tionto fink uponr my Bdfom> named he** 
repeating that fingular Favour. She (tarr- 
ed at the Propofal ;- She was Miftrefs ■ of- 
great Addnefsi but I had new thrown htr< 
off her Guard : She no* oaly denied the 
Requeft, but I i could read* in her-G6nfu- 
(ion, a real Preference for the Wretch> 
who was my Rival, unconnefted with the* 
Thought of Intereft 5. and a Difl&Osfaftion^ 
with me, that fpoke a hearty Defire to be 
rid of me, but a Defpair of t he Means of 
being fo. Inrthe Impatience ofc my Heart,. 
1 told her what I read in her Countenance :. 
I ventured to add fome Hints as to what 
had given me my fir ft Sufpicions-the Day 
before at Table* which I told her I fuffi*- 
eiently well uriderftood, though the Fool 
£0 whom (he had fpoke them did not r 
She would fain have diflcmbled her Sur- 

prize* 
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prizes her Concent a«d iter Ackao**. 
iedgn^M of the Truth of what I ohargpd 
her with •, but they all appeared too gla* 
*ing}y to be miftakeh by a Mart who bad 
known fo much of the Sex as 1 had.. A 
heavier Qyarrd than we had ever had be> 
fore, was the Confequehce of this Conver- 
fation : A thou fan d Reproaches were giver* 
from both Sides-, and as we were both too* 
angry to be upon our Guard,, maay thing* 
puffed that gave us fufficient Fears of one. 
another. The Difpute continued till ray** 
lord's Rap of Intrigue was known at thr 
Door : I had the Impudence to threatei* 
(laying tiil he came up* and difputing my 
Miftrefs with him ; but the joint Iotreaties 
of her Ladyfhip^andmy very good Friend 
Mrs. Twjty> at length prevailed with me 
to leave the Room. , 
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